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This ban has Waste-Pro
and its operations manager,
Darin Larvik, preparing to
approach the La Grande City
Council with ideas on how to
remedy its financial situa-
tion.

Before the ban, China
purchased recycled material,
even contaminated material,
for prices higher than local
paper mills were willing to
pay. In the past seven years,
three Portland-area mills
have closed. According to
NPR, before the ban the U.S.
exported half of its recycling,
a third of which went to
China. But now, with China
not accepting unsorted paper
and post-consumer plastics,
the prices on both products
have plummeted, making
recycling substantially less
economically viable.

Peter Spendelow, recycling
specialist with the Oregon
Department of Environmen-
tal Quality, said recycling is
not currently lucrative.

“We still encourage stuff
to get recycled because there
are a lot of benefits besides
economic, and right now it’s
an economic deficit,” Spend-
elow said.

In recent months, Waste-
Pro has had to pay around
$85 per ton to processors to
take recycled material. Lar-
vik said it costs the company
$63.50 per ton to send waste
to the landfill. The prices for
residential mixed recycling
and cardboard have plum-
meted 113 percent and 67
percent, respectively, Larvik

QUARRY
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plication is not complete.

In the application,
obtained by The Observer,
Smejkal requests approval
to construct a rail spur and
begin aggregate processing
of the rock that includes
light crushing, screening,
washing and stockpiling
to be able to export the
finished product exclusively
through the rail for indus-
trial development.

Hartell said technically
there are two small previ-
ous quarry sites at this
location but this proposal
is being considered a new
site.

A big game management
plan has yet to be submit-
ted to the department,
Hartell said.

In the application that
has been submitted,
Smejkal mentions he is
committed to entering a
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9,999-square-foot building.
McClure said the hope is to
have the building completed
by March 1 so the US. Forest
Service can move in before
fire season.

July 1,2019, is the target
date for the base’s outdoor
components including its he-
lipads and parking area. The
rappel base will include four
landing sites for helicopters.

Wright said the new base
will allow for more efficient
operations, and the building
will be more energy efficient.

“(The new base) will fit the
needs of rappel base op-
erations more appropriately
(than the present building
and facilities),” he said.

The present rappel base is
located in an older building
at the airport. The base has
been operating at the airport
since crews from rappel bases
in Enterprise and Ukiah were
moved there two years ago.
The base has approximately
30 employees.

Construction of the new
rappel base will be funded
with a $3 million loan Union
County has received from the
state and a $1 million Con-
nectOregon IV state grant,
McClure said.

The Forest Service will
lease the rappel base from

said. This difference means it
costs service providers more
money to recycle than it does
to send waste to the landfill.

“It’s a detriment to be
recycling because of the huge,
unprecedented, very quick
drop in demand due to China
dropping out of the market,”
Spendelow said.

Before China backed out
of the market receiving pay-
ment for recycled materials
was standard, he said.

“For many years, that was
true for most materials out
there, that the processors
were paying good money to
the collectors to collect that,”
he said.

The economic deficit
Waste-Pro is facing — the
total loss from September
2017 to June 2018 is more
than $20,000 — means
Larvik, as a service provider
to the city, he must bring the
La Grande City Council and
Union County Commission-
ers potential solutions to fix
the economic issue.

One solution is to raise
the rates for the recycling
program. Larvik proposed a
$1.24 per month increase as
part of this solution. In Port-
land, the average household
had its rates raised $2.55 per
month in May.

Another potential solution
is altering what is accept-
able to recycle. This would
mean county residents would
no longer be able to recycle
materials such as glass and
paper other than cardboard.
This solution would reduce
the amount of recycled
materials in the county by
more than 50 percent, Larvik

“habitat conservation ease-
ment of up to 4,724 acres
with the Oregon Mule Deer
Foundation, in cooperation
with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
to preserve critical elk and
mule deer habitat in the
region on the property ...
and commonly referred to
as the ‘ponderosa.”

According to the applica-
tion, the project area will
be located primarily within
undeveloped timber and
grazing areas.

The closest homes or
businesses are more than
2,700 feet away. Operations
will be between 7 a.m. and
7 p.m. and any blasting
required will be conducted
on a published schedule
and will occur between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m.

The application states
dust generated by con-
struction and operational
activities will be controlled
via countermeasures like

Union County, which will use
its lease payments to pay off
the $3 million loan over a 20-
year period, McClure said.

The base will be for
helicopter rappelling flights.
Helicopter rappelling is a
means of quickly delivering
firefighters to remote areas.
Once dispatched, a helicop-
ter and its crew fly to the
location of a wildland fire. At
the scene, it is determined
whether the helicopter can
land or if it will be neces-
sary to deliver firefighters
by rappelling. For a rappel,
a helicopter hovers over the
intended spot and then fire-
fighters slide down ropes up
to 250 feet with the help of
a descent device, according
to the U.S. Forest Service’s
website.

Other Oregon cities that
have rappel bases include
John Day, Prineville and
Grants Pass.

In other matters at
Wednesday's meeting, the
Union County Board of Com-
missioners passed a resolu-
tion honoring Mike McArthur,
executive director of the
Association of Oregon Cities,
which is a statewide organiza-
tion representing Oregon’s 36
counties. McArthur, based in
Salem, will retire at the end
of this month after serving as
AOC’s executive director for
14 years.
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China’s ban of recycling has made an impact locally at

the Waste-Pro center.

said. The solution would also
include a small rate increase.

The last solution would
be sending all recycling to a
landfill. This solution would
still call for a 95 cent per
month increase. Under Or-
egon law, when it costs more
to recycle materials than it
does send them to a landfill,
recyclable materials can be
disposed of.

Larvik said there is a lot
to consider when deciding
on which course of action the
community should take with
its recycling.

“At the end of the day; (it is
a) discussion about what is
important to us,” Larvik said.
“Is it an economic decision? Is
it an environmental decision?
Is it a humanitarian deci-
sion?”

When contemplating this
question, Larvik quoted Aldo
Leopold, an environmentalist
and conservationist: “A thing
is right when it tends to
preserve the integrity, stabil-
ity and beauty of the biotic
community. It is wrong when

water spraying. Any extrac-
tion or processing activities
that produce air, noise, dust,
odors or other pollutants
will require an air contami-
nant discharge permit from
the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality or
comply with other regula-
tions.

The project will not
require groundwater extrac-
tions and will not extend

it tends otherwise.”

This decision will ulti-
mately come from the La
Grande City Council and
Union County Commission-
ers, Larvik said.

“I'm a service provider.

Tl do what the community
wants us to do,” he said.

Larvik also said he be-
lieves La Grande residents
are avid recyclers, noting
80 percent of La Grande
residents put their recycling
carts on the curb for every
pickup.

In 2016, Union County re-
covered 6,916 tons of waste.
Recovery includes recycling,
composting and burning re-
cyclable materials for energy.

According to the DEQ’s
disposal concurrences report,
Waste-Pro disposed of 28
tons of residential comingled
recycling in November 2017
instead of sending it to a
processor. Larvik said the
disposal concurrence hap-
pened on one day because
his processor — backed up
with recycled materials due

deep enough to affect the
groundwater aquifers, ac-
cording to the application.

The potential visual im-
pacts of the project will be
“greatly reduced,” according
to the application, through
earthen berms adjacent to
the 100-foot setback from
the property lines. The
visual impacts will be most
noticeable along the 1-84
corridor.

to China’s stricter inspec-
tions of recyclable material
— allowed him to send only
some of his recyclables. To
make sure he could continue
to store incoming recycling
(it’s against the law for
Waste-Pro to store it outside)
he sent those 28 tons to the
landfill. That amounts to 0.4
percent of the total amount of
recovered material in Union
County in 2016.

While La Grande has
not had to dump much of
its recycling in a landfill,
Spendelow explained why it
might be the case that the
law would allow Waste-Pro
to do so.

“Out there in La Grande,
you collect the materials so
you have the cost of collec-
tion, and then you have the
cost of shipping it to Portland
because that’s where all the

processors are, and then
they ask you to pay them

for it when you drop it off,”
Spendelow said. “(It’s) going
to be a lot cheaper to ship the
garbage locally to a landfill
than it is to ship it all the
way back to Portland to a
processor.”

Across Oregon there have
been 26 disposal concurrenc-
es since Sept. 1,2017. During
that time, 11,490 tons have
been disposed of, comprising
2 percent of all materials col-
lected for recycling.

Spendelow said he believes
the market for recycled mate-
rials will fix itself, eventually.

“Tve got to emphasize
that this is something that I
think will work itself out, but
it might be a couple years,
because you don’t just open
a paper mill on the drop of a
dime,” he said.

Recycling by the numbers in Union, Baker

and Wallowa counties

Union, Wallowa, Umatilla and Baker counties recovered
material rates in 2016 were much lower than the state

average.

In Union County, only 25 percent of waste was recovered
compared to the state rate of 42.6 percent. For the past
three years, Union County has recovered 25 percent of
its waste, which is the lowest percent recovered in Union

County since 2001.

Overall, the state of Oregon is not recovering as much
waste as it had previously. Oregon recovered 49.5 percent
of its waste in 2013, and the 2016 figure of 42.6 percent is

the lowest since 2000.

The goal set for Union County by Oregon Senate Bill
263 in 2015 was 25 percent of waste recovered annually
by 2025.The goal was the same for Baker and Wallowa
County, while it was only 20 percent for Umatilla County.

—Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

Smejkal’s application
claims that the project will
generate as many as 15 to
20 family-wage jobs. It will
also generate temporary
jobs during construction
and will include local and
regional expenditures for
building materials, goods
and services.

With the approval of the
rail use, the contents of the
project will be shipped ex-

clusively through the Union
Pacific Railroad.

The next Union County
Planning Commission
meeting begins at 7 p.m.
Aug. 27. Hartell said public
comments will be taken
at that meeting. However,
since the quarry has not yet
officially submitted the en-
tire application it therefore
may not be on the meeting’s
agenda.

Grande

The Timber Cruisers Car club thank these
individuals and businesses who supported the
2018 Grande Ronde-A-View Weekend, July 20th-22nd.
Because of your generous support and donations,
this annual event was once again a huge success.

Thank you alll We couldn'’t have done it without you.
MJ Goss Motor Co.

La Grande

RONDE-A-YIEW

Weekend

Aaron’s Furniture/La Gremde
Ace Hardware/La Grande
Ackley, Bryan

Alegre Travel

Amazing Changes Salon/
Carolina Porter

Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc.

Bell, Gary (LG Police Lieutenant)
Benchwarmers Pub & Grill
Bi-Mcart/La Grande

Black, Josh

Blue Mountain Ouffitters
Bowman Trucking

Brent Clapp Media Services
Bri Troutmamn & Associctes
Buffalo Peak Golf Course

Cam Credits

Claudson'’s Sew and Soak
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Commercial Tire/La Gromde
Community Merchants

Cook, Nelson

Copy Club

Direct Music Source

Dusty Spur Restaurcmt

Eagle Cap Excursion Train
Edwcard Jones Co./Gary Anger
Elgin Opera House
EOU/Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Express Lube & Car Wash
Expressions Salon/Jamie Story
Fairie Beads & Treasures
Fairway Mortgage

Fitzgerald Flowers

Flying J Truck Stop

Forbes & Mason Families
Foster, Jerry & Cindy

Gately, Rick

Globe Furniture

Goss, Mark

Growing Wise

Hermiston Car Club/K. McCall
Hobby Habit

Hought's 24 Flavors

Islemd City Market & Deli

Joe Beans Restaurcmt

John Howard & Associctes

Joseph Branch Railriders/Metlens

Kauffmann's Bakery
Kennon, Tyler

Kenny, Mike and Jean
Kettle Korn and More
Knead's Bakery

Lackey, John

La Gronde Amusement

La Gronde Auto Repair

La Grande Country Club

La Grande Main St. Downtown
La Grande Public Works

La Gronde Quilt Shop
Laurence, Eric

Laurence’s Auto Body/Paint
Les Schwab/La Grande
Lillard, Gery

Mamacita’s Restcurant
Mongum, Lisa M.L.
Mclean, Nick

Meguicar's Auto Supply

Miesners, Arlon ond Mary Ann

Mountain Valley Therapy
NAPA Auto Parts
Nature's Pantry

Neustel, Kenrick

Nice, Larry

Northwest Furniture
OTReilly Auto Parts

Les Schwab Tire
Baxter Auto Parts The Market Place

Gold & Silver

Pacific Empire Media-105.9
Paul Swigart Financial Service
Pokorney, Don

R.D. Mac

Rasmussen, Boyd (UC Sheriff)
Real Deals

Red Cross Drug/La Gronde &
Enterprise

Rock and Sons

Rosewood Cottage
Safewcary Store/La Grande
Starbuck’s/La Gromde

Sub Shop

Tap That Growlers

The Landing Hotel

The Nickel

The Observer

The Other Guys Auto Sales

The Winners Circle Trophies &
Awards

Thomugs, Les
(La Grande Fire Chief)

U.C. Chamlber of Commerce

U.C. Senior Center/Sydney
Gleeson

Wallowa Lake Tram
Wal-mart
Wildhorse Casino Resort

TIMBER
CRUISERS
CAR
CLuB




