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Mom sees lonely life ahead
for easily wounded daughter

DEAR ABBY: My daughter, “Roxanne,”
married right out of high school. Eleven years
later she finally woke up and realized the man
of her dreams was a deadbeat. She has now
been divorced as long as she was married, still
looking for a good man who will love her and
share a future with her:

She’s very sensitive, and I don’t know how to
tell her she needs to change her attitude about
life in general, because no one
wants to hear her recite all the
bad things that have hap-
pened to her since childhood.
She has always had a hard
time letting go of small slights,
from things that go on at work to as far back
as school or sibling feuds.

Roxanne is a wonderful, beautiful woman,
and my heart breaks to think of her spending
the rest of her life alone. Her dad and I won’t
live forever: I'm afiraid if I tell her how I feel,
she'll no longer want to confide in me and talk
out her problems. (I am her sounding board.)

I don’t mind listening so she can get it out of
her system, but how do I get her to let it go and
move forward?
—MOM WHO LOVES HER IN
KENTUCKY
DEAR MOM: You mean well, but it
may be time to cut back on being your daugh-
ter’s sounding board, which seems more like
a dumping ground. Tell her you love her, but
that repeating her unresolved grievances
is getting her nowhere. She needs to talk to
a licensed professional. Urge her to discuss
these painful things with a therapist who can
put her on a path to putting them behind her:

DEAR ABBY: I am a junior in college,
and I recently transferred from a two-year
school to a four-year school. I have made a few
friends, but their class loads are so heavy I
don’t get to spend much time with them. I, on
the other hand, have a modest class load, so I
have more firee time, and Id like to make more
friends.

1 have considered joining one of the two
sororities on campus. But I am worried that
if I do I will have to change my personality
and likes/ dislikes in order to fit in. Many of
the girls at this school are very “cookie cutter,”
while I'm a more “eat the whole roll of cookie
dough” type of person. I'm not concerned with

DEAR
. ABBY

how I look vs. how they look, but rather if I
will fit in. [ want more firiends and firiendships
that will last beyond school, but I don’t want
to lose who I am because I joined a sorority.
Please help.

—TO RUSH OR NOTTO RUSH

DEARTO RUSH OR NOT: Don't rush to
rush. A sorority is not the only way you can
connect with people. Membership in a soror-
ity does not guarantee that
you will have friendships that
last beyond college. They are
like any other living arrange-
ment - people make friends
with others they connect with.
If you want to widen your social circle, the
same thing can be accomplished by living in
a dorm and joining clubs and special interest
groups on campus.

DEAR ABBY: I am an Afican-American
reader, and as a young black woman I am fed
up with the images of young women in our
music videos of today. We are displayed as sex
objects, and those images are imprinted into
the minds of our young children. Boys think
that girls are supposed to be treated the way
rappers and singers treat women. in the videos,
and young girls think the only way to secure
male attention is by being half-naked.

We, as women, are losing our sense of self-
respect. We should take pride in our minds, not
Just our bodies.

Should we blame ourselves for participa-
ing in such videos, for allowing our young
boys and girls to watch this on TV, or for not
protesting?

I feel so overwhelmed, Who do we blame?
Where does it end? How do we stop this?

— NOT JUST BREASTS AND THIGHS
IN BALTIMORE

DEARNJB. & T Don't get caught up in
the blame game. I agree that people - not just
women - should take pride in their minds
and not just their bodies. One important way
to accomplish this is to stress to children that
what is on television is, for the most part,
meant to be entertainment - not an accurate
reflection of life. Children need to understand
that as glamorous as life seems to be in the
music videos, the REAL road to success lies
in getting a good education and learning to
respect themselves and others,

Hard-hit Indonesian city
buries its dead as toll tops 840

By Niniek Karmini
Associated Press

PALU, Indonesia (AP) — Brightly colored
body bags were placed side-by-side in a
freshly dug mass grave Monday, as a hard-hit
Indonesian city began burying its dead from
the devastating earthquake and tsunami that
killed more than 840 people and left thousands
homeless.

The death toll, largely from the city of Palu,
is expected to keep rising as areas cut off by
the damage are reached. The magnitude 7.5
earthquake struck at dusk Friday and gener-
ated a tsunami said to have been as high as 6
meters (20 feet) in places.

Local army commander Tiopan Aritonang
said 545 bodies would be brought to the grave
from one hospital alone. The trench dug in
Palu was 10 meters by 100 meters (33 feet
by 330 feet) and can be enlarged if needed,
said Willem Rampangilei, chief of Indonesia’s
National Disaster Mitigation Agency.

“This must be done as soon as possible for
health and religious reasons,” he said. Indone-
sia is majority Muslim, and religious custom
calls for burials soon after death, typically
within one day:

Local military spokesman Mohammad
Thorir said the area adjacent to a public cem-
etery can hold 1,000 bodies. All of the victims,
coming from local hospitals, have been pho-
tographed to help families locate where their
relatives were buried. Video footage showed
residents walking from body bag to body bag,
opening the tops to check if they could identify
faces.

Around midday, teams of workers, their
mouths covered by masks, carried 18 bodies
and laid them in the trench. A backhoe waited
to push soil on top of the dead. More burials
were expected to follow.

Military and commercial aircraft were de-
livering some aid and supplies. But there was
aneed for heavy equipment to reach possible
survivors buried in collapsed buildings, includ-
ing an eight-story hotel in Palu where voices
had been heard in the rubble.

People suffering from a lack of food and
supplies were also becoming more desperate.
Local television said around 3,000 residents
had flocked to the Palu airport trying to get
out. Footage showed some people screaming

in anger because they were not able to board
departing military aircraft. The airport has
resumed only some commercial flights.

“We have not eaten for three days!” one
woman yelled. “We just want to be safe!”

Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo
authorized the acceptance of international
help, said disaster agency spokesman Sutopo
Purwo Nugroho, adding that generators, heavy
equipment and tents were among the items
needed. He said the European Union and 10
countries have offered assistance, including the
United States, Australia and China.

“We will send food today, as much as possible
with several aircraft,” Widodo told reporters
in the capital, Jakarta, adding that a supply of
fuel was also set to arrive.

Nugroho said conditions in the Balaroa
section of Palu were particularly bad because
the earthquake caused the ground to violently
heave up and sink down in places, trapping
many people under destroyed houses. In Peto-
bo, another area of the city, the temblor caused
loose, wet soil to Liquefy; creating a thick, heavy
mud that caused massive damage.

“In Petobo, it is estimated that there are still
hundreds of victims buried in mud material,”
Nugroho said.

Villagers who pulled out loved ones — alive
and dead — over the weekend expressed frus-
tration that it took rescue teams until Monday
to reach Petobo.

Edi Setiawan, 32, said he and fellow villag-
ers were able to rescue five children and four
adults, including a pregnant woman. However,
his sister and father were not among them.

“My sister was found embracing her father;”
he said. “My mother was able to survive after
struggling against the mud and being rescued
by villagers.”

Another villager, 52-year-old Idrus, who uses
one name, said that “up to Saturday we still
saw many people screaming for help from the
roofs. But we could not do anything to help
them. Now their cries are no longer heard.”

But there were cases of survivors still being
pulled from the rubble in different locations,
including a 25-year-old woman found alive
Sunday evening in the ruins of the Roa-Roa
Hotel, according to the National Search and
Rescue Agency, which released photos of her
lying on a stretcher covered with a blanket.
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