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California jury: Career criminal guilty of killing two teens

Oregon jury had previously sentenced
Rodney Halbower to 15 years in prison
for rape and attempted murder

By Paul Elias
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO —A
Northern California jury
on Tuesday found guilty a
career criminal thought to
be the “Gypsy Hill Killer”
of raping and
murdering two
teenage girls
more than 42
years ago.

The San
Mateo County
jury deliberat-
ed for a little more than an
hour before finding Rodney
Halbower guilty.

Authorities believe the
69-year-old is responsible
for other rapes and mur-
ders of young women in
Northern California and
Reno, Nevada, over a
five-month span in 1976.
In 2004, advances in DNA
technology connected Hal-
bower to the murders. He
was in an Oregon prison at
the time.

Halbower is scheduled
to be sentenced Oct. 10 in
Redwood City, about 25
miles south of San Fran-
cisco. The judge is required
to sentence Halbower un-
der the sentencing laws of
1976, the year the crimes
occurred.

District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe said the stiffest
sentence available then was
life with the possibility of
parole. Wagstaffe said the
judge can impose consecu-
tive sentences, meaning if
Halbower was given parole
for one murder, he would
start serving the life sen-
tence for the second.

“Our expectation is that
this monster of a killer will
never, ever, be allowed to be
free on our streets again,”
Wagstaffe said.

The six murders
remained a mystery for four
decades until a cold-case de-
tective re-opened the inves-
tigation. He scraped DNA
samples from cigarette
butts found at the scene
and in 2014 they were dis-
covered to match Halbow-
er’s genetic makeup. DNA
taken from the victims also
matched Halbower's DNA,
prosecutors told jurors.

It took four years to start
Halbower’s after he was
charged with two of the
murders. He routinely fired
his attorneys and demand-
ed to represent himself A
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Halbower

Oregon’s
unemployment rate
at lowest in history

SALEM — Oregon’s
unemployment rate for
August was 3.8 percent, the
lowest unemployment rate
since comparable records
began 42 years ago.

The Oregon Employment
Department said Tuesday
that the state’s unemploy-
ment rate is just below the
national unemployment
rate of 3.9 percent.

The number of unem-
ployed people in August
dropped to 80,500, down
from 88,000 a year ago.

Many people entering
the labor force are getting
snapped up by employers
in a very tight job market.

Oregon’s nonfarm payroll
employment grew by 900
jobs in August, following a
revised gain of 3,400 jobs
in July.

Those jobs were in
construction, which added
800 jobs, and trade, which
added 800 jobs in whole-
sale trade and 700 jobs in
retail trade.

The leisure and hospital-
ity industries lost 1,100
jobs and government lost
600 jobs.

judge also ordered a trial

to determine if he was sane
enough to stand trial. A jury
in 2017 found him sane.

The start of the murder
trial almost ended as soon
as it started on Sept. 7 with
Halbower disrupting the
proceedings.

“I am not guilty!” he
yelled at the jury. “I have
never raped or murdered in
my life!”

The judge declined public
defender John Halley’s
calls for a mistrial and Hal-
bower ceased his outbursts.

“He doesn’t get to set up
his own mistrial,” Judge
Mark Forcum said.

He stopped the outbursts
after that and Wagstaffe
said Halbower calmly con-
gratulated prosecutor Sean
Gallagher after the verdicts
were read.

Prosecutors said they
charged him with the two
murders with the strongest
evidence and expected he
would be locked up for life
if convicted.

Gallagher told the jury
about the two teen girls
who were abducted, raped
and killed in a once-tran-
quil suburb, and that DNA
from semen found in both
women and preserved for
decades matched Halbow-
er’s DNA. One of the vic-

tims was stabbed to death
and the other was beaten
in the head with concrete
and stabbed in her heart.

Authorities in the 1970s
said the killings were
linked and dubbed the
attacker the Gypsy Hill
Killer for the location
where one of the first vic-
tims was found. Halbower
is also suspected of rap-

ing and killing a nursing
student in Reno during
the same period as the five
California killings.

It’s possible that Halbow-

er would never have been
linked to the attacks had
he not escaped from a Ne-
vada prison in December
1986. He made his way to
Oregon, where he was ar-
rested on suspicion of rape

and attempted murder
within days of his escape.

An Oregon jury con-
victed Halbower and sen-
tenced him to 15 years in
prison in that state. First,
he was returned to Nevada
to finish that state’s prison
term.

When Nevada paroled
him in 2013, he was sent
back to Oregon, where

prison officials took a DNA
sample and submitted it
to the national database
investigators use to revive
stalled investigations.
Authorities say the results
linked him to the Gypsy
Hill case.

Court records show Hal-
bower has spent the past
53 years in prison or on the
lam.
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FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field

Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in
determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users
experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers.
Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in LA GRANDE and the surrounding areas.

Dates: September 19" - 24«

LA GRANDE
111 EIm Street
La Grande, OR 97850
541-605-2109
In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:
e Live in La Grande or the surrounding area
e Are at least 55 years of age or older
e Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids
e Don’t currently work for a market research company

@

FIELD TEST

PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

BAKER CITY

2021 Washington Ave.
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product
currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been
authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take
the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to keep
them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind."

ENTERPRISE
603 Medical Parkway
Enterprise, OR 97828

541-239-3877

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a
painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to
the eardrum, as well as other common cause of hearing deficiencies.

TO PARTICIPATE:
1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office

Mention Code: 18SeptField

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our
office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come,
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure

your spot in the Product Field Test.

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will
receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a token

of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING - CALL AND MENTION CODE: 18SeptField

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free
gift card may be used toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash.
Promotional offer available during special event dates only. e you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in
satisfactory condition. See store for details.




