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Best friend’s loyalty may be

shif

DEAR ABBY: I'm in middle school. “Jill”
has been my best friend for 11 years. She
has always been shy, while I am outgoing.
Recently, she has been hanging out with the
class “ho,” “Kelly,” and I'm being more and
more left out. Kelly is turning Jill into a slut,
too. Jill isn't excited to hang with me any-
more and prefers to be with Kelly’s friends
smoking or drinking.

Jill still calls us best
friends, but I'm afraid she’ll
betray me and tell Kelly
everything we talk about. We
used to make fun of Kelly for
being a slut. Now I feel like
can’t open up to my best friend. It hurts to see
them together and not inviting me to things.
What do I do?

F

—TOTALLY LEFT OUT

DEAR LEFT OUT: Calling a girl a slut or
a “ho”is a form of bullying. It won't bring Jill
back to you or closer to you. In fact, it will
likely do the opposite.

Because you feel you are no longer as
close to Jill as you were, recognize that it’s
time to widen your circle of friends and
explore activities that do not involve her or
Kelly. The more friends you make, the less
dependent you will be on one person.

DEAR ABBY: What does it say about a
man when he won’t accept a friend request
on Facebook from his wife of 20 years?

He has been unfaithful in the past. He has
several hundred friends on there from all
over the country as he travels a lot. But he
not only refuses to accept my request, he also
refuses to say why.

I'm new to Facebook; he has been on for
years. I don’t have many friends because
T've been pretty isolated, and now I want to
reconnect. But if my own husband won’t ac-
cept my friend request, should I even bother
trying to friend anyone else? Oh, and if 1
friend any of my old male friends, hell ac-
cuse ME of cheating, even though that’s his
thing, not mine.

— NO FOLLOWERS IN THE WEST

DEAR NO FOLLOWERS: Following your
husband on Facebook is the least of your
problems. You already know he is secretive
and has cheated on you. If you feel isolated,
you have the right to reach out to anyone

ing in middle school drama

your heart desires, whether they're male or
female.

Oh, and one more thing, If he accuses
you of cheating, it may be because he has or
is. Do you really need me to tell you that if
you're unhappy you need to talk with a li-
censed therapist about it? Please consider it.

DEAR ABBY: Is it considered rude to

stretch in public?
— STEPHANIE IN SALT
DEAR LAKE CITY
ABBY DEAR STEPHANIE: I
suppose it depends upon

what someone is stretching,
Ifit attracts attention or causes distraction,
I suppose it is rude, but I wouldn’t consider
it a social transgression worthy of incarcera-
tion.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I married
very young by today’s standards. We met
when I was 17, started dating when I was
18, became engaged at 19 and married at
20. My family supported the marriage. We
completed a full year of premarital counsel-
ing and a weekend marriage course, as well.
We're financially stable and very much in
love.

Two years later, we're still happy as ever
and know that marrying was the right
choice for us.

Acquaintances and strangers often feel the
need to tell us that our marriage “‘won’t last.”
Some even go as far as to say, “Are you crazy?
Why would you do that?” Is there a polite
way to respond to these comments? We find
them hurtful and insulting.

—YOUNGAND IN LOVE

DEAR IN LOVE: Those comments are
not only rude and insulting, they are also
presumptuous, and a reflection of the speak-
ers’ biases and possible problems with mak-
ing a commitment. But please do not sink
to their level. Marrying late is no guarantee
that the union will be successful, either. To
those who say it won't last, smile and reply,
“Time will tell.” It’s the truth.

ANOTE TO PARENTS OF YOUNG
CHILDREN: If your little ones will be out
trick-or-treating tonight, please be sure they
are supervised to assure their safety.

Tourists flee

typhon-ravaged

Northern Mariana Islands

By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher
Associated Press

A super typhoon that
ravaged a Pacific U.S. ter-
ritory sent tourists fleeing
and postponed elections as
residents struggled with
a power outage, destroyed
homes and long lines for
gasoline.

U.S. Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands
Gov. Ralph Torres said on his
office’s Facebook page that
elections will be postponed
until Nov. 13. Early voting
will now begin Nov. 6.

The delay won't affect a
balance of power in Con-
gress since the islands
only have one non-voting
member. In addition to the
delegate to Congress, resi-
dents will vote on governor
and other local races.

Tropical weather has
affected other elections in
the past. Some results in
the 2014 Hawaii primary
were delayed nearly a week
as residents in two rural
districts on the Big Island
couldn’t vote on election day
because of damage from
Hurricane Iselle. A make-up
primary for about 8,000 of
those residents was held six
days later.

Torres and his lieutenant
governor running mate will
suspend campaign events to
focus on recovery, he wrote
on Facebook.

“Exercising your right to
vote is an important part of
our democracy and our free-
dom,” he said. “Taking care
of yourself and your family
is even more important.”

At category 5, Super Ty-
phoon Yutu was the stron-
gest storm to hit any part of
the U.S. this year.

Saipan, the largest island,
is a popular tourist desti-
nation for travelers from
South Korea and China.
There were 3,200 tourists
when Yutu hit, said governor
spokesman Kevin Bautista.

The South Korean govern-
ment flew most of their
nationals out on military
planes over the weekend,
he said, and other tourists
have been flying home now
that commercial flights have
resumed out of the Saipan
airport.

The American Red Cross
and other volunteers have
been giving out meals and
water for drinking. There
are water stations where
each vehicle can receive up
to 50 gallons (190 liters) of
non-potable water for needs
such as bathing, Medical
teams were sent to shelters
to provide services.

Nearby territory Guam
has sent 140 members of its
National Guard to help with
recovery efforts, according to
Torres’ office Facebook page.

“There were so many
people in line and some were
unable to get anything or
only able to get very little,”
Edwin Propst, a member of
the House of Representa-
tives, said Tuesday.

Yet, he’s confident the U.S.
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency is doing
its best to help. “They have
shown they do care. So we
are grateful for whatever
they can give,” he said.

President Donald Trump
approved a disaster declara-
tion, making federal funding
available to affected people
in the Northern Marianas.

Most of the homes on the
island of Tinian were de-

stroyed by a direct hit from
Yutu, residents said. Accord-
ing to initial assessments,
there were 183 homes on
Tinian that were destroyed
or suffered major damage.
On Saipan, that number was
779. Bautista didn’t have es-
timates for how many homes
are on each island. Rota
suffered the least amount of
damage with 51 badly dam-
aged or destroyed homes,
but like Saipan and Tinian,
Rota was still without power.

On Saipan there were
2-mile (3.2-kilometer) gas
lines and it could take three
months to restore 50 percent
power to Tinian, according
to the territory’s recovery as-
sessment released Monday.

Over 96 hours after the
storm, there were 121
typhoon-related emergency
room visits, the assessment
said. There was one storm-
related death: a woman
who took shelter in an
abandoned building that
collapsed.

“I look to this as a miracle
in some respects,” Propst, the
lawmaker, said of there not
being more casualties. “We
are a predominantly Catholic
community. I just think we
were graced by God. For so
many people that I talked to
that were in these structures
that were totally destroyed
and to come out with only
minor bruises and cut is in
itself a miracle.”

The territory has building
codes meant to withstand
typhoon winds, but many
poor families can't afford to
build full concrete structures,
Propst said: “Most of our
families live in a mix of wood
and tin and semi-concrete
structures.”
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