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Want to have a voice?
Register to vote

By Mike Mclnally

Ballots for the Nov. 6 election will be in the mail less
than three weeks from now.

That is, they will be if you're registered to vote. If
you're not registered, you won’t get a ballot. You won’t
be able to vote.

And you'll want to vote in this election, just like you
should want to vote in every election: It’s the one sure
way to have your voice count on some of the bhiggest is-
sues of the day.

This election doesn’t feature a presidential race at the
top of the ticket, but that doesn’t mean you can ignore it
and just plan to check in again two years from now.

That’s because the Oregon ballot has the next best
thing to a presidential race: a competitive race between
two strong candidates for Oregon governor.

The incumbent, Democrat Kate Brown, was able to
brush off her last GOP opponent, the well-meaning
but underfunded Bud Pierce. But in this year’s oppo-
nent, Brown faces off against Republican challenger
Rep. Knute Buehler, who has the political experience
that Pierce lacked. And both Brown and Buehler have
money in their campaign coffers; already, this is the
most expensive governor’s race in state history. You'll
want to be able to weigh in on this race.

The state ballot also features measures you’ll want to

Thompson: Mona
Williams is best
qualified for the job

To the Editor:

Governor Brown ap-
pointed Wallowa County
District Attorney Mona K.
Williams to the position
of circuit court judge in
mid-2018 after conduct-
ing a thorough review and
vetting of professional
credentials and personal
background checks of all
candidates. Judge Mona
K. Williams was the best
qualified lawyer at the
time of the appointment,
and nothing has changed.

While serving as the
Union County District At-
torney between 2006 and
2014, I worked regularly
with Mona Williams and
her staff. I had many op-
portunities to observe her
in personal and profession-
al roles. She is thoroughly
enjoyable on a personal
level and this carries
through into her profes-
sional life. Mona Williams
possesses impeccable
integrity, a comprehensive
knowledge of criminal and
civil law and an admirable
work ethic.

Most important, Mona
Williams has a well-de-

DINION

innovations in poverty
reduction efforts and builds
awareness of successes oc-
curring, including the fight
against human trafficking
that is affecting over 20.9
million people around the
world.

While Union County
officials and Representative
Walden begin to address
this issue, I encourage
the community to become
involved in advocating
for a change as well. This
includes contacting and
messaging political leaders
to make the fight against
human trafficking a prior-
ity.

Like Representative
Walden, whom I deeply ap-
preciate for addressing this
issue, congressional mem-
bers want to hear from the
people and will listen to
what everyone has to say.
Using social media is also
a great way to reach out
and get others to become
aware as well as involved
in helping those victims
of human trafficking,
Posting and sharing about
how important it is to end
this epidemic can change
the lives of many affected
around the world.

Human trafficking is a
human rights violation. I
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The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Letters are
limited to 350 words and must be signed and carry the
author’s address and phone number (for verification

purposes only).

We edit letters for brevity, grammar, taste and legal
reasons. We do not fact check. We will not publish
poetry, consumer complaints against businesses or
personal attacks against private individuals. Thank-you

letters are discouraged.

Letter writers are limited to one letter every two weeks.
Email your letters to news@lagrandeobserver.com
or mail them to La Grande Observer, 1406 5th St., La

Grande, Ore., 97850.

Letters deadline

The Observer does not run endorsements of more than

350 words.

The Observer will institute a deadline for letters to

the editor, so we can be fair with all the letters we
receive and allow for responses before Election Day if
necessary. Please submit your endorsement letters to
the editor by noon Friday, Oct. 26.You can email them
to news@lagrandeobserver.com, drop them off at our
La Grande location, or mail them to The Observer, 1406

Fifth St., La Grande, 97850.

We will publish our last letters on Friday, Nov. 2. Election

Day is Nov. 6.

of the gavel, what is done
is done. Let’s put the gavel
in the hand of a man who
has the background to see
clearly and judge wisely. I
encourage you to vote Wes
Williams on Nov. 6.

cations for the position of
judge, and I can think of no
one I would more whole-
heartedly endorse.

Judith Welch
La Grande
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consider on hot-button issues, from Oregon’s status asa justice and accountability.  Jeff Merkley as well as Rep. La Grande e_xcellent (_:ho|ce for
sanctuary state to a measure that would ban spending These qualities must be Greg Walden to fight and - city council
state money to pay for abortions. utilized in the correct continue to fight against ‘lgve?_ICh' V\_IeShWI"I?:?S

i - iIeves In hones To the Editor:
All th h houl measure to ensure fa}r both local an_d global hu : ’ 0 :

t e, TNOTe reason .W y.y ous ’ou d W,ant to be. sure litigation and resolutions man trafficking. fairness and eq ual I endorse Ashley OToole
that you'll have a say in this year’s election. But if to parties before the circuit for La Grande City Council
you're not registered to vote by the end of the day on court, Litigants need fair Charlene Frett ~ To the Editor: I have had the pleasure of
Oct. 16, you'll be shut out of the November election. Eeaﬁ'h;rg(si, Vi‘i';ims Shgclel}léi LaGrande 1 S}J%I}Ogtl Wes(;%ﬂﬁams zVOFl_iing with M(i“-ho”l_bOle

Th is th : it h e heard and supported, . as a judicial candidate or six years, and he is an
ke g(;?d news1s t E,lt Oregon, to .1ts credit, has ) public safety should be Le_PI?er- We:s because he has real ethics ~ excellent choice for city
worked hard to make it easy to regjlslter. Our EUESS 18 promoted, and offenders Williams will see and exhibits exceptional council. Through his real
that you'll have plenty of opportunities to register as need to be held account- clearly and judge understanding, not only of estate experience he has
you go about your daily business over the next couple ab%e for their aCtiPD% _ wisely theé?‘{‘f but Oﬁc}\l)?[hu‘man %aiéled a great skill set for
of weeks. If you happen to be near the courthouses, you urge citizens n Union ) condition itselt. Wes 1s a udgefing, management,

. . . ’ and Wallowa counties to To the Editor: man of high integrity and dispute resolution and coor-
can stqp in and register to vote at the electl(.)ns offices support Judge Mona K. I am writing to support ~ unwavering compassion, dination of important tasks.
there; it won’t take more than a couple of minutes. Williams. Wes Williams for judgein ~ who makes himselfavail- ~ He has volunteered a large

But there’s no need to wait even another day. You can _ the upcoming Nov. 6 able to the people he serves.  amount of time to spear-
register to vote online, by going to the Oregon Secretary Formercljr;zzt:)(ggilglsggfr?:t EI%VtéZ%as helped me and m;r?}firte(;arsmsgg V%?IZXH\Y}?S ?}fg il?zltilz;t(l)ﬁ'}z aurr;g?zﬁd
of S.tate’s. website at https:/sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/ Attorney  many others. We worked husband and I enlisted his ~ community in La Grande,
registration.aspx?lang=en Dallas  together for seven years. services as an attorney. such as the New Year’s Eve

It won'’t take you more than a couple of minutes. And . - In that time I realized how  In that capacity, we found ~ Ball Drop in downtown and
) S Frett: Fightin : "y :
if you let it slide another couple of weeks, you run the human ga fﬁgkin mportant the position of him to be knowledgeal?le, the well-lauded Efelstern

<k of missine the deadline. Regist (Ing judge is. Any of us could courageous and commit- Oregon Beer Festival,
T1sK 01 MISSINg the deadine. Register now. . should be a priority  find ourselves in front of ted to understanding our ~ which generates a signifi-

And while were talking about elections (and we will the judge, and what we needs and doing the very ~ cant amount of income on
be, of course, for the next six weeks), here’s another To the Editor: want for ourselves, our best he could for us. He was  a yearly basis. Think of

: Y ioh he political si Qhense Kafzchele’s fgmﬂy rpembers and our a strong ally,_who always what more he n_nght _be
remln(.ler ou g t be annoyed by the po 1t1.ca SIENS article regarding US.Rep.  friends is a person knowl- treated us with great care  able to accomplish with ad-
sprouting up. You might wonder Why your nelghbors Greg Walden meeting with ~ edgeable about the law and  and courtesy. ditional political power and
have seen fit to post a dozen or so signs in their yards Union County officials to our constitutional rights In the years since that resources behind him.

(in full compliance with local sign ordinances). You may discuss human trafficking ~ and who possesses wisdom  time, my family has con- Mr. O'Toole is a fiscal
be so weary of or enraged by politics that all you want is an important subject for a fair consequence. tinued to rely on Wes as conservative and a combat

. . . . to address, and I support Iremember my brother ~  an attorney, and from that ~ veteran of the Iraq War. He
to do is storm over to the signs right now and rip them April Oswalds suggestion ~ Tom saying, “Kath,ifyou ~ relationship we quickly is very responsible with his
out of the ground. to provide resources as have any legal questions, came to regard him as a clients’ money and proper-

Don’t do it. well as trained individuals ~ stop Wes Williams out trusted friend. Through the  ty, and that care will extend

M lecti hear fresh f to help yictims pf human of the office and he'will years, we have had many to solving the budgeting

OISt evegy 1(_3 (.ectlon seaslqn, we de?r .res repor"ts 0 trafficking. While her ap- answer your questions occasions to see how readily  issues with the city. He is
people vandahzing or stea 1ng or delacing campalgn proach should definitelybe ~ without a fee” I found this  he comes to the aid of those  full of creative ideas and is
signs. Not only are these actions illegal; they are use- implemented, government  to be true. Wes is always in need and how deeply a high-energy individual
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You want to make a difference this election? Here’s a which is a national, Wes, chat, ask questions. believes in honesty, fairness ~ Vote Ashley O'Toole for
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