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NASA teams with drone company to test UAS tech in Pendleton

By Antonio Sierra
East Oregonian

Amid a year of growth in
operations at the Pendleton
Unmanned Aerial Systems
Range, drone company
PAE ISR signed a deal with
NASA to develop and dem-
onstrate sensory technology
on its Resolute Eagle drone.

Jake Jacobs, the chief
technology officer at PAE
ISR, said the company is ex-
pected to utilize the drone’s
sense and avoid capabilities
for a demonstration in 2020.

Pendleton UAS Range
Manager Darryl Abling said
a drone’s ability to either
autonomously avoid or send
information to a pilot about
other potential aircraft or
obstacles will be critical to
the integration of UAS into
the national airspace.

While the Federal
Aviation Administration has
usually been the primary
agency involved with bring-
ing unmanned aircraft into
the public skies, Jacobs
said NASA is acting as the
“middleman” in this demon-
stration.

Jacobs said that if the
demonstrations put on by
PAE and other two com-
panies selected out of 88
proposals is successful, the
federal government could
use the technology as the
standard for future drones.
Abling said the NASA proj-
ect will mean more activity
at the range as PAE ISR
ramps up operations over
the next two years ahead of
the demonstration.

PAE ISR has seen a quick
rise to prominence at the

Pendleton airport, moving
from a back room at the
range’s Mission Control and
Innovation Center to the
massive World War II-era
hangar near the airport
terminal.

Steve Chrisman, Pend-
leton airport manager and
economic development direc-
tor, said the hangar used to
act as aircraft storage and a
“giant aviary” that rented for
164,000, but PAE ISR has
made some renovations of
its own.

The drone company is
installing new floors and
converting some of the side
rooms into a lobby, meeting
room, and office space.

All of this has been made
possible because the Ster-
ling, Virginia-based compa-
ny’s business is expanding.

In addition to the NASA
partnership, PAE ISR
already has a contract with
the Navy to develop Reso-
lute Eagle for surveillance
and reconnaissance mis-
sions.

Ken Bisconer, PAE ISR’s
West Coast director of flight
operations, said the com-
pany’s personnel presence in
Pendleton has grown from
10 to 27, and he’s currently
looking to hire three more
people.

Bisconer said he’s hired
four people from the Oregon
Army National Guard’s
Pendleton facility and two
more who were previously
stationed in Pendleton and
wanted to move back.

Among the roles Bis-
coner is looking to fill is an
electric engineer position.

He also prefers hiring locally
because they’ll know where
to find the right parts and
already have a network of
connections.

Bisconer anticipated that
the company’s operation
in Pendleton could double
within the next year.

“It’s just a crazy time for
us right now,” he said.

Bisconer also highlighted
the company’s work in the
community, which includes
donating technology to a
Pendleton Parks and Rec-
reation drone program and
opening discussions with
Blue Mountain Community
College about starting a
UAS training class.

For Abling, it’s proof that
the city’s early investments
in the command center and
other infrastructure were

worth the money.

Bisconer said PAE ISR
considered several places
to locate their drone testing
operation, but Pendleton’s
resources and customer ser-
vice put them over the top.

“If you don’t have it, they’ll
find some place that will,”
Abling said.

But as PAE ISR and other
companies start to grow at
the airport, the UAS range
could become a victim of its
OWN SuCCess.

Bisconer said he antici-
pated that PAE ISR would
need an additional hangar
in six to nine months.

With no vacant hangars to
spare, Chrisman said one of
the airport’s main challenges
is finding a way to build
more hangar space to meet
demand.

Commuissioner: Officials ignored subpoenas over misconduct

The Associated Press

PORTLAND — Oregon’s
State Labor Commissioner
has accused legislators of
ignoring subpoenas issued by
his agency in its investiga-
tion of sexual harassment at
the Capitol.

The Wednesday court fil-
ings seek contempt of court
rulings and $1,000 a day in
fines against Senate Presi-
dent Peter Courtney, House
Speaker Tina Kotek, Senate
Republican Leader Jackie

Winters and nine others
who Brad Avakian accuses
of disregarding subpoenas,
The Oregonian/OregonLive
reported .

The subpoenas were neces-
sary because Avakian has
reason to believe they would
protect key documents from
“imminent destruction,” ac-
cording to the filing.

In August, Avakian filed a
complaint with his own Bu-
reau of Labor and Industries,
accusing fellow Democrats

of covering up a culture of
sexual harassment at the
Capitol. Avakian charged
that Kotek, Courtney and
officials including Legislature
attorney Dexter Johnson and
human resources director
Lore Christopher failed to
stop sexual harassment by
then-Sen. Jeff Kruse despite
longstanding complaints
against him.

Republican Sen. Jeff Kruse
was found to have sexually
harassed or groped a number

Pendleton man faces
federal time for
molestation

PENDLETON —Shane
Britton of Pendleton faces
upward of two years in fed-
eral prison for molesting a
girl on the Umatilla Indian
Reservation.

A federal jury in Port-
land on Wednesday found
Britton, 43, guilty of
abusive sexual contact. Ac-
cording to court documents,
Britton molested the minor
in June 2016 while staying
with her and her mother at
their home on the Umatilla
Indian Reservation near
Pendleton. The girl and
her mother are members
of the Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation, according to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for Oregon. Britton is not a
tribal member.

The evidence at the two-
day trial showed Britton
“subjected the victim to
a series of unwanted and
progressively more inva-
sive physical encounters,”
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
reported. “In a recorded
interview, Britton initially
denied the allegation of
abusive sexual contact, but
later admitted he inap-
propriately touched the
victim.”

The FBI investigated
the case with the Umatilla
Tribal Police Department.
Britton’s sentencing is
Jan. 23, 2019, before U.S.
District Judge Michael H.
Simon. The maximum sen-
tence for the crime is two
years in prison, a $250,000
fine and five years of post-
prison supervision.

Oregon woman sues
Bank of America after
losing $13K in scam

PORTLAND — An Or-
egon woman is suing Bank
of America, claiming a Hills-
boro branch transferred
$13,000 from her account to
scammers.

The Oregonian/Or-
egonLive reports Rebekah
“Becky” Adams filed the
lawsuit this week, claiming
a teller failed to inform her
that the money she wanted
transferred was actually
sent to a different Bank of
America account.

The lawsuit claims the

teller transferred the money
despite the bank placing a
flag on the account, warning
of past suspicious or fraudu-
lent activity:.

According to the suit,
Adams tried to stop the
transfer, and the bank
claimed it was able to “de-
lete” the transfer and that
her money was back in her
account.

A Bank of America repre-
sentative says the company
is investigating the com-
plaint.

US government asks
Supreme Court to
halt climate lawsuit

EUGENE — The federal
government has again asked
the USS. Supreme Court
to intervene in a climate
change lawsuit filed by a
group of young people that
is scheduled to go to trial in
Oregon later this month.

The Register-Guard re-
ports government attorneys
filed a mandamus petition
Thursday seeking to dismiss
the case, which aims to force
the government to take ac-
tion on climate change.

A group of 21 young
people filed the suit in 2015,
arguing that the federal
government’s actions violate
their constitutional rights.
The suit seeks a court order
directing the government to
stop permitting, authorizing
and subsidizing fossil fuels
and to work to stabilize the
climate.

The trial is scheduled to
begin Oct. 29 in U.S. District
Court in Eugene.

Clark College to close
because of planned
protest

VANCOUVER, Wash.

(AP) — Clark College in
Vancouver will close Monday
in response to a planned
campus demonstration by
right-wing group Patriot
Prayer.

President Bob Knight in a
letter encouraged students,
staff and faculty to avoid the
campus for the day if pos-
sible. He cited past violence
associated with the group
and concerns from the school
community.

The Clark College event
is one of two Vancouver
college campus demonstra-
tions planned by Patriot
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From wire reports

Prayer next week in protest
of Initiative 1639, a Wash-
ington state bill that would
require more background
checks for people buying
semi-automatic rifles, an
increased age limit for those
gun buyers to 21.

Two students
sickened after eating
marijuana-infused
Oreos

MEDFORD — Two
students at South Medford
High School were taken to
a hospital by ambulance
after eating Oreo cookies
drizzled with marijuana-
infused oil.

The Mail Tribune reports
Friday that the students
were conscious and able to
talk while they were being
transported on Thursday
afternoon.

District spokeswoman
Natalie Hurd tells the
newspaper that a third stu-
dent got sick on Tuesday
and may have also ingested
marijuana, but the evi-
dence isn'’t as clear.

The district says it is
seeing an increase in the
use of marijuana edibles
among students.
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REDMOND — A Red- Authorities say a 44-year-  caused him to fall. He

mond man who was await-
ing trial on several sex
abuse charges has removed
his GPS monitoring ankle
bracelet and is missing.

The Bulletin reports
Friday that Michael
Tallman, the former direc-
tor of a Redmond charter
school, was supposed to go
to trial Tuesday but police
found his ankle bracelet in
the Bend area and believe
he is planning to flee the
state.

The 45-year-old Tallman
changed his name from Mi-
chael Bremont last year.

He has already served
prison time for sexually
abusing two female stu-
dents under the age of 18
at Redmond Proficiency
Academy and at Central
Linn High School in Halsey,
where he worked as a prin-
cipal until 2006.
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old Portland man suffered
a medical event and died in
a fall on Mount St. Helens.
The Skamania County
Sheriff’s Office said Friday
that the man was hiking
Thursday with a group of
three at about the 6,700-
foot (2,042-meter) level in

injured his head, but it ap-
pears the fall didn’t cause
his death.

Officials say the group of
climbers started CPR on the
man as a helicopter crew
flew to the area. The man
was pronounced dead at the
scene.
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“I have known Wes for over 15 years.

He appeared before me in court many
times. | always found Wes to be honest,
well prepared, and ready to fight for his
client’s rights. Wes is the judge Eastern
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Our Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
provider team and staff will be on

hand to support our Mountaineers!

Benjamin Olson, DO

Orthopedic Surgeon
Sports Medicine

Nathan Bolton, PA-C

Orthopedics
Sports Medicine

Clay Hill, FNP-C, DC
Orthopedics
Sports Medicine

Join us for some tailgate fun on
Saturday, October 20th. Stop by to
meet our team—come early enough
and you could take home a FREE

Ortho & Sports Med tee!

Visit grh.org/ortho for information on our clinic

Call us @541.663.3100 33’;?.2::‘2333.,..@



