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UC Commissioner
Steve McClure's
bear-like approach

[ want to take this
opportunity to share a few
thoughts about an Elgin
farm boy, who has faith-
fully served the people
of Union County for 28
years, and not only Union
County, but those of us
in surrounding coun-
ties, the state of Oregon,
and nationally, as well.
I'm speaking of my good
friend, Commissioner
Steve McClure. One of the
advantages of writing an
Op-Ed piece is you don’t
have to get permission to
express your views about
someone else.

Steve does not like to
toot his own horn, and I
know he would not have
given me permission to
write this column about
him.

If T were to compare
Steve to an animal it
would be some kind of
bear. When it came to
issues affecting Union
County, he was a grizzly
bear.

Not only is Steve the
size of a grizzly, but he
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possessed a bit of a grizzly
temperament. You didn’t
want to mess with him on
issues. He was tenacious,
didn't give up, and fought
hard.

When it came to forest
issues no one was better
prepared or better edu-
cated than Grizzly Steve. I
know before we in Umatil-
la County made any policy
decisions on forest issues,
we checked with Steve on
what his position was and
why. Not one time did he
ever lead us astray.

He was also a polar
bear. Polar bears travel
long distances in winter
conditions. The year Steve
served as President of
the Association of Oregon
Counties, he traveled
over 600 miles round trip
many times in all sorts of
inclement weather, espe-
cially over the Blues, and
through the Gorge. I could
be wrong, but I don’t think

he ever spent a night in
Salem. When the meeting
was over he headed back
to La Grande no matter
what time of day or night.
If he had meetings the
next day, he would not
miss them. His dedication
and stamina were very
polar bear like.

He is also a teddy bear.
Steve has a heart of gold.
How many fathers would
take personal vacation
time to ride the Whit-
man College woman’s
basketball team bus to
away games. I know Steve
did, because his daughter
Jennifer was a star player

for the team. I doubt
anyone will ever know the
extent of the many acts of
kindness Steve has done
— without any fanfare —
through the years. Steve
has a kind heart and his
kindness has been re-
ceived by many.

Steve was like a
momma bear. He pro-
tected people, policy and
programs that were and
are important to him. If
he didn’t think Union
County got its fair share,
he was on the phone with
me wanting to know why:
If there was something
Union County needed, he

was on the phone letting
me know. He was not
going to let those Valley
Idiots ruin opportunities
for his county.

Part of the reason bears
are at the top of the food
chain is their intelligence.
They problem solve
and figure things out.

My nephew had a bear
open his car door, and go
through the car finding
food, while parked at a
friend’s house near Lake
Tahoe. Ever try to open a
bear proof garbage can?
Bears are intelligent,

and figure things out. My
friend Steve was a master
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at figuring things out and
finding solutions.

Part of that intelligence
is knowing when the time
to retire has come. Thank
you, Steve, for your ser-
vice, your bear-like pres-
ence, and your friendship.
You will be missed.

Senator Bill Hansell served for
30 years as an Umatilla County
Commissioner, For 22 of those
years, he and Commissioner
Steve McClure served and
worked together in their
respective counties. Senator
Hansell, when he retired from
being a County Commissioner,
took office as a State Senator,
Commissioner McClure is
much smarter, and will stay in
retirement in the County he loves.

Your views

Hiatt: Raising the
minimum wage is a
good idea

I applaud Stephen Prince
for his column about the
minimum wage in the Au-
gust 29 Opinion page.

It’s generally agreed that
the federal minimum wage
had its greatest purchasing
power in 1968 when it was
$1.60 per hour, equivalent to
almost $12 per hour in 2018
inflation-adjusted dollars.

If the minimum wage had
kept pace with both infla-
tion and increases in worker
productivity since 1968, it
would be over $19 per hour
NOW.

Raising the minimum
wage doesn’t benefit only
governvment at all levels by
increasing tax revenues and
reducing expenditures for
social programs, as Prince
mentions, it starts a cycle of
rising prosperity that ben-
efits everyone in society; it
certainly benefits the work-
ers themselves, but addition-
al purchasing power in the
pockets of the poorest Ameri-
cans also benefits businesses
who see an expanded base of
customers able to purchase

their goods and services.
Henry Ford realized this a
century ago, when he was
setting up his first automo-
bile assembly lines: it would
be good for business in gen-
eral, and for the Ford Motor
Company in particular, if he
paid his assembly-line work-
ers enough that they could
actually afford to purchase
one of the vehicles they were
manufacturing.

Another worthy result of
raising the federal minimum
wage is that doing so would
level the playing field across
the nation, making it easier
for farmers and business
owners in relatively high-
wage states like Oregon to
compete with their counter-
parts in lower-wage states
like Idaho.

For this reason alone,
Oregon’s entire congressio-
nal delegation (I'm looking
at you, Greg Walden) should
support a federal minimum
wage increase to at least
$15 per hour, with continu-
ing annual adjustments for
inflation.

Terry Hiatt
Enterprise, OR

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley: D.C.
office: 313 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. Phone: 202-224-3753.
Fax: 202-228-3997 Website:
merkley.senate.gov/. Email:
merkley.senate.gov/contact/.
Portland office: OneWorldTrade
Center, 121 S.W. Salmon St.
Suite 1250, Portland, OR 97204;
503-326-3386; fax 503-326-
2900. Pendleton office: 310 S.E.
Second St. Suite 105, Pendleton
97801; 541-278-1129; email
elizabeth_scheeler@merkley.
senate.gov.

U.S. Sen. RonWyden: D.C.

Building, Washington, D.C.
20510-3703; phone: 202-224-
5244; fax 202-228-2717 Website:
wyden.senate.gov. Email:
wyden.senate.gov/contact/.

La Grande office: 105 Fir St.,

No. 210, La Grande, OR 97850;
541-962-7691; fax, 541-963-0885;
email kathleen_cathey@wyden.
senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (2nd
District): D.C. office; 2185
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515-0001,
202-225-6730; fax 202-225-
5774.\Website: walden.house.
gov/. Email: walden.house.
gov/e-mail-greg. La Grande
office: 1211 Washington Ave.,

La Grande, OR 97850; 541-624-

office: 221 Dirksen Senate Office

2400, email jorden.noyes@mail.
house.gov.

U.S. Department of Justice:
Main switchboard, 202-504-
2000; comment line, 202-353-
1555.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown:
900 Court St. N.E., Salem, OR
97301; 503-378-4582.

Oregon Secretary of State
Dennis Richardson: 136 State
Capitol. Salem OR 973100722,
503-986-1523.

Oregon StateTreasurer
Tobias Reed: 350Winter St.
N.E., Suite 100, Salem, OR
97301-3896; 503-378-4329.
Oregon Attorney General
Ellen Rosenblum: Justice
Building, Salem, OR 97301-4096;
503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S.
Hansell (29th District/
Pendleton): Salem office: 900
Court St. NE., 5423, Salem, OR
97301; 503-986-1729. Website:
www.oregonlegislature.gov/
hansell. Email: sen.billhansell @
oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Barreto
(58th District/Cove): Salem
office: 900 Court St. NE.,

H-384, Salem, OR 97301;
503-986-1458. Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/barreto.
Email: rep.gregbarreto@
oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Smith
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(57th District): Salem office:
900 Court St. NE., H-482,
Salem, OR, 97301; 503-986-
1457 Heppner office: PO.

Box 219, Heppner, OR 97836;
541-676-5154; Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/smithg.
Email: rep.gregsmith@
oregonlegislature.gov.

City of La Grande: Mayor
Steve Clements, City Manager
Robert Strope; PO. Box 670,

La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-
1309; fax 541-963-3333.

Union County Commis-
sioners: Donna Beverage,
Steve McClure and Jack
Howard; 1106 K Ave., La Grande,
OR 97850; 541-963-1001; fax
541-963-1079.

Wallowa County
Commissioners: Paul
Castilleja, Todd Nash and Susan
Roberts; 101 S. River St., Room
202, Enterprise, OR 97828; 541-
426-4543, ext. 11; fax 541-426-
0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor
Allan Duffy, 501 N 11th St., 541-
437-1016, mayor @cityofelginor.
org; MaryWest, 260 N 5th Ave.,
541-805-0443, councilor3@
cityofelginor.org; Kathy Warren,
PO Box 697, 541-786-9611,
councilor6@cityofelginor.org;
CouncilorTeresa Hylton-Shaffer,
540 N. 10th Ave., 541-663-6666,
councilorb@cityofelginor.org;

Risa Halgarth, PO Box 525,
541-437-9462, councilor2@
cityofelginor.org; Rocky
Burgess, 800 N 14th St., PO. Box
854, 541-786-2417, councilor1 @
cityofelginor.org; David Reed,
1011 Detroit St., PO Box 368;
541-975-3306, councilor4@
cityofelginor.org; Ryan Martin
Enterprise City Councilors:
Mayor Stacey Karvoski,
mayorofenterprise@gmail.
com; JenniWord; Dave Elliott;
Ashley Sullivan; Micah Agnew;
Larry Christman; Chris Pritchard;
541-426-4196; mail to City of
Enterprise, 108 N.E. 1st Street,
Enterprise, OR 97828

Imbler City Councilors:
Mayor Mike McLean, Corrine
Wilfong, Herman Ortmann,
Mark Howell, Rick Vicek, Joan
Harding, Jason Berglund; 180
Ruckman Ave,; PO. Box 40,
Imbler OR 97841; 541-534-6095
Joseph City Councilors:
Mayor Dennis Sands; Martin
Hamilton; Kathy Bingham;Tanya
Collier; Michael J Lockhart 541-
432-3832; PO. Box 15, Joseph,
Oregon 97846; 201 North Main
St,; cityofjosephoregon@gmail.
com

La Grande City Councilors:
Mayor Steve Clements, Gary
Lillard, Nicole Howard, Corrine
Dutto, Mary Ann Miesner, Troy
Pointer, Justin Rock; through the
City Manager's office, 541-962-
1309
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