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that was too much for Marsh-
field to overcome. Presley
Justice, who led the Tigers
with 17 kills, had three kills
in a four-point stretch for an
8-5 lead, and Seavert made
it 13-6 with a kill. An ace by
Mallory Heyer of Marshfield
— one of 16 the Pirates had
on the day — cut the margin
to five, but Jaiden Hafer and
Seavert finished the match
with back-to-back kills to set
off a deafening celebration.

“T thought it was unbeliev-
able, how we were so down
and we came back,” Justice,
who also had 26 digs, said.
“But I knew we could do it.”

Ending the four-year post-
season home losing streak
— which included first-round
losses in 2014 and 2015, and
play-in game losses the last
two seasons — appeared to
be a farfetched prospect after
two sets. The Pirates never
trailed in the opening set
and then rallied from a 10-2
deficit in set two to take their
commanding 2-0 lead. Alex
Locati, who had 17 kills, and
McKayla Myrand, who had
10 kills, both had six through
what was a rough first two
sets for a scrambling La
Grande defense and serve-
receive team. Marshfield had
more than halfits kills (22)
and halfits aces (nine) in the
first two sets alone.

But Becker-Bisenius said
she told her team to keep
fighting. Her message?
“They’re not going to let us
win. You have to play with
heart right now. You have to
step it up. We have heart. —1I
(saw it in) you guys when we
won the league champion-
ship,” she said.

Justice added: “We just
said, We're still in it It’s any-
body’s game in volleyball.”

The Tigers used that
spark on both offense and
defense to take set three,
leading it wire-to-wire be-
hind five kills from Justice.
Defensively, La Grande
found a way to dig hits that
had gone down for kills in
the first two sets. The Tigers
were also more effective at
getting Marshfield out of
system, which weakened the
Pirates’ attack.

“Our practice this week
helped a lot,” Felicity Hous-
ton, who had 29 digs to lead
the back line, said. “Working
together as a team, knowing
we're there for each other,
knowing ‘If I don’t get this,
you've got my back, or vise
versa.”

Even Marshfield Head
Coach Tammie Montiel said
La Grande’s defense was a
crucial part of its comeback.

“La Grande played
scrappy,” she said. “They dug
up a lot of hits in the third
and fourth sets, and in the
first couple of sets they were
letting the ball get down.
That always gets in the hit-
ter’s head (when she thinks),
T just had my hardest shot
and they dug it up — what
do I do next?”

Marshfield appeared to
shake off the third and was
in control much of the fourth
set, leading 18-11 late on
a kill by Heyer before La
Grande rallied. The Tigers
got within 19-16 on an ace
by Justice and pulled even at
21-21 after a Seavert kill and
an errant attack by Marsh-
field. The Pirates briefly
retook the lead before La
Grande scored the final four
points to even the match.

“We started picking up
their hard balls on defense
(and) we started blocking a
little bit better as the day
went on, so it slowed them
down. That kind of started to
get in their head a little bit,”
Becker-Bisenius said. “That
helped give us that momen-
tum. We're scrappy, and we
can dig a lot of (hits) that you
don’t think are going to be
dug”

That fact was evidenced
on the stat sheet, with the
Tigers collecting 121 digs
on the match. Along with
Houston and Justice, Sea-

LOCAL SCHEDULE

Tuesday

PREP BOYS SOCCER
* North Marion at

La Grande, Class 4A
state playoffs, first
round, Community
Stadium, 5 p.m.
Wednesday

PREP GIRLS SOCCER
* North Marion at La
Grande, Class 4A state
playoffs, first round,
Community Stadium,

1 p.m.

— Subject to change

vert, who also had 13 Kills,
helped key the back line with
28 digs. Jacie Howton and
Kenzie Williams both added
double-doubles, with Howton
tallying 20 assists and 14
digs and Williams adding 16
assists and 11 digs.

“It was our hustle plays
and our determination dur-
ing that last game, just the
hunger to win,” Houston said
of her team’s comeback.

The effort in the rally fired
up the LHS fan base, which
Becker-Bisenius credited for
giving the Tigers extra fuel.
The crowd was particularly

raucous in the latter stages of

the fourth set, ratcheting up
with each point in the final
set and going into delirium
on the winning kill.

“I'm so excited how many
people came out to cheer our
team on today. Our crowd
was fantastic,” she said.
“That helped us win big
time. We had tons of people
here and they were loud. We
play well when our crowd is
cheering”

The Tigers (17-5 overall)
will face Valley Catholic in
the quarterfinals Friday at
Forest Grove.

Also

JOSEPHTOPS DEFENDING
CHAMPIONS; BADGERS
WIN AGAIN

The Joseph Eagles reached
the Class 1A quarterfinals
for the second year in a row,
topping four-time defending
champion Country Christian
in a five-set battle in the
second round of the state
playoffs Saturday afternoon,
25-21, 16-25, 25-21, 22-25,
18-16.

“So proud of the girls,”
Joseph Head Coach Jill Hite
said. “In the final set they
won with sheer determi-
nation. What an amazing
group of young ladies. (I'm)
very honored to be their
coach.”

Sabrina Albee led the
Eagles with 12 kills and
eight digs. Emma Hite had
eight kills and four blocks,
Madelyn Nelson tallied six
kills and eight digs, and both
Camille Crenshaw and Kana
Oliver had nine digs.

The Powder Valley Bad-
gers are also returning to the
Class 1A quarterfinals after
a two-year hiatus, sweeping
Damascus Christian at home
in the second round of the
state playoffs Saturday,
26-24, 25-17,25-21.

“The realization of their
team goal to make it to the
state tournament had come
to fruition,” Head Coach
Marji Lind said in describ-
ing the postgame celebra-
tion. “So excited for these
girls, all 12 of them. They
have worked so hard, put
in so much time, pushed
each other to improve and
remained focused.”

The Badgers (31-0 overall)
and Eagles (24-8) will square
off in the quarterfinals of the
1A tournament Friday morn-
ing in Redmond. Powder Val-
ley has won all four previous
matchups this season.
UNION SWEPT OUT OF
PLAYOFFS

The Union Bobcats vol-
leyball team saw its season
end in the first round of the
Class 2A state playoffs with
a road sweep at the hands
of the Central Linn Cobras
Saturday, 25-12, 25-19, 25-22.

Stats were not available.

The Bobcats finish the
season with an overall record
of 13-11.
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PLAY OUR GONTEST

Select the winning teams from this
weekend’s college & NFL Games!
You may be a winner!

WIN

25 0°]15¢°]10

HERE’S HOW:
Watch for the Football Contest page every
Monday in the La Grande Observer.

A different numbered football game will appear
in each of the sponsor boxes. Enter the advertiser
name and game winner on the corresponding
numbered line on the official entry form below,
plus be sure to pick the remaining games already
listed on the entry form plus the tiebreaker game.
Pick the winner and the final score. In the case
of an unbreakable tie the winnings will be split
equally.

Entries must be postmarked by midnight this
Thursday or dropped off at The La Grande
Observer by 4 p.m. this Friday. Late entries will
be considered invalid.

Mail entries to: Football Contest, La Grande
Observer, 1406 Fifth Street, La Grande OR 97850
or drop off at our office at the same address.

Limit 1 entry per person. Maximum of 2 entries
per household per week. The contest is open to
everyone in Union and Wallowa counties. No
photocopies accepted. Employees of The Observer
and their immediate families not eligible.
Winners will be announced in Wednesday’s ad
each week. Decisions of the judges are final.
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Windshield Replacement
\

+ Over 30 years experience * All workmanship guaranteed

+ Locally owned & operated
+ Automotive Glass Replacement and Rock Chip Repair

1. Georgia at Kentucky
2. Oklahoma at Texas Tech

GlasSmith

Larry & Deby Smith - Owners

(541) 963-0474
Toll Free (877) 963-0474
Thank You For Your Business

5. Alabama 17 A1
6. Penn State a /{01 (1]

Big game

+ Special Events + Lipton Teas
+ Five Gallon & Bottled Water + Starbucks
* Restaurant & Office Coffee + Gatorade
+ Sobe Products * AMP Energy
* Ocean Spray Juices * Bang Energy

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. of
Eastern Oregon Inc.

2404 E. H Ave. La Grande
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Clip Out This Official Entry Blank
I Name
| Address
I City.
Phone

I Email
GAME ADVERTISER

No.1
I No. 2
No. 3
No. 4
I No. 5
I No. 6
No. 7
I No. 8
I No.9
No. 10
I No. 11
No. 12
No. 13
No. 14
| No.15

State Zip

WINNING TEAM

LA Rams at New Orleans

Green Bay at N England
Tennessee at Dallas

I TIEBREAKER GAME. CIRCLE WINNER AND FILL IN FINAL SCORE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AT EASTERN OREGON
L
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MJ Goss Motor PLAY OF THE WEEK

. Stanford at Washington 4. Florida State at NC State

7. lowa at Purdue

8. Atlanta at Washington

2906 Island Avenue, La Grande 541-963-2161
www.legacyford.net

FURNITURE & MATTRESS
11. Houston at Denver 12. Los Angeles Chargers at Seattle
Monday-Saturday 10-6

215 EIm Street - La Grande
(541) 963-5440




