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enjoying the second-largest enrollment World War II. When he returned,
increase in Union County, with a jump he attended EOU, known then
of 20 students, 5 percent more than as the Eastern Oregon College
it had in 2017-18. Like Cove, Union of Education, from 1946 to 1948.
Superintendent Carter Wells said the After receiving a certificate from
district is also experiencing a surge of Eastern, Denver went on to at-
young families. tend the University of Washing-
“This is really exciting,” said Union ton, where he graduated with a
Superintendent Carter Wells. degree in mathematics.
This fall, Union has 350 students, a After graduation, Denver
population evenly split with 175 pupils worked for Wendell Milliman
in elementary school and 175 in grades Consulting Actuary, then New
seven to 12. The bulk of the district’s York Life Insurance Co., before ,
increase can be traced to a large kin- landing at Johnson and Higgins, ‘2‘
dergarten class of 36. Union’s kinder- one of the country’s largest insur- )
garten classes typically range from 20 ance brokers, where he climbed Max Denning /The Observer
to 25. Wells said a second kindergarten the ladder to become president of EOU PresidentTom Insko gives his annual State of the University address on Sept. 17 in the
teacher was hired last week due to the the company’s Washington State McKenzieTheater at Loso Hall.
size of this year’s class. Corporation.
Enrollment is also up in the double- Dan said this was not Denver’s
digit range in the Elgin School District, first gift to Eastern. the EOU president said. “We have ~ wanted to give, but didn’t know think being rooted here was his
which has 407 students, up 13 from “My father has given to EOU such a compelling story here at the best way todoit,” Dansaid.“I ~ moral compass for his whole life,
2017-18. The school district now has annually for many years, but we Eastern, and the EOU Foundation  think maybe he thought he would ~ and the university (represented)
177 students in grades seven to 12 and found out just how much it meant s a critical part of achieving our do it upon his death, but then he the progression from him being in
236 in elementary school. to him when he said he wantedto ~ mission: to provide access to excel- ~ wouldn't be able to see the benefits  the Navy to growing up to start-
Elgin Superintendent Dianne Greif do something more,” he said. lence for every student.” and rewards of the gift.” ing a family and having to get
said the increase has been spread out Insko said at the announcement Denver, who is 94 years old, For Denver, EOU means more a job. Because of the individual
evenly throughout the school district’s he hopes the donationis the start ~ began thinking about makingthe  to him than just thetwoyearshe  attention he got here in those
grades. of a trend. considerable donation five years spent attending the university. two years, it helped him realize
Enrollment in the La Grande School “My hope is that this is the ago, Dan said. “It was the whole La Grande, what he was going to do with his
District is up by less than 10 from a beginning of many more to come,” “He always knew how muchhe ~ Oregon, experience,” Dan said.“I ~ education.”
year ago. The school district now has
about 2,370 students, Superintendent
George Mendoza told the La Grande U RA of an impact the university ~ previous to this and there's  gard to distribution of not to begin giving the
School Board a week ago. The previ- has on this community;” nothing in the policy that funding? Isit to fullyfund ~ highest ranking project the
ous three years the school district has Continued from Page 1A he said on Tuesday.‘Tmin  addresses such arequest.  the best projects firstorto ~ amount they requested,
grown by an average of 65 students a the minimum grant is a position to help benefit “We have had projects equally divide the money then give the second
year, according to reports the $5,000. The URA has them. There's a risk (to that did not complete all between all the projects? highest ranked project
La Grande School District makes to $150,000 to give per grant  the project), but I want to elements of their (plans) Under the current Call ~ what they requested and
the state each Oct. 1. cycle. help the university. Things  but have not reduced the for Projects policy;once the o on until all the money
The North Powder School District Tsiatsos is the owner of ~ like (the renovated Texaco ~ grant amount as a result. applications for the projects  is dispersed. That way;
has 283 students, up two from 2017- The Landing Hotel, locat-  Station) would make La However, none of those had ~ are received, the URA and  the projects deemed most
18. Superintendent Lance Dixon said ed across Adams Avenue Grande a bit more inviting  a reduction in scope ofthe ~ URAC score each project worthy of the funding are
the school district, which is a charter from the proposed Texaco  to the university and may-  magnitude contemplated based on a 150 point scale.  guaranteed to receive the
school district, is now at or near capac- Station project. The Land-  be make students wantto  in this instance,” Strope The points are divided startup funds they need.
ity in all but first, second and 11th ing Hotel previously re- stay in town to work.” wrote to the URAC in a into categories such as job Strope also mentioned
grades. These are the only grades in ceived grant money from Tsiatsos requested hebe ~ summation oftherequest ~ creation, return on invest-  the URA of Sandy, Oregon,
which the school district has room for (Call for Projects. able to keep the originally ~ provided in the commis- ment, blight, etc. Each identifies specific projects
more students. During the 2018 Call approved grant amount sion’s information packet.  category hasamaximum  or blighted buildings it
“We are in a very good situation,” for Projects meeting, of $50,000 to be used on a In previous cases, if an amount of points that can ~ would like to see invested
Dixon said. Tsiatsos said the Texaco scaled-back project, which  approved project decided be given. At the end of the  in, and those who are
He credits part of the school district’s Station project will convert ~ would postpone the hotel not to continue, the money ~ process, the number of willing to put in the work
strong enrollment to recently added the historic gas station room portion of the renova- ~ given to that project was points are totaled up and receive money.
professional certification programs, property, preserving its tion, and possibly come dispersed to the other the projects are ranked. By the end of the work
including ones for wildfire fighting uniqueness, into a for-profit  back next cycle torequest ~ projects during that Call In theory, the top-ranking ~ session, the URA and
and certified nursing assistants. Dixon business that will add five ~ funding for that addi- for Projects cycle. projects receive funds. URAC made a list similar
said the school district is focusing on hotel rooms, a coffee shop ~  tional part. He also said The URAC members However, there have to the categories already in
preparing students for both careers and a meetingroomtothe  he would consider pulling  said the request to scale been instances when the place for Call for Projects,
and college. downtown area. One ofits ~ the request completely and ~ back the Texaco Station $150,000 was divviedup ~ with some slight variations
Enrollment in the Imbler School primary uses would be to resubmit the project next project changesit somuch  based on factors other to reflect the agency’s prior-
District is 296, down from 309 in give Eastern Oregon Uni-  cycle in hopes of receiving ~  that the revised plan than ranking. ities. The revised catego-
2017-18. Imbler Superintendent versity a downtown space  the necessary funding. should be considered as For most of the rest of ries under consideration
Angie Lakey-Campbell said the to utilize as a classroom or URA Manager Robert anew request in place of the meeting,the URAand  include capital investment,
decline was expected and the school meeting place. Strope said a request for the original plan. Because  its advisory commission blight, whether the project
district built its 2018-19 budget in “Tthink it's important for ~ significant reductionstoa  this was a work session,no  discussed the flawsinthe  islocated in the Central
anticipation of it. us torecognize how much ~ project hasnot beenmade  decision was made. point system. The mem- Business Zone or in the
However, the request bers questioned whether Business Park, what kind
from Tsiatsos spurredthe ~ the number of jobs gener-  of jobs it will create, historic
E LG I N market (the majority of re- who have had safety concerns URAC to begin a discus- ated, which is generally preservation, business type
cycled materials from Oregon  that would actually pass.” sion about changing the hypothetical, should have ~ and business viability.
Continued from Page 1A went to China), the company Before an official ordinance Call for Projects policy. such an impact on scoring ~ The members will discuss
tees, working to draft ordi- has been approaching is presented, however, Duffy Strope posed a key focal ~ and whether job type subcategories to those
nances and present them to La Grande City Council and suggested a group of citizen point to consider when should be taken into and continue the discus-
the council at their monthly Union County Commission- volunteers meet with the modifying the policy: What  account. sion about the policy and
meetings. Ifthey meet allthe  ers, as well, weighing poten- public safety committee to is the Urban Renewal The committee also its point system in future
position’s requirements, they  tial solutions. Elgin voted to help draft the ordinance, Agency’s intent with re- questioned whether or work sessions.
receive a $500 scholarship accept the rate increase. ensuring the establishment
at the end of their term. The The council also presented ~ of rules and guidelines and , Sor F Ancer, AAMS®
position has been vacant since  for citizens’ discussion an that all safety concerns | GaryFAnger,
June, when former represen-  ordinance granting the use of ~ are met. Citizens would be s Csr C BiRtates ; @  Financial Advisor
tative Ryan Martin stepped recreational vehicles on city required to buy a permit 3-month 6-month 1-year y ;901 g&dgg‘é Ave
down. Martin’s experience streets. Aside from La Grande, to allow operation of their ‘ % % % La Grande, OR 97850
may serve him well, though, Elgin is the only city in Union  recreational vehicle within 1M'm2§ . %;ﬂgpgogg i %:ﬂﬂ:pgogg " 2419630519
as he hopes toretum tothe  County that doesnitallow city mits,as wellasview | A - RS T
council this year in his run city residents to drive such a safety video and sign an : : www.edwardjones.com
for one of three city council vehicles on city streets. agreement to abide by state v amd o et
positions. “I think safety toourcom- ~ motor vehicle statutes. . T 5
The ongoing sidewalk munity has to be our number  Other requirements are yet el T I Eﬂ,}f f:fg !Fﬁ\,:g ,ﬁ
project on two blocks of resi- one priority,” Duffy said of the  to be determined.
dential streets (S. 14th Street  proposal. “That’s our biggest “I think we can draft some
to the front of the high school ~ concern is how do we keep good rules and make this A
and from the high school to those who are not goingtobe  ordinance work, but it’s going
S. Eighth Avenue), under safe off the street. I believe we  to take a community effort,” BIG LEBOWVWSKI H E L P
construction since Aug. 20,is  can draft an ordinance that Duffy said. “By coming to- THEME PARTY & FUNDRAISER
finally complete. In continued ~ would be acceptable to those ~ gether we can make it work.” _ EASTERN
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management company, Waste-
Pro, proposed to the city for
approval a 20 cent monthly
increase in garbage service

to cover recycling costs and
possibly implement recycling
education. After operating at

a loss over the last several
months due to the withdrawal
of China from the recyclables

4 uw
Sheds i
Wallowology!

our irreplaceable roadless areas.

Pre-registration required
541-263-1663

Meet at Nez Perce Wallowa
Homeland Visitor Center
(209 E 2nd St, Wallowa)

Natural History Discovery Center
508 N. Main « Joseph « 541-263-1663 « wallowology.org
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White Russians « Ransom « Missing Toe
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