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Baby in the buff causes grandma concern

DEAR ABBY: My daughter “Scarlet” has
a precious 18-month-old baby girl I'll call
Sierra. Scarlet, her husband and the baby
spend a lot of time at their beach house,
where they have several full-time employees,
including a nanny, housekeeper, cook and
gardener: These employees have been at the
house for years and are practically part of
our family. The problem is, my daughter and
her husband allow Sierra to walk around
the house and beachfront naked throughout

of character. However, there is an upside to
this. You now realize you are ready to go on
living after the death of your wife. Get in-
volved in community activities; go on some
dating sites and you will meet someone
better suited than your co-worker. What
happened with her is yet another unfortu-
nate example of what can go wrong in an
office romance.

DEAR ABBY: I have a quick question.

the day. Houw long after a death

I have told Scarlet on sev- DEAR should you wait to send a
eral occasions that I don’t feel ABBY sympathy card? I have looked
comfortable with Sierra be- at your mom’s and aunt’s old
ing exposed like that around columns, Amy Vanderbilt and
the employees. A naked toddler might make ~ Emily Post and cannot find an answer:
them feel awkward, plus a child should be — NEEDS TO KNOW IN GEORGIA

raised to understand that her private parts
are just that -- private -- and not for anybody
outside of her immediate family to look at.

Additionally, from a sanitary perspec-
tive, Sierra sits down on dirty, potentially
bacteria-infested places such as kitchen tiles,
grass and beach sand, which could cause
infections. My daughter calls me old-fash-
ioned and tells me not to worry. What do you
think?

— MORE MODEST IN NEVADA

DEAR MORE MODEST: I seriously
doubt that anyone is going to be embar-
rassed by the sight of a naked toddler. I
know you are well-meaning, and your points
may be valid, but frankly, I think you should
let your daughter raise her daughter.

DEAR ABBY: I'm 61 and a recent wid-
ower. I befriended a new co-worker; a woman
who is single and 41. We started going out
socially, and I was getting back into life.

L just found out she and my 24-year-
old son have been dating for the last four
months. Neither one mentioned anything
about it to me. They were sneaking behind
my back, and she continued to do things
with me. When I realized what was going
on, I confronted her and told her I felt taken
advantage of and deceived. I stopped speak-
ing with her after that.

Am I wrong to feel this way? Her relation-
ship has come between my son and me. And
ves, I realize it takes two to tango.

— ITTAKES TWO IN THE EAST

DEAR IT TAKES TWO: Your son and
your co-worker should have been upfront
with you. That neither one was shows a lack

DEAR NEEDS: The time to send a
sympathy card is when you receive the sad
news.

DEAR ABBY: After 16 years of loyal and
dedicated service to my employer, I find my-
self out of work. Months ago, I needed double
knee replacements. I gave him three months’
notice about my surgery, planning to return
on June 1. It was a one-girl office; I was
responsible for all the administrative duties.

When I called my employer; he said,
“Sorry. No work,” and hung up on me! I am
64 years old and jobless. I haven't written
a resume in more than 20 years. How do I
start rebuilding my life?

Life is not kind when you are over 50, and
I never thought this day would come. I had
intended to work until I was 70.I can’t think
straight, and am hurt beyond words that I
was tossed to the curb after being a loyal and
dedicated employee all these years. -

- DEEPLY HURT

DEAR DEEPLY HURT: You have my
sympathy. For your boss to have kicked you
while you were down is disgraceful. Run
this scenario by an attorney who special-
izes in labor issues and ask if you have any
recourse. Although you can’t think straight
right now, I assure you the lawyer will be
able to advise you with a dispassionate eye.

And while you are at it, start constructing
your resume. Although there may not be a
job opening in the field you were working
in, surely there is work for someone with a
16-year history of loyal service to one em-
ployer and the skills you have acquired and
polished along the way.

Biggest blaze in California history
reportedly challenges firefighters

By Paul Elias
The Associated Press

Firefighters struggled
against rugged terrain, high
winds and an August heat
wave Tuesday to slow the
spread of the biggest wildfire
ever recorded in California,
an inferno that exploded to be
nearly the size of Los Angeles
injust 11 days.

The 450-square-mile blaze,
centered near the community
of Upper Lake, about 100
miles (160 kilometers) north
of San Francisco, spread fast
because of what officials said
was a perfect combination
of weather; topography and
abundant vegetation turned
into highly flammable fuel by
years of drought.

Firefighting efforts were
also initially hampered by
stretched resources, said the
Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, also known as
Cal Fire.

When the fire started July
217, thousands of firefighters
were hundreds of miles north
battling a massive blaze that
spread into the city of Redding,
destroying more than 1,000
homes, in addition to a dozen
other major blazes.

A few days after the Upper
Lake fire started, Cal Fire Bat-
talion Chief John Messina told
a community meeting that
with so many fires already
raging in California, “resources
are already committed” so of-
ficials were forced to prioritize
public safety and private
property.

“After those two things are
addressed then we'll go after
the pieces of fire that are in
remote areas,” Messina said.
“Typically, we'd go at all at
once. There is just not the
resources for that”

The flames were raging
in mostly remote areas, and
no deaths or serious injuries
were reported. But at least
75 homes have been lost, and
thousands of people have
been forced to flee. The blaze,
dubbed the Mendocino Com-
plex, was reported 20 percent
contained on Tuesday:

Its rapid growth at the same
time firefighters were battling
more than a dozen other major
blazes around the state fanned
fears that 2018 could become
the worst wildfire season in
California history.

“For whatever reason,
fires are burning much more
intensely, much more quickly
than they were before,” said
Mark A. Hartwig, president
of the California Fire Chiefs
Association.

About 3,900 firefighters, in-
cluding a crew of 40 volunteers
from New Zealand, were bat-
tling the blaze, contending with
temperatures in the high 90s
and winds gusting to 25 mph.

The heavily forested area
of myriad canyons where the
fire is spreading has few roads
or natural barriers that can
serve as firebreaks or offer
safe havens for firefighters to
battle the flames head on, Cal
Fire Battalion Chief Jonathan
Cox said.

So firefighters instead fell
back to natural barriers such
as streams or used bulldozers
to cut fire lines, but the flames
were moving so fast in spots
that they blew past, forcing
firefighters to retreat, Cox said.

“There’s no way you're going
to stop that fire,” said Kyle
Coleman, 28, who returned to
his childhood home last week
to help his father try —in
vain, it turned out — to protect
it.“A big wall of flames came

over the mountain ... I pretty
much got my dad out of there.”

In all, 14,000 firefighters
were battling blazes across
California, which is seeing ear-
lier, longer and more destruc-
tive wildfire seasons because
of drought, warmer weather
attributed to climate change,
and the building of homes
deeper into the forests.

The Mendocino Complex is
actually two blazes burning
so close together that au-
thorities are attacking them
as one, a common practice
at Cal Fire. The fires started
within an hour of each other
about 15 miles (25 kilome-
ters) apart. As of Tuesday,
they were separated by just
a few miles. Officials have
not determined the cause of
either one.

In becoming the biggest
fire in California history, the
Mendocino Complex fire broke
arecord set just eight months
ago. A blaze in Southern
California in December killed
two people, burned 440 square
miles (1,140 square kilome-
ters) and destroyed more than
1,000 buildings.

Crews also gained ground this
week against another Northern
California wildfire near the city
of Redding that was blamed for
at least six deaths.

Meanwhile, a blaze burning
near Yosemite National Park
has been raging for nearly a
month but is still just one-
third as large as the biggest
fire, though dense smoke has
closed much of the park to visi-
tors for the past two weeks.

California’s firefighting
costs have more than tripled
from $242 million in the 2013
fiscal year to $773 million in
the 2018 fiscal year that ended
June 30, according to Cal Fire
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