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Wyden seeks more
security for elections

By Mike Mclnally

US. Sen. Ron Wyden has proposed legislation to require
states to use paper ballots and to employ audits to ensure
that hackers have not meddled with election results. The
bill is a logical extension of Wyden’s longtime efforts to
expand Oregon’s vote-by-mail system to the entire nation.

The continued specter of meddling by hackers and for-
eign governments in U.S. elections lends the issue added
urgency — especially as experts warn the 2018 midterm
elections have already been targeted by those eager to
exploit weaknesses in our electoral systems.

Wyden'’s bill is dubbed the Protecting American Votes
and Elections Act of 2018. According to a press release
from Wyden's office, paper ballots and statistically rigor-
ous audits are two steps election experts say are neces-
sary to give voters confidence election results have not
been changed by foreign governments or other hackers.

Currently, Wyden said, 22 states do not require any
post-election audits and many other states merely require
recounts in a few precincts.

Since Wyden’s bill was introduced in June, it’s picked
up support from a number of other senators and groups
such as Common Cause. But the bill still is a long shot to
pick up much traction in Congress, in part because all the
support in the Senate appears to be coming from Demo-
crats at this point — and especially considering that a
somewhat similar bill, which did have bipartisan support
at one point, has just collapsed.

That bill, dubbed the Secure Elections Act, was intro-
duced by two senators, Amy Klobuchar, a Minnesota
Democrat, and James Lankford, a Republican from OKla-
homa. It would require states to use backup paper ballots
and to implement postelection audits to ensure voting
systems were not compromised. According to a recent
story in The New York Times about the bill, it also would
establish clear lines of communication between state elec-
tion officials, the Department of Homeland Security and
voting machine vendors.

But as the Secure Elections Act made its way through
Congress, opposition emerged: Republicans said the mea-
sure oversteps congressional authority. The White House
said the hill violates states’ rights. State elections officials
worried about shouldering additional costs. The bill is not
exactly dead, but it is not expected to reach the floor of the
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Christie: Looks like an
uncooperative
co-op to me

To the Editor:

Someone once noted that
“the whole point of good
propaganda”is that “you
want to create a slogan that
nobody’s going to be against.
... Nobody knows what it
means, because it doesn’t
mean anything, It’'s crucial
that it diverts your attention
from a question that does
mean something. ...

Which brings me to the
August 2018 issue of OTEC’s
Ruralite. Nestled among
articles on county fairs and
photographs of dead people,
and ads shilling vinegar as a
miracle cure, was an article
offering slogans aplenty and
another highlighting the D.C.
Youth Tour. These were meant
to burnish the reputation of
OTEC as a community-mind-
ed citizen, but careful reading
reveals just empty slogans
and half-truths.

The article “It's a Matter of
Principles” contained seven
warm and fuzzy headliner
slogans, but I'll concentrate on
the first: “The Power of Mem-
bership,” with translations
along the way. “local members
call the shots” if you can get
through all the obstacles for

spent on pet projects could
have been spent on capital
projects like substations.

Speaking of rates, OTEC’s
were not raised but Idaho
Power’s residential rates
decreased by 3.27 percent
recently, so many OTEC
members would still be better
off with Idaho Power.

As for my enquiries, OTEC
would not even provide
critical information needed
to understand whether it is
treating all classes of ratepay-
ers fairly or whether total
compensation for various
positions is adequate or ex-
travagant. So no, as a member
you don’t call the shots, and
your power is very limited.
Looks like the uncooperative
co-op to me.

Christopher Christie
Baker City

Mead: Walden's
comments on Farm
Bill are a ‘shell game’

To the Editor:

These are direct quotes
from a Walden newsletter:

“Our airsheds are choked
and smoke blankets our
communities, giving us some
of the worst air quality in the
world this summer.”

“As Chairman of the En-

vate, county and state lands.
These needed reforms were
included in the Farm Bill that
passed the House earlier this
year with my support.”

Here is a direct quote from
the Farm Bill: “Sec. 8402.
Authorization of Appro-
priations For Hazardous Fuel
Reduction On Federal Land.
Section 108 of the Healthy
Restoration Act of 2003 (16
US.C.6518) is amended by
striking $760,000,000 for
each fiscal year and inserting
$660,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2019 through 2023

Walden’s idea of manage-
ment is: “(The Republican
Farm Bill) would require the
Forest Service to burn dead
trees after a fire, where ap-
propriate, and then replant at
least 75 percent of the burned
areas.” He attempts to make
it sound as if he is produc-
ing new funding rather than
merely juggling the existing
budget to fit his view point.

It is a shell game attempting
to sound like sound decision
while actually cutting the FS
Budget.

Walden has a hard time
telling smoke from grass
fires apart from that of a
timber fire. But, of course, in
his mind, it is all “the Forest
Services fault.”

tical industry, his largest sup-
porter, which is counting on
him to keep your drug pnces
high. Walden may be winning
the PAC competition, but he’s
way behind with the voters of
his district.

Small individual donors,
those who have donated less
than $200, make up less than
4 percent of Walden’s support.
That means 96 percent of the
average-income voters who
actually live in Congressional
District 2, the folks whose
letters haven’t been answered
and whose concerns have
been ignored, aren’t interested
enough in Walden to send him
even $10. After wondering
“Where’s Walden?” for years,
they've learned their District
is not being represented in
Washington.

On the other hand, well
over 50 percent of Jamie
McLeod-Skinner’s support
comes from small individual
donors. These people don’t
have money to spare, but
they’re giving what they can
and also giving their time,
knocking on doors, making
phone calls. They’re on the
ground marching in local
parades to support Jamie. She
lives her campaign slogans:
“People before party” and
“Decency is bipartisan.” She
shows up. She listens. She an-
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