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A framework for ballot measures

Oregon voters will be facing an unusually light load of
statewide ballot measures in this November’s election.

Just five statewide measures appear to have qualified for
the ballot. Over the last two decades, Oregon voters in an
even-numbered year have been forced to plow through an
average of 14 such measures.

The number of measures on the ballot could have
been much higher: According to the website Ballotpedia,
roughly three dozen ideas for measures failed to earn a
place on the ballot.

But the measures that earned a spot on the ballot like-
ly will trigger some heated electoral battles. At least two
of them touch on hot-button issues across the nation: im-
migration and abortion. Two of them, proposed amend-
ments to the state constitution, deal with tax issues. And
the fifth measure, referred to voters by legislators, deals
with affordable housing.

Here are summaries of the measures that will appear
on the ballot. (As far as we could tell, the numbers of the
measures as they will be listed on the ballot have yet to be
assigned.)

Initiative Petition 31, the first of the two taxation mea-
sures, would amend Oregon’s Constitution to require a
three-fifths vote in the Legislature to trim tax breaks or
raise fees. Already, such a vote is required to impose new
taxes; this measure would extend that supermajority
requirement to other means in which the state tries to raise
revenue.

The other taxation proposal, Initiative Petition 37,
would amend the state constitution to ban taxes on food.

The immigration proposal, Initiative Petition 22, would
repeal Oregon’s 1987 sanctuary law, which prohibits
state and local law enforcement officers from helping to
enforce federal immigration law.

Initiative Petition 1 would prohibit state funding for
abortion, which is currently covered by Oregon’s Medic-
aid program and public employees’ health insurance.

The legislative referral in this year’s mix is Referral
401, which would allow local governments to issue bonds
to pay for affordable housing projects that involve non-
profits or other nongovernmental entities.

If you're searching for a framework that will help you
assess these measures, consider these points:

A measure to amend the state constitution, in our view,
must meet a higher standard than a statutory measure.
So here’s the question: Does this proposal absolutely
need to be embedded in the constitution? A “no” answer
suggests that you should vote accordingly. What is the
potential financial impact of the proposed measure?

Voters sometimes approve costly measures without
worrying about how to pay for them. But state officials
said last week that, by and large, this year’s measures
either will have limited financial impacts or impacts
that are difficult to predict, although that preliminary
assessment could change.

The possible exception is the abortion measure: A
draft financial impact statement said it could result in
a net annual cost to the state of $19.3 million due to in-
creased births and the need to provide health care and
other support for low-income families. But the state-
ment also found the state could receive an additional
$14.5 million each year from the federal government for
those programs.

Should the measure be taken up by the Legislature
instead? Oregon voters love their ballot measures, but
some topics are complicated enough they deserve de-
tailed scrutiny from legislators, with ample opportunity
for public input.

Finally, remember this: When in doubt on a ballot
measure, “no” usually is a honorable vote.
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Alexis: Kudos to ER
staff

To the Editor:

Recently, I thought I was
having a heart attack and
my wife drove me up to the
Grande Ronde Hospital
Emergency Room. I went
through several tests and
it was determined that I
did not have a heart at-
tack. It was something not
quite that serious. We were
there four and a half hours.
They were very careful,
serious and professional in
my evaluations and treat-
ment. The whole staff gets
kudos.

Fred Alexis
La Grande

Jones: Pardoning
the Hammonds was
the right thing

To the Editor:
The Hammond pardon

was secured by a great
many people. It was like

a huge jigsaw puzzle with
many different pieces that
all had to go together at the
right time to make it hap-
pen. Everyone was working
to correct and make right a
grave injustice.

Congressman Walden
was a big piece of the puz-
zle to help secure the presi-
dential pardon for Dwight
and Steven Hammond of
Harney County. Walden did
the right thing. Those of us
in CD2, who can actually
vote for Walden and really
know the issues, are grate-
ful for his help.

Those who are familiar
with the case and issues
are fully aware the pardon
was justified. The Ham-
mond family is a ranching
family in Eastern Oregon
who help feed the world.
They are not domestic
terrorists.

Now, in comparison,
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President Obama pardoned
more than 600 individu-
als. Most were hardened
criminals dealing in hard
drugs, theft and other
crimes that are a threat to
society. He let these types
out on society. Where was
the hue and the cry about
these pardons?

Thank you, Congress-
man Walden, for doing the
right thing,

Suzan Ellis Jones
Bridgeport

Trost: Hammond
pardon ‘a win for
justice’

To the Editor:

1 support Greg Walden
for his efforts and success
in which he lobbied the
White House for the pardon
of Dwight and Steven
Hammond. Thank you also
to the Oregon Cattlemen’s
Association and Interior
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Secretary Ryan Zinke who
also supported the
Hammonds.

It seems that the Obama
administration was over-
zealous in going after the
Hammonds. The Ham-
monds are not terrorists
— they’re ranchers. They
know how to take care of
the land because it’s their
livelihood. That adminis-
tration obviously did not
understand ranching or
even the West, for that mat-
ter. The Trump administra-
tion knows and appreciates
ranching communities and
what they can provide.

T also agree with what
Walden said about Presi-
dent Trump’s decision for
the pardon. He said the de-
cision was “a win for justice,
and an acknowledgment of
our unique way of life in the
high desert, rural West.”

Patty Trost
Unity
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D.C. office: 221 Dirksen
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Washington, D.C. 20510-
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fax, 541-963-0885; email
kathleen_cathey @wyden.
senate.gov.
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mail.house.gov.

U.S. Department of
Justice: Main switchboard,
202-504-2000; comment

line, 202-353-1555.

Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown: 900 Court St. N.E.,
Salem, OR 97301; 503-378-
4582,

Oregon Secretary of
State Dennis Richardson:
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97301-3896; 503-378-4329.
Oregon Attorney General
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4096; 503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S.
Hansell (29th District/
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office: 900 Court St. NE.,
S-423, Salem, OR 97301;
503-986-1729. Website:
www.oregonlegislature.
gov/hansell. Email:
sen.billhansell@
oregonlegislature.gov.
State Rep. Greg Barreto
(58th District/Cove): Salem
office: 900 Court St. NE.,

H-384, Salem, OR 97301;
503-986-1458. Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/barreto.
Email: rep.gregbarreto@
oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Smith
(57th District): Salem
office: 900 Court St.

NE., H-482, Salem, OR,
97301; 503-986-1457.
Heppner office: PO. Box
219, Heppner, OR 97836;
541-676-5154; Website:
www.oregonlegislature.
gov/smithg. Email:
rep.gregsmith@
oregonlegislature.gov.

City of La Grande: Mayor
Steve Clements, City
Manager Robert Strope;
PO. Box 670, La Grande, OR
97850; 541-962-1309; fax 541-
963-3333.

Union County Commis-
sioners: Donna Beverage,
Steve McClure and Jack
Howard; 1106 K Ave., La
Grande, OR 97850; 541-963-
1001; fax 541-963-1079.
Wallowa County

Commissioners: Paul
Castilleja, Todd Nash and
Susan Roberts; 101 S. River
St., Room 202, Enterprise,
OR 97828; 541-426-4543, ext.
1, fax 541-426-0582.

Elgin City Councilors:
Mayor Allan Duffy, 501

N 11th St., 541-437-1016,
mayor@cityofelginor.org;
Mary West, 260 N 5th Ave.,
541-805-0443, councilor3@
cityofelginor.org; Kathy
Warren, PO Box 697, 541-
786-9611, councilor6@
cityofelginor.org; Councilor
Teresa Hylton-Shaffer, 540
N. 10th Ave., 541-663-6666,
councilorb@cityofelginor.
org; Risa Halgarth, PO

Box 525, 541-437-9462,
councilor2@cityofelginor.
org; Rocky Burgess, 800

N 14th St., PO. Box 854,
541-786-2417, councilor1@
cityofelginor.org; David
Reed, 1011 Detroit St., PO
Box 368; 541-975-3306,
councilor4@cityofelginor.
org; Ryan Martin
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