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Ready for the legislative kick-off
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f competition in the LEGISLATION
° P SEN. BILL HANSELL
month of September.

Preseason is over, the

players are in shape, their positions have been deter-
mined, and the playbook has been memorized. Teams and
the fans who follow them are ready to go. I am no excep-
tion. Some of my colleagues have nicknamed me Senator
Duck, because of my undying support for my alma mater,
the University of Oregon.

On Sept. 28, we legislators, Senator Duck included,
began what might be called a preseason. The Oregon Leg-
islature is scheduled to kick off Jan. 22, 2019. Everything
leading up to January is like a preseason. We are getting
ready to compete.

Sept. 28 was the deadline for submitting legislative
concepts we want to introduce as bills in the 2019 Legisla-
tive Session. Each senator or representative may submit
as many bills as he or she wishes, if the deadline is met.
My staff and I have been working for months on my list of
bills. We held town hall meetings, heard from constituents,
worked with associations, met with other legislators and
listened, and listened, and listened. At the 5 p.m. deadline,
we submitted forms for 48 hills. These 48 bills will be my
initial playbook for the upcoming session.

A football team’s playbook includes specific plays, with
specific player responsibilities. Every play is unique with
different players on the field for each play and alignment.
The one position on the field usually remaining consistent
is the quarterback, and in Senator Duck’s playbook, that
would be me. I am the one who has the responsibility to
help make the play successful, or change it at the line of
scrimmage.

I am pleased and excited about the plays we have. Here
is a big picture breakdown without going into a lot of
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Kotz: Mona Williams
has personal

and professional
integrity

To the Editor:

We have known Mona K.
Williams for what seems
like forever. We both grew
up in Wallowa County, and
so did she.

We have always found
her to be very fair-minded,
caring and kind. She’s not
just a surface person, she

all sides and render his
decision on the law based
on the facts before him.

I will vote for Wes Wil-
liams for the Circuit Court
Judge for the 10th Judicial
District. I ask that you in-
vestigate both candidates
and then decide for your-
self. If you do investigate, I
am sure you will agree and
cast your vote for Wes Wil-
liams for Circuit Judge for
the 10th Judicial District.

Write to us

LETTERSTOTHE EDITOR

The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Letters are
limited to 350 words and must be signed and carry the
author's address and phone number (for verification

purposes only).

We edit letters for brevity, grammar, taste and legal
reasons. We do not fact check. We will not publish
poetry, consumer complaints against businesses or
personal attacks against private individuals. Thank-you

letters are discouraged.

Letter writers are limited to one letter every two weeks.
Email your letters to news@lagrandeobserver.com
or mail them to La Grande Observer, 1406 5th St., La
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28 are what I call constituent bills: 10 of those came from . p now, Wes Williams
town hall meetings attended by county and city lead- sticks to what she knows, odi ; than 350 words. ,
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majority of them. I am looking forward to kickoff. Wes Williams is defi- and motivator of fellow Mann: Wes Williams  pjeage join me in casting
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