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Grandparent feels
that family has been
slowly drifting apart;
Mother tries to
seduce ex-boyfriend

HISTORY HIKE
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A report dated 1939 includes an
inventory of four “new” buildings at
the Argonaut, including a cookhouse,
bunkhouse, assay/main office and
warehouse. The inventory also men-
tions a blacksmith shop, timber sheds
and compressor, and notes that 102
miles of new roads were built during
the summer of 1939.

The spike in gold prices in 1979 and
1980 spurred a sort of mini gold rush
in parts of the Blues. Several compa-

and the headwaters of the North Fork
John Day River to the north.

The divide also serves as the bound-
ary between Baker County, to the
south, and Grant County.

It’s an excellent trip for the bud-
ding geologist as well as the amateur
historian.

As with many lode mines, the
Argonaut was sunk where the brown
sedimentary rocks of the Elkhorns —
mainly argillite, which is a compacted
mudstone, and chert, composed mainly
of silica — rub elbows, so to speak,
with the granitic rocks that make up

means the rocks cover an area larger
than about 40 square miles. Although
the granitic rocks in the Elkhorns (as
well as the central Wallowas, made
up of an even bigger batholith) were
formed from magma, as in volcanoes,
the batholiths cooled underground
rather than spewing lava onto the
surface. A combination of uplift and
erosion created the mountains of today.
The heat from the granitic magma
created a percolating stew of minerals
from the existing rock, and it was from
this hot mass that the gold-bearing
veins, such as the North Pole-Columbia

DEAR ABBY: terests of nies spent considerable sums inves- most of the northern half of the Elk- lode, were formed.
Two years ago, your own. tigating the possibility of reopening horns as well as the range’s western These veins tend to be more preva-
my son and his DEAR If you do, proven gold producers, including mines  extension. lent, then, at the edges of the batholith.
family moved a ABBY you will on the North Pole-Columbia lode. Miners focused on this boundary This also explains why there are rela-
couple of hours be a more So far as I can tell the Argonaut was ~ because — well, because that's where tively few gold mines nearer the center
away. He's my interesting not among the mines that attracted the gold tends to be. of the Bald Mountain batholith (the

person to be around. Your
son and his wife should
not be the focus of your life
the way he was when he
was a child and you were
responsible for him. It isn’t
healthy for you or your
relationship with them.

only child. I know he’s busy
with his wife, two children
and his job, but I would
like to hear from him more
than every two weeks -- or
longer -- just to know what
is going on in their lives. He
told me I could call him,
but I feel like I'm imposing.
I'd like to be more involved
in their lives. I would also
like to be closer to my

DEAR ABBY: My mother
did something very disre-
spectful. She picked up my

interest — possibly because, as 1
mentioned, it was never patented, so
any company interested in developing
the property would have had to obtain
permission from the federal govern-
ment, an onerous process, according to
the miners I know.

But whether the Argo-
naut mine ever again yields
so much as a shovelful
of gold-bearing ore, it’s a
fascinating destination for

The reason for this is no doubt
complicated if you wade into the
scientific details, but fortunately it can
also be explained in a relatively simple
fashion,

The granitic rocks make up what ge-
ologists call a “batholith.” This basically

one that forms part of the Elkhorns) —
the Anthony Lakes area, for instance,
which is made up almost exclusively of
granitic rocks.

A rough track continues uphill
beyond the Argonaut to the top of the
divide.
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conversations recently, but  she needed help with her and pondering history. family-owned, locally based

I sense that she wants her curtains or something. He It’s also a beautiful manufacturer. Come join our Team!

own space. said when she came back in setting that would justify
I'm not an overbearing the room, she just had on a the effort to get there even Steel Fabrication

person, and I'm working on  slip, like she was trying to without the cultural history. - -

expectations vs. reality, be-  seduce him. When I asked The Argonaut is at the }Nel_lql(e;rs (will AWS certify)

ing overly emotional when  her if what he said about northern edge of a fetching . MG

my expectations are not met  her was true, she replied, alpine meadow which is a

and fear of sharing these “Maybe I did, maybe I riot of colorful wildflowers Powder Coater

emotions because I'm afraid  didn’t.” Not long after that, earlier in the summer and General Labor

my son and his wifewon’t I began distancing myself a tawny field of (appropri- _ _ _

like what I have to say. I from her. ately) gold grass as autumn Benefits provided. Equal Opportunity Employer

feel they have been pushing After I got married, she approaches. _

me away. told a relative she didn’t The meadow is several 2005 10th Street, PO. Box 270, Baker City OR 97814
What can I do, other believe my baby daughter hundred feet below the crest (541) 523-0224

than wait for them to call was my husband’s. I was of the divide the separates _

and work on how not to get  understandably upset. the Cracker Creek/Powder www.naturalstructures.com « info@naturalstructures.com

upset when they don’t in- When I questioned her River basin to the south,

about it, she was shocked
because she didn’t know
my cousin had told me.
Right now, I don’t care to be

clude me? They have let the
grandchildren stay with me
a couple of weeks at differ-
ent times over the summer.

Farm chemicaldiSposal is free ...and easy.

- e

around her. I still send her
cards for her birthday and
Christmas, but I don’t trust
her anymore. What should

I'm trying to do things with
friends, but I really prefer
being around my son and
family because I feel hap-

3 ‘ For information, contact your nearest collection facility.
Union County...City Garbage Service 3412 Hwy 30, La Grande 541.963.5459
Baker County...Baker Sanitation 3048 Campbell Street, Baker City 541.523.2626
Wallowa County... Wallowa County Public Works 619 Marr Pond Ln, Enterprise 541.426.333

-

pier (or used to). It has been I do? ~ -
heartbreaking. — CANTTRUST MY
— WORKING ON IT MOTHER
DEAR WORKING ON DEAR CAN'T TRUST
IT: Your son has told you HER: It’s sad, but not all

parents are loving and
supportive. In fact, some

of them are toxic. Your
mother appears to be one of
the latter, so listen to your
gut. Continue to be respect-
ful, as you have been doing,
but also continue to keep
your distance. And if you
are tempted to confide in
her about anything private,
don't do it.

it’s all right to call him, so
you should. Because of the
blessing of modern technol-
ogy, there are other options
as well -- texting, video
chat, etc. If you are unfa-
miliar with them, make it a
point to learn. Be grateful
your son and his family
are independent, and try
harder to fill more of your
time with hobbies and in-
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