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tee who spoke at the ceremo-
ny, said it was appropriate

to have the ceremony during
the camp so the youth could
experience the historic event.

“We are tied to the Home-
land and we want you young
people to know about this
so when you become lead-
ers you can think about the
future,” Miles said.

For hundreds if not
thousands of years, indig-
enous people camped on
the shores of Wallowa Lake.
Not long after the Nez
Perce War in 1877, the lake
became a popular destina-
tion for tourism, fishing
and canneries. By the early
20th century, visitors to the
lake moved out of their wall
tents and into accommoda-
tions like the Wallowa Lake
Lodge, built in 1923.

According to Greg Nelson,
communications director
for the Methodist Church,
in 1922, the church realized
the value of building a camp
and retreat center in this
idyllic setting. The church
purchased 100 acres, but
with the growing market for
privately owned cabins at

the lake, the church initially
sold 10 acres to help pay for
the camp. Over time, more
parcels were sold off for
private home development,
leaving a landlocked, unde-
velopable 1.5-acre parcel of
river shoreline.

At the ceremony marking
the return of this parcel to
the Nez Perce, Methodist
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky
— who oversees the United
Methodist churches of
Alaska, Washington, Idaho
and Oregon — said in 2012
the church began talking
about the damage done
to Native Americans and
subsequently spent four
years of repentance and
education.

“Now we have a new
heart and spirit of for-
giveness and healing,”
Stanovsky said Wednesday.
“Since 1922, the Methodists
have cared for the land and
now we return a portion to
its prior inhabitants. This
marks a new relationship
for this place and people for
a life of peace and plenty.”

Gifts were exchanged
among tribal members and
church representatives and
each in attendance was
given an origami coyote and

a “Wallowa Land Return”
button. The Nez Perce elders
were presented with a deed
to the land, and all in at-
tendance recited a litany for
promoting peace and friend-
ship.

Wednesday’s ceremony
also included the Lord’s
Prayer recited in Nez Perce,
drumming and singing of a
163-year-old song that Nez
Perce elder Wilfred Scott said
is the equivalent of the Star
Spangled Banner.

Following the ceremony in
front of Bailey Hall the crowd
gathered on the bank of the
transferred parcel of land.
Scott burned sage to bless a
stone symbolizing the land
transfer and a sign written
in Nez Perce that translates
to “Let all of us people of
the earth come together
in peace.” The ceremony
concluded when the eldest
of the campers returned the
symbolic stone to the river's
bank.

The Joseph Office of Nez
Perce Tribe Fisheries will
manage the tribe’s new land
parcel adjacent to the Wal-
lowa River, which is prime
kokanee and bull trout habi-
tat for spawning and juvenile
rearing,
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last year, Oregon Commu-
nity Foundation awarded
the organization $20,000;
the Oregon Arts Commis-
sion granted $200,000;
the Wildhorse Foundation
awarded $7,500; James F.
Miller Foundation awarded
$20,000; Northwest Farm
Credit Services awarded
$1,500; and the Union
County Cultural Enrich-
ment awarded $500.

“This Travel Oregon
grant award is pivotal in
the progress of the Liberty
Theatre toward a state of
utility,” Jaeger continued
in the release. “Final plans
adhering to historical stan-
dards are being completed.
The next work phase of
restoration is commencing
in August and (the) Liberty
can now plan further ahead
to complete the project.
This is a huge boost to the
Liberty effort.”

Farnham said the work
planned for August will
be to finish removing the
asbestos and final demoli-
tion.

“The final plans for the
construction permit are
days from completion, and
then a permit can be ap-
plied to move ahead with
final restoration and opera-

“We are moving into the
finish lap after many years
of hard work.”

Major restorations of the
Liberty Theatre have been
unveiled slowly but surely.
The 55-year-old ceiling
located in the lobby and
lower east wall are now
exposed. The ceiling and
walls had not been seen
since 1959, according to a
previous Observer article.

The walls and ceiling
were created when the
theater was built around
1911. The facility was first
known as the Orpheum
and then the Arcade before
it was renamed the Liberty

Cherise Kaechele /The Observer
The Liberty Theatre’s blade sign was installed in 2015.
TheTheatre’'s Foundation has been slowly restoring the
building using grant money.

was closed in 1959.

Another major step
taken is the installation of
the blade sign.

In November 2015, the
blade sign, which reads
“Liberty,” was installed. It
is a reproduction of one of
the theater’s former signs.

The installation of that
sign show those who pass
by the theatre that prog-
ress is being made.

In a previous Observer
article, board members
of the nonprofit said the
installation of the sign
was a moment they had
been waiting for since they
began exploring the idea of

tion,” he said in the email. =~ Theatre in the 1920s. It restoring the theatre.
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more members to help with
promoting American his-
tory education in the local
area. One way in which the
chapter promotes history

is by sponsoring an essay
contest. The topic comes
from the National DAR,
and the Lone Pine Tree
Chapter invites all schools
in their counties to partici-
pate. A fifth-grader from
Keating Elementary School
in Baker City won the most
recent essay contest.

At the group’s monthly
meetings, a member often
gives a presentation on her
American Revolution an-
cestor. Some of them have
found out they are distant
cousins through tracing
back their lineal descent.

For Smith, who has been
a DAR member since 2002,

side George Washington.
Ransom died in the Battle
of Wyoming, also known as
the Wyoming Massacre, in
Wyoming Valley, Pennsyl-
vania.

Another of the chapter’s
members, Lynne Zwan-
ziger, a 10-year member of
the DAR, is a descendant
of Philip Syng. Syng was a
silversmith who made the
inkstand the founding fa-
thers used to sign the Dec-
laration of Independence
and the U.S. Constitution.
Zwanziger has visited his
grave in Pennsylvania.

“In our families, the
young people have lost a
sense of history,” Johnson
said.

The DAR, she said,
provides a way for families
to connect young people to

attend their meetings, which
happen once a month, ex-
cept July and August, on the
second Friday, with lunch at
11 a.m. and the meeting at
noon. The meetings rotate
between La Grande and
Baker City. The next meet-
ing will be on Sept. 14 at the
Sunridge Inn in Baker City.
On Oct. 12, they will hold a
meeting at the Flying J in
La Grande.

Zwanziger said she hopes
other women will join DAR.
She recommended using on-
line tools such as Ancestory.
com to trace their lineage.

“Start digging and hope
for the best,” Zwanziger
said.

Contact Max Denning at
541-963-3161 or mdenning @
lagrandeobserver.com.
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The cottage development, more commonly known as “tiny homes,” offers homes
with a smaller footprint. They are typically between 500 to 1,000 square feet. The
homes displayed above are from a community in Detroit, Michigan.
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egy in the city’s
comprehensive plan.

The intention of cottage
home development is
to encourage affordable
housing, innovation and
variety in housing design
and site development
while making sure the de-
velopment fits within the
existing neighborhoods.

It also gives more options
for the variety of families
living in La Grande.

Right now, there aren’t
any homes that are
specifically classified as
cottages, meaning under
1,000 square feet.

However, some property
owners have applied for
conditional use permits to
build a single cottage with
the intention of using it as
an Airbnb, Boquist said.
Airbnb is an online service
for renting accommoda-
tions to travelers.

Another area of focus
for the meeting was the
section of the city’s land
development code dealing
with camping within the
city limits.

With the passage of the
amendments, the code
allows a guest to camp on
a person’s property for no
more than 30 cumulative
days in any 12-month
period.

At Wednesday’s meet-
ing, Audrey Smith, who is
the Community Connec-
tion manager, and Cami
Miller, who helped orga-
nize the Warming station

last winter, said criminal-
izing homelessness is not
the answer.

Miller said putting a
deadline on the amount of
time someone can dwell
on a person’s property is
punishing the most vul-
nerable population. And it
doesn’t fix the issue.

“Where should they
g0?” she asked the council,
adding if they find some-
one who is willing to let
them stay on the property,
the council should let
them.

Boquist clarified for the
council that the count-
down only begins when a
complaint is filed.

The third major conver-
sational piece at Wednes-
day’s meeting concerning
the land development
code was the livestock
permitted section.

The updated code would
allow landowners within
the city to have a total of
six adult rabbits, ducks
and/or chickens (not
roosters) on their property,
provided they live on a
lot that is at least 10,000
square feet. The original
code suggested a mini-
mum of 5,000 square feet,
but some councilors sug-
gested that was too small
of a property to support
and contain the livestock.

Livestock that are not
allowed within the city
limits are swine, peacocks,
guinea hens and roosters.

Beekeeping was also
added to the code. The
updated code would allow
beekeeping on a lot of

10,000 square feet or more
with a maximum amount
of two colonies per acre.
The code requires land-
owners with hives to put
bee warning signs around
the perimeter of the prop-
erty visible to the public.

If the colony exhibits
aggressive behavior, the
beekeeper must re-queen
the colony. For those colo-
nies that continue to be
aggressive even after cor-
rective actions are taken,
the entire colony must be
eliminated.

Finally, Councilor Gary
Lillard was the sole coun-
cilor who voted against
approving a liquor license
for a local business want-
ing to sell alcohol during
an upcoming event. He
said he felt it was “hypo-
critical” to approve liquor
licenses, citing the public
input taken in opposition
to recreational marijuana.

“(If) you're not going to
allow one substance, then
you shouldn’t allow any
of them,” Lillard told the
council.

The majority of the pro-
cess for liquor licenses is
done through the Oregon
Liquor Control Commis-
sion. The city is asked
for approval, but it was
described on Wednesday
night multiple times as
a formality. Some of the
councilors asked whether
they really had any
authority to say no. City
Manager Robert Strope
said he will ask the
La Grande Chief of Police
to clarify the issue.

I CHIROPRACTIC

O Y OUR
HFHHEATLTEI

HEALTH CARE DIRECTORY

HEALTH FOODS

/

SKEHRYY

www.drkehr.com

)} (CHIROPRACTIC) | (

Jason M. Kehr, D.C.
Accepting New Patients
2008 3rd St., Suite B « La Grande, OR 97850 ¢ 541-963-9632

« Vitamins, Herbs,
Homeopathics

¢ Gluten free foods

\CHIROPRIGHG

MOST INSURANCE
ACCEPTED

£ Dr. Thomas D. Miller 541-963-7432
1502 N. Pine #1 - La Grande

(Across from New Fire Station)

Healthy Living Starts Here

« Fresh, organic produce

Nature’s Pantry|

NATURAL FOODS & NUTRACEUTICALS

Offering one-on-one nutrition counseling
Open Monday-Friday & Sunday
1907 Fourth St. * 541-963-7955

 Healthy body care products

« Earth friendly household
supplies

« Extensive Bulk Foods
« Health & Fitness Books
« Certified Nutritionist

Linda Clayville, MS, CN

6l IDRUG & ALCOHOL
’ PROGRAM

SPECIALISTS

% GRANDE RONDE RECOVERY
b2 Outpatient ® Detox
Chemical Dependency

Dr. Joel D. Rice, M.D.
541-962-0162 1501 6th St., La Grande

EALTH CARE

| B

CENTERS

Counseling

BLUE MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATES, LLC

Joel D. Rice, M.D. Steve Eder, Licensed
Adult & Geriatric Pychiany — Psychologist, Associate

Mary Goldstein, LCSW ~ Testing & Counseling
Individual & Relationship Nancy Anderson, LPC
Counseling Individual & Family Counseling

Joel Goldstein, LCSW; M.DIV. jeff Harman, LPC

Susan Hughes, LCSW
Individual & Relationship

Individual & Family Therapy

1101 | Avenue ¢ La Grande
1-541-962-0162

La Grande Health

and Rehabilitation Genter

A Commitment to Caring

Steve Hamilton

Bridging the gap from hospital to home!

91 Aries Lane La Grande ~ 541.963.8678

PLACE YOURAD

CALL 541-963-3161

HERE!

Reed & Associates for

excellent service LOCALLY!

Nicole Cathey

10106 N. “C’ @ Island City

An Independent
Insurance Agency

Medicare, Auto, Home

insurance and Annuities

& ASSOCIATES

541-975-1364

Toll Free 1-866-282-1925 www.reed-insurance.net

Kevin Reed



