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ODOT that occur on the interstate ~ driver out of Nampa, ers chaining up, Hove pre-
during the winter time Idaho, was driving a 2011 viously told The Observer.
Continued from Page 1A increases dramatically. The ~Kenworth truck in the left The state has built in
the chain-up permits will cold temperatures make lane and was allegedly chain-up areas for semis,
be allowed to provide this for slick conditions, which  traveling too fast for the but sometimes they are
service to truck drivers in is why a limited amount of  conditions. The driver had  overflowed, or truck driv-
designated chain-up areas. ~ people can be on the side of  to brake suddenly when ers don’t know where they
The permits will be valid the road. the vehicle in front of are and stop on the side of
between Nov. 1 and April In the past, crashes have  him had either slowed or the road not designated for
1, 2019, according to the occurred because people stopped in the lane, OSP a chain-up area.
release. are not driving for the Sgt. Kyle Hove told The Permits are issued to
“This is a safety issue,” road conditions. In 2015, Observer. give truck drivers some
ODOT Permit Specialist a chain reaction of acci- The trailer jackknifed help and move them along
Tom Lapp said. “Limit- dents occurred because one  and plowed into the quickly, but safety is an
ing permits for each lane of the interstate was chain-up area. In total, issue during these times
district is necessary to blocked by trucks chaining ~ the Nampa man’s trailer as well.
help control the number of  up. A two-mile stretch of took out at least four semis For more information,
Observer file photo  PeOple working along state  accidents happened during  before it finally stoppedin ~ or to apply for a permit,
ODOT will issue three permits for the -84 Ladd Canyon area  highways during winter that incident. the left lane, Hove said. contact Lynn Elliott at the
in Union County for those who want to earn money by help-  weather conditions.” Just days before Christ- Drivers rarely change La Grande office at 541-
ing chain up commercial vehicles during winter months. The amount of crashes mas in 2015, a semi-truck  lanes to give room to truck-  963-8407.
EOU When she’s not working at EOU, the stock market crashed in 2008. PETS EN S E ried about closing down,”
Hamm likes to backcountry ski, hike In 2009, he began teaching math- Parker said. “We've had
Continued from Page 1A and bike around town. ematics and computer science at high Continued from Page 1A S0 many stores come into
in 2012. At OSU, she earned a master’s ) schools and middle schools in Southern surrendered by their town (and later close) or
degree in public health and a doctorate ~ 1im Harrison California. Now; Harrison has his first owner(s). the market is already
in kinesiology in 2016. Following her When Tim Harrison received a full-time teaching job at a university. Petsense’s partnership oversaturated. This seemed
graduation from OSU, Hamm became master’s degree in computer science “I was applying for anything that I with the local shelter is the like something that was
an assistant professor at Georgia Gwin-  in 1978, degrees in the field were not was qualified for;” Harrison said. first of many outreach efforts ~ different.”
nett College in Lawrenceville, Georgia. nearly as common as they are today. Also in his first year at EOU, Har- the business hopes to make The store encompasses pet
She said she was drawn to EOU because “T taught as an adjunct professor at rison hopes to engage more with the — another being with the care of all kinds — from cats
of its location and the size of the univer-  two different universities in (what was ~ campus. He had never visited city’s Parks and Recreation ~ and dogs to birds, reptiles
sity. called) ‘graduate computer science, La Grande before he came for an on- Department’s dog park and fish — and offers an
Hamm said she plans to be at EOU which today would be what a fresh- campus interview, and had only visited at Riverside Park. Parker array of pet supplies and
for the foreseeable future. man took,” Harrison said, pointingout ~ Portland once before. emphasized the store’s desire  services, including grooming.
“I definitely like it here. It seems students coming into graduate pro- “(I want to) become more comfort- to be an asset to the commu-  Though the store doesn’t sell
like a great fit for talking about health ~ grams in computer science often had an  able with the way EOU operates and nity, whether through more ~ cats or dogs, tinier creatures
promotion and combining that with our ~ undergraduate degree in another field. ~ become a part of the community,” he partnerships or helpingout  such as bearded dragons,
focus on physical activity from the de- After teaching as an adjunct at North  said, adding another reason he and his in other ways, saying the leopard geckos and betta fish
partment,” she said. “I think there area  Texas and Texas Woman’s College in wife decided to move to company “really likes being ~ are available in-store.
lot of opportunities to engage students  the early 1980s, Harrison spent almost ~ La Grande was that it was a good fit for involved (and) wants to be “We don’t have anything
with outdoor health opportunities.” 30 years working as a professional their hobbies. here for the community.” else (in La Grande) that
In addition to teaching, Hamm said computer scientist. He called himself a Harrison said in his first semester The City of La Grande caters more to small-pet sup-
she hopes to help students get involved ~ “generalist” who didn’t specialize in any  at EOU, he has a very heavy load. He’s announced Petsense’s open-  plies,” Parker said. “We have
in the La Grande community. specific part of computer science. Inhis  teaching three classes, while also in the ing this summer. The city's ~ a wide variety (at Petsense),
“I'm currently looking at trying to professional career, Harrison worked for  midst of designing the curriculum for Economic Development where a lot of other stores
connect with community organizations  a range of companies from large outfits ~ two online classes he'll be teaching in office had been working are more limited on what
and see what the need is in the commu-  such as Texas Instruments to much future semesters. with the company since they actually have to offer
nity for health promotion,” Hamm said. = smaller ones such as Complete Data “Right now I'm trying to survive spring 2017, when it was because they’re a bigger
“My passion is working with individu-  Solutions. and stay above water,” Harrison said. identified by the Buxton retail space, whereas we
als with disabilities, so (I am) trying to Harrison left the computer science “Pm hoping in a few years I will have Company as a good fit for specialize in all that.”
work with a community organization field after the dot-com bubble burst in mastered the courses 'm teaching and the area. Buxton, which has “T project us staying
to help them out and also provide an the early 2000s and then worked fora ~ we will have continued developing the contracted with the city’s around. [ see us growing
opportunity for students to get some couple of years as a U.S. stock options computer science program into some- Urban Renewal Agency to with the community and
experience.” trader, but stopped that endeavor after  thing (that) gets recognition.” provide viable economic really being able to help out
development opportuni- with the animal issues we
ties for the city to pursue, have around here, especial-
TR E E if it were not for Mike,” said determined the pet chain ly with adoption,” Parker
Wells. could potentially thrive in said of the store’s initial
Continued from Poge 1A Wells described Wood as the La Grande. success. “We've had good
and staffhe alluded toin 1998,  smartest and brightest person “T'wanted to be involved  sales so far. We're really
were among about 60 people he’s worked with, one who has with a store I wasn’t wor- impressed.”
who attended a ceremony an intuitive understanding of
saluting Wood. An oak tree “school culture (and) the
recently planted in the front nuances of a school district.”
lawn of UHS was dedicated Wood served as a mentor B O O K IAUNCH
m honor of Wood, who served for Wells when Wells became
as an educator in the Union superintendent.
School District from 1984 until “He's probably the first Dick Mason/The Observer
he retired in 2011. person I'll call (for advice),” Union High School language arts teacher Vivian Mat-
“This oak tree is a good Wells said. thews, left, reads introductory remarks at a tree dedica-
choice to symbolize Mike’s Hayes credited Wood with tion for retired educator Mike Wood, center, standing
service,” said UHS English creating a family-like atmo- with his wife Roni.
and writing teacher Vivian sphere in the school district. A personal history of perserverance and growth through God.
Matthews in opening remarks “(Faculty and staff) were his  early, before they were placed ~ becoming principal of Union by DANIEL S. POKORNEY
at the dedication. “The mighty ~ friends, and he was our friend,”  on the shoulders of the board. ~ Elementary School in 1992. . .
oak is a symbol of strength,re-  Hayes said. “He has always “As a board member, Ireally  He continued serving as the Almost every person will have tragedies in their life;
sistance and knowledge. Mike  been a good guy” appreciated Mike. He ran a school’s principal after being some more than others.
has been strong in his convic- Jerry Mayes, who was a great ship,” Wing said. named superintendent. JOE BEAN'S: October 12th, Noon to 1:00pm.
tions, resisting opposition to science teacher at Union High Wood began his education Wood was visibly moved by ISLAND CITY CITY HALL: October 12th, 7:00pm to 8:30pm.
build a place of knowl edge.” School when Wood tau: ght career at Redmond ngh the outpouring o fpraise he There will be a short reading from the book and light refreshments will be served.
Matthews,whoservedasa  English there and an assistant ~ School where he taught for one  received at Saturday’s dedica-
student teacher under Wood in ~ football coach for him while year. He next taught at Alsea  tion. -
the spring of 1988, helped he was the UHS head football ~ High School for three years “It has been very emotional,” Grande Ronde Hos P tal
organize Saturday’s dedica- coach, echoed Hayes remark.  before coming to Union in said Wood, who said working .
tion. “Tt was just like we were a 1984. He taught language arts  for the Union School District Home Care Services
“Mike, you have had family;” said Mayes, who later ~ at UHS for eight years before ~ was a pleasure and an honor. .
far-reaching effects on many joined the La Grande School H ome H €a It h & H 0sS p ice
people;” she told him. “Yourin-  District and is now retired. A Fall Into The Hgl.dqys‘& .
fluence continues even in your Mayes also said he was im- &% O ur p h | I 0SSO p h y ?
retirement. This tree remains ~ pressed with how responsive (1} aar‘ \
on campus to remind anyone ~ Wood was to those on his staff B 4
who visits the Union School when they presented ideas to
District of your influence.” him. He also was struck by
The tree is one of several his commitment to helping O C T O B E R .l 3
that have been planted in students succeed. : :
honorof Union School District  “Fworked as hard as any- (ome to the Union County Fulrgrounds for our
fac'ﬂtyﬁﬁiﬁtaﬂmﬁmfh Onﬁ’orhmergMayevavsvﬁ e first annual Fall Into the Holidays Bazaar
years. ews said in the ormer students o s .
case of each of these employees ~ who attended the dedication Somethin g Fo r Eve ryone * '
the word “tree” serves as an included Steve Sheehy, a % Over 35 Vendors
acronym for “To Remember an  student in a film class Wood * Suppori your community and
Exemplary Employee.” taught. h tun-filled d I ) b h L I V E
Union School District “He opened up a world for ave a tun-filied day t S a 0 ut OW yo u c
Superintendent Carter Wells s, He was always wiseand ¢ Food will be available ® Free Admissi
Sald Wood's le{iders}_lip was thoughtﬁﬂ’_” Sheehy said. o Certified Hospice & Palliative Care RNs e Caregiver teaching and support
mstrum.ent'al n S?'VIHg t_he Mark ng’ amember of * Pain and Symptom management o Spiritual Care Coordinator
school dlSt[‘lCt dunng atimeof  the Union School Board for * Palliative, Transitional & Respite Care * Hospice Volunteers
financial dlﬁi mﬂty . more than 25 years, said Wood o Skilled Nursing services * Bereavement Services
“We mlght not be Standlng made the board's ‘]Ob easier be- * PT, OT & Speech Therapies * Joint Commission accredited
here today (as a school district)  cause he took care of problems '
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o Licensed Clinical Social Workers o Medicare/Medicaid certified

o CNA’s for personal care

Consistent Award-Winning Agency.
The ONLY not-for profit in the area.
To learn more about GRH Home Care Services,

call us at 541-963-CARE (2273)
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