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Lillard, Nurkic hot

The Associated Press

Damian Lillard and Jusuf
Nurkic scored 22 points each,
and the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers never trailed in a 104-85
trouncing of the struggling
Houston Rockets on Tuesday
night.

The Rockets dropped
their fourth straight in their
second game without James
Harden, who is out with a
hamstring injury, to fall to
1-5. After entering the season
with eyes on a championship,
the Rockets have rarely even
been competitive, dropping
their four home games by

SWIM

Continued from Page 7A

Rinnah Lynch: girls 9-10
100 backstroke (1:22.06);
girls 9-10 200 freestyle
(2:37.15); girls 9-10 50 back-
stroke (38.62); girls 9-10 100
breaststroke (1:35.36)

Amelia Koza: girls 8 and
under 100 freestyle (2:00.21);
girls 8 and under 25 back-
stroke (26.00)

Hannah Zamora: girls 9-10
50 freestyle (36.10)

Girls 13 and over 200 med-
ley relay (Kennedy Kruse,
Riley Weigand, Tulea Setser,
Sydney Cox - 2:27.81)

Boys 12 and under 200
freestyle relay (Zane Ricker,
Evan Zastrow, Jake Weigand,
Drake Adair - 2:17.00).

an average of more than 17
points.

Now they face a season-
long five-game road trip
where theyl likely be
without Harden and fellow
starter James Ennis (right
hamstring) for at least the
first game and possibly more.

Portland led by double dig-
its most of the night and was
up by 23 entering the fourth
quarter. Houston got within
15 with about two minutes
left, but that was it in front of
a crowd which began steadily
streaming out midway
through the third quarter.

score 2

CJ McCollum added 19
points for the Trail Blazers,
who improved to 5-2 with
their second straight victory.

Chris Paul led Houston
with 17 points and nine as-
sists in his second game back
after a two-game suspension
for his role in a fight with the
Los Angeles Lakers.

While getting Harden
back will certainly give the
Rockets a boost, Houston’s
problems extend beyond
missing last year’s MVP. The
Rockets have been unable to
get into any kind of rhythm
on offense and look lost
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Tune into the Johnny Ballgame Show
for the Local Sports Report with

@lgoBond

Observer Sports Editor Ronald Bond
at 5:30 p.m. each Wednesday.

at times on defense. Their
3-pointers aren’t falling, and
when they get open looks,
they seem to miss a lot of
those, too.

The Rockets made just
10 of 43 3-pointers on a
night they shot 32.3 percent
overall.

Coach Mike D’Antoni
insists his team will be good
and that it just needs time

to gel. But the man known
for his fast-paced, high-flying
offenses must be scratching
his head at how he can get
this team on track after such
an awful start.

The Trail Blazers had a
15-point lead by halftime and
used an 11-3 run to open the
third quarter and extend it to
62-39. Nurkic had two dunks
in that stretch, and Jake

Layman capped the run with
a 3-pointer.

Carmelo Anthony made a
layup midway through the
quarter to cut the lead to 21,
but the Trail Blazers scored
the next seven points to
make it 76-48 about a minute
later. The Rockets committed
three fouls, missed two free
throws and one basket in
that stretch.

district attorney.

Paid for by Judge Eric Valentine

* She was a team player who worked well with
community partners to improve the justice system.

* Now, as a sitting judge, she brings these attributes
and a unique perspective that helps people listen
and understand their rights, obligations, and
responsibilities to lead productive lives.

Senior Judges Russ West and Eric Ualentine have
viewed both judicial candidates in court. We support
retaining Mona Kay Williams as Gircuit Judge.

* She appeared in front of us many times, both as a private attorney and as a

* She was well prepared, well versed in the law, and honest. She brought a fair, evenhanded
application of the law to each individual case.

* She listened deeply. She was dedicated to victims’ rights
and community safety, as well as appropriate charging
and sentencing of defendants, including rehabilitative
progams for drug and alcohol addictions.

We urge you to join us in voting|to/retain
Mona Kay Williams
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Listen to the Johnny Ballgame Show

from 3-6 p.m. Monday through Friday
on SuperTalk 1450 AM.

@JBG_Show



