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Family is divided in two by
predator in their midst

DEAR ABBY: A number of years ago, it
came out that my brother-in-law had raped
and molested his two daughters and two
granddaughters. It tore our family apart.

Although my sister said she intended to
divorce him, she never did. She also didn’t
report it — so he was never convicted of the
crime — but we all, including my sister, knew
it was true. Since then, my sister has disowned
her daughters, my mother and
me. She still interacts with her
son and his family.

1 know I shouldn’t miss my
sister, but I do. I know my mom
misses her; too. Abby, how can
we get past this? Our family was always close,
and now this. The grief is killing me.
—ANGUISHED IN ARKANSAS

DEAR ANGUISHED: It seems there was
a conspiracy of silence in the family. Your
sister dealt with her husband’s crime by
choosing to ignore that he is a sexual preda-
tor. That your sister has blamed his victims
is beyond the pale. Your nieces and grand-
nieces should talk with a licensed mental
health professional about this, and so should
you and your mother. If you're lucky, the per-
son may be able to offer a group discount.

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend and I are in
our 50s. We hauve lived together for two years.
He's retired. I work full time.

We have a woman friend (married with
kids) he sees almost daily during the sum-
mer at the swimming pool. Every day he
says to her, “What time will you be here? I'll
be here around 10. See ya then.” She brings
him food occasionally while they're there. (He
hasn’t told me, but I know she has.)

Sometimes he can be in a foul mood, and
all he wants s to go to the pool to relax. When
we go, his eyes search for her and if/when he
sees her; they light up and he gets a big smile
on his face. When I pointed it out to him, he
gave me the silent treatment for a couple of
hours. Then he accused me of being jealous.

We are in a committed relationship, but
I find this threatening. Was I wrong to say
what I did? — GEORGIA GIRL

DEAR GEORGIA GIRL: No, but after he
accused you of being jealous, what you should
have told him was he was right, and that you
wish his eyes would light up that way when

he sees you. It appears your guy has devel-
oped a crush. If you handle it with humor,

it will pass. However, if you don't, you will
continue to make him feel defensive — which
is counterproductive — so use a light touch.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a first-time writer to
your column. I'm mentally disabled, have
MD (muscular dystrophy) and am diabetic. I

take a lot of medication. When

people ask me why I don’t
DEAR work or “Where do you work?”
ABBY what should I say? When I say

I don’t work and that I'm dis-

abled, they look at me funny

and don’t believe it. My disabilities aren’t
visible. — WENDY IN PENNSYLVANIA
DEAR WENDY: You are not obligated to
disclose your medical history to people you
know casually. (If they knew you well, they
wouldn’t be asking those questions.) All you
need to say is, “You know, that’s personal.
If you'll forgive me for not answering your
question, I'll forgive you for asking.” Then
change the subject.

DEAR ABBY: My husband had an annoy-
ing habit of staring at me. After dinner; if [
went into the kitchen while he was still at the
dinner table, he would turn his chair around
to stare at me. When he walked into a room I
was in, he would stop and stare at me.

When I finally got sick of it and told him
to cut it out, his response was, “Can’t you
stand scrutiny?” I said it has nothing to do
with scrutiny. It's a form of trying to control
me, or even mental abuse.

He has stopped it for the most part. But he
reverts back every once in a while. I still have
to mention it at times. What do you think of
this? What do you think it means?
—ANNOYED IN THE EAST

DEAR ANNOYED: Unless you have left
something out of your letter, I dont consider
what he was doing to be emotional abuse. Un-
til you spoke up, he may not have realized he
was making you uncomfortable. What I think
it means is that your husband thinks you are
the most beautiful woman in the world, and
he’s the luckiest man on the planet. Now he
knows it makes you uncomfortable, he’s mak-
ing an effort to stop, but old habits are hard to
break and he occasionally backslides.

By Janie Har
and Brian Skoloff
The Associated Press

UPPER LAKE, California
— Firefighters struggling to
contain destructive Northern
California wildfires found
themselves facing a new
blaze that erupted Tuesday
and drove through a rural
area near a national forest.

About 60 homes in an old
ranching and farming area
near Covelo, which is about
180 miles north of San Fran-
cisco, were ordered evacuated
as the blaze erupted late in
the afternoon. Gusty winds
quickly drove it through
about a square mile of brush
and grasslands, oak, pine
and timber near Mendocino
National Forest, Mendocino
County Undersheriff Mat-
thew Kendall said.

“We're advised that the fire
was threatening structures,”
he said.

However, there were no
immediate reports of homes
being burned.

Firefighting aircraft were
called in but it was unclear
when they might arrive
because many already were
engaged in other fires,
Kendall said.

Some 40 miles to the
south, twin fires straddling
Mendocino and Lake coun-
ties have destroyed at least
seven homes and threatened
an estimated 12,000 more,
fire officials said.

Jessyca Lytle fled a fast-
moving Northern California
wildfire in 2015 that spared
her property but destroyed
her mother’s memorabilia-
filled home in rural and
rugged Lake County.

Less than three years
later, Lytle found herself
listening to scanner traffic
Tuesday and fire-proofing
her mother’s new home as

another wildfire advanced.

“Honestly, what I'm think-
ing right now is I just want
this to end,” Lytle said, add-
ing that she was “exhausted
in every way possible —
physically, emotionally, all of
that.”

Derek Hawthorne, a
firefighter and spokesman
for the fire crews, said the hot
weather was not ideal but
the wind was on their side
where he was in the city of
Upper Lake.

“It’s blowing into the fire,
and it’s kind of blowing it
back on itself” he said.

To the east in Sutter
County; a fire that erupted
Tuesday night had torched
about 1.5 square miles of
grassland but no homes were
evacuated, state fire spokes-
man Scott McLean said.

Elsewhere, the Carr Fire
had burned more than 880
homes and killed six people
in and around Redding.
Another 348 outbuildings
were also destroyed, and
the blaze is now the seventh
most destructive wildfire
in California history, fire of-
ficials said.

National Park officials said
Tuesday the scenic Yosemite
Valley and other areas will
be closed “at least through
Sunday” due to heavy smoke
from the so-called Ferguson
Fire. The closure began July
25 and had been tentatively
scheduled to end Friday.

Park spokesman Scott
Gediman said “continuing
poor air quality” and ongoing
firefighting operations war-
ranted the extension.

It was the longest closure
at Yosemite since 1997 when
floods closed the park for
over two months,

In Riverside County, east
of Los Angeles, an arson fire
that destroyed seven homes

last week was 82 percent
contained Monday.

People in Lake County, an
impoverished community
0f 65,000, are familiar with
evacuations.

The 2015 Valley Fire,
which came on the heels of
two other fires, killed four
and destroyed 1,300 homes
when it blew up unexpect-
edly during a September
heat wave. It wiped out
entire neighborhoods prized
for their privacy and sense of
community and turned sce-
nic areas into charred forest.

Since then, parts of the
county have been evacuated
regularly due to fire, most
recently in June.

Evacuation orders re-
mained in effect Tuesday for
the town of Lakeport, the
county seat, although orders
for some smaller communi-
ties were lifted.

Lakeport is a popular
destination for bass anglers
and boaters on the shores
of Clear Lake. By Monday
night, it was a ghost town.

Paul Lew and his two boys,
ages 13 and 16, evacuated
Saturday from their Lake-
port home.

“T told them to throw
everything they care about
in the back of the car;” said
Lew, 45.“I grabbed comput-
ers, cellphones, papers. I
just started bagging all my
paperwork up, clothes, my
guitars.”

Lew, who is divorced from
Liytle, is camped out at the
house in the nearby
community of Cobb that she
fled in 2015. He is watching
over her chickens, sheep and
other animals. He laughs
that repeated fire alerts have
made him an emergency
preparation expert.

“It’s like three a year,” he
said. “It’s kind of crazy”
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