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Grown child keeps meetings with
ex-stepfather a secret from mom

DEAR ABBY: When I was in my first year
of college, my mother divorced my stepdad.
“Charlie” was part of my life for 12 years, but
since their divorce, she insists I have no con-
tact with him. Charlie visits the state where

I'now live several times a year to see a friend
and invites me to have dinner with him. I do,

but because of Mom’s demand, I ask him to

keep our time together a secret. If she knew we

were in contact, I think she
would cut me out of her life.
Growing up, Charlie was a
father figure to me — a very
important person in my life.
Spending time with him is

awkward, but it would feel wrong to never see
him again. We were family for many years.
feel that as an adult, I should be able to decide
for myself who I stay in contact with. I don’t
know the whole story about their breakup, and
honestly, I don’t care to know. Should I honor
my mother’s wishes and have no more contact
with him, or go with my gut and keep him in

my life?

— FORGIVE OR FORGET OUT WEST
DEAR FORGIVE: Go with your gut. As an

adult, you do have the right to choose with

whom you associate, and your mother should
not be insisting upon it with no explanation.

DEAR ABBY: I have an etiquette ques-

tion I can’t find an answer to on the internet.

My family travels a great deal, and there
are always unattended wheelchairs parked

around the airport. My teenage brother thinks
it’s perfectly fine to get in them and start play-
ing with them, because “no one’s using them.”

The rest of my family thinks it’s rude to use

a wheelchair as a toy. How do you view this
and how should my parents explain it to him?

Thanks.
— CLAIRE IN FLORIDA

DEAR CLAIRE: Assistive devices are not
toys, and they should not be “played with” by
those who don't need to use them. That’s how
I view it. Have your parents actually TOLD
your brother “No™? If they have and he does it
anyway, it’s time for them to act like parents,

make clear that there are consequences for
disobedience and follow through.

DEAR ABBY: My son recently graduated

with a master’s degree. He'’s a fine young man,

did extremely well all through his schooling
and has never given his father or me a second
of worry. He has not been able to find a job. It’s
frustrating for him and discouraging, but we
know he will, and we encourage him any way
we can.

My question is how do I deal with the bar-
rage of inquiries from neighbors, hairstylist,
co-workers and friends who constantly ask

if he has found a job yet?
am sick of it! It's none of their

DEAR business, and I never ask them
ABBY anything about their families’
employment. Please help.
— MISSOURI MOM
DEAR MOM: Handle it this way. Say,

“When he does, I'll let you know.” Then
change the subject.

DEAR ABBY: My fiance’s ex-girlfriend
“Amanda” has been living with his parents for
more than three years. I feel cheated out of the
opportunity to have a daughter-like relation-
ship with my fiance’s parents. I want her to
move out.

I have discussed this with my fiance, and
he talked to his mother and told her that we're
getting married and it’s time for Amanda to
leave. Amanda also agrees it’s time for her to
move, but my future mother-in-law doesn’.

1 don’t think she wants to let go of Amanda
and her grandson. It’s like Amanda is her
daughter.

Idon’t like the situation. It’s not normal,
and I don’t know what to do. Should I con-
front his mother or just stay quiet? [ want to
feel like I'm the daughter-in-law, not Amanda!
Please help.

— CHEATED IN HOLLAND, MICH.

DEAR CHEATED: I see nothing positive to
be gained from a confrontation. Once you and
your fiance are married, you will be the only
daughter-in-law.

However, you will have to accept that
Amanda’s child will always be your in-laws’
grandchild. Regardless of how far or how
fast Amanda moves out, her child will have a
place in their hearts and their lives. Having
had their grandchild living in their home for
this period of time has intensified the bond.
Please consider carefully how this will affect
you before you marry this man, because feel-
ing as you do, it may be a difficult adjustment.

After storm shuts down radio
stations, 2 hosts carry on

By Mike Schneider munity;” Streeter said.
Associated Press But even without a radio

ORLANDO — First Hur- signal, he and Dunning have
ricane Michael damaged continued to tell the commu-
the radio station where they nity about developments like
worked and then the owner these:
shut the station down per- “#RumorControL: The curfew
manently — but that hasn’t has not been extended. The
stopped two Florida radio hosts  curfew is 6:30 pm. to 6:30 am.,”
from continuing their mission ~ said one post from Monday on
of informing their listeners dur-  the Facebook page of “The Gulf
ing the disaster: Coast Morning Show w/ Flip &

Instead, Tiffany Dunning Streeter”
and Sean Streeter, turned to Former listeners are grateful.
their Facebook page to provide “After your company has de-
a constant stream of updates cided to close everything down,
on recovery efforts. your only concern is keeping us

“People are relying on our informed. This is a testament to
communication right now, the kind of people you are and
where people can find food, the kind of people they are,”
where people can find water. said one listener, James Rodg-
There’s a lot of confusion with ~ ers, on the program’s Facebook
that,” Streeter told The Associ-  page.
ated Press. “We are looking at communi-

He and Dunning worked ties that are completely gone
for Panama City Beach radio in some cases,” Rodgers said
station Kick'n 103.5,ownedby ~ Monday in a phone call from
Powell Broadcasting. Panama City Beach. “Any pos-

In the days after Michael sible means of communications
ruptured everyday life, the at this point is crucial to get
station was a lifeline of infor- information about resources.”
mation for Florida Panhandle Officials with Powell Broad-
residents, debunking rumors casting didn’t return multiple
and telling residents where calls and emails, nor did of-
to find hot food and ice, phone ficials with its parent company,
charging stations and dialysis ~ Baton Rouge, Louisiana-based
treatment. The Powell Group.

But Powell Broadcasting Jeff Storey, who ran Powell
last Saturday shut down its Broadcasting’s operations in
operations and those of three the Florida Panhandle, told
other Florida Panhandleradio  another Powell Broadcasting
stations because of damage station in Sioux City; Iowa, that
from the hurricane. their 150-foot tower snapped

In a phone interview from in half
Panama City Beach, Streeter “We're in a tough situation
choked up when asked about with trying to get any employ-
the timing of the station’s ees back,” Storey told KSCJ.
shutdown. Other media outlets contin-

“To make this announce- ued delivering the news even
ment at this time, three days when their operations were
after everybody’s world is damaged by the storm.
flipped upside down is disap- The News Herald building
pointing to me and our com- in Panama City was damaged

but journalists worked from
the parking lot after the storm
passed.

Ahead of the storm’s landing,
Streeter evacuated to Birming-
ham, Alabama, and Dunning
went to Nashville so they
would have power and Internet
to communicate with listeners
via the station’s Facebook page.
Streeter has since returned to
Panama City Beach. Dunning
has a newborn and hasn’t
made it back yet

Once they found out they no
longer had jobs, the two radio
hosts decided to keep the infor-
mation flowing on their own
Facebook page. They viewed
it as one-stop market of every
strand of information related
to hurricane relief, so residents
don’t have to look up multiple
sites to find out what's going on.

They say they arent going
anywhere until the crisis is
over.

“This is what we signed
up for as broadcasters, to get
information anyway we can,”
Streeter said. “This is our
focus, and this is what we have
decided to do now”

PICK’N PATCH

We will be OPENING
7 on October 5th!

Where: Corner of Booth Lane and
Lower Cove Road
When: Friday and Saturday:
9am-6pm
) Sunday: 10am-4pm
)‘ Monday-Thursday: By appointment
7) What you will find:
Small corn maze, several
Svarieties of pumpkins and gourds,
straw bales, corn stalks.
If you would like to schedule a
. school field trip or other event,
Y& please call the number listed below.
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
) PickNPatchFarm
farmkidsatoregonwireless.net
Please call
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