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45-pound pack.

“It's a great way to pay for col-
lege,” Knight said of those young
people who decide to join for just
the fire season.

If firefighters decide to come back
after the initial year, they receive
different classes.

“The training then becomes very
specific,” Knight said, listing public
information officer classes and
investigator training as examples.

Those classes are generally given
during the winter when trainees
aren’t busy fighting wildland fires.
The training is necessary and
condensed into a very short period
of time so the firefighters will be
ready to go when that first fire call
comes in.

“Tt has to be before the fires
start,” she said. “This year’s fire
school started June 18.”

Applicants who have already
gone through the first-year train-

ACT

Continued from Page 1A

As the NIOSH study illustrated,
the cancer risk for firefighters is
substantial. The study concluded
that the occurences of lung cancer
diagnosis or death increased with
the amount of time spent at fires.
Also, the higher the number of fire
runs, the higher chance of fire-
fighters dying from leukemia.

In addition to the greater
number of cancer diagnoses and
deaths, the firefighters in the
study demonstrated a higher risk
of being diagnosed with more spe-
cific types of cancer. For instance,
there were about twice as many
firefighters with malignant
mesothelioma, a rare type of
cancer caused by exposure to
asbestos.

Fighting fires also increases the
risk of other types of cancer, the
study showed. The occurences of
lung cancer diagnosis or death
increased with amount of time

“Nationwide, this is a problem
facing our firefighters.”

— Rep. Greg Walden, in a press
release

number of fire runs the higher
chance of leukemia death for
firefighters.

In La Grande in 2014, the most
recent year for which data is
available, the La Grande Fire
Department responded to 186

calls categorized as fire responses.

So far in 2018, there have been
19 fires in the Northeast Oregon
district of the Oregon Department
of Forestry.

The Firefighter Cancer Registry
Act calls for a voluntary collection
of data from firefighters around
the country. Congress appropriated
$2.5 million per year for the fiscal
years 2018 through 2022 for the
data collection.

The coauthor of the House bill
US. Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ)
said the registry’s data will be used
by researchers to understand more

“The creation of a specialized fire-
fighter cancer registry will provide
scientists and medical profession-
als with the detailed national data
that will allow them to study the
relationship between firefighters’
exposure to dangerous fumes and
harmful toxins, and the increased
risk for several major cancers,” said
a release from Pascrell’s office.

Walden, who chairs the congres-
sional committee where the bill
originated, said the registry was
requested by firefighters.

“Nationwide, this is a problem
facing our firefighters — they came
to us and said we need this regis-
try,” Walden said in a press release.
“Close to eight million acres have
burned in wildfires so far (in 2017)
— over 525,000 acres in Oregon
alone — burning both public and
private lands. Thousands of resi-
dents have been evacuated, but Or-
egon’s firefighters, of course, stayed
behind. That is just what they do.”

Contact Max Denning at 541-963-3161
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according to the Oregon
State Police.

“We believe he did not
see (the turn signal of
the driver ahead of him),”
OSP Sgt. Kyle Hove said.

According to Hove,
witnesses said they saw
the front driver’s signal
and that the turn signals
on the motorcycle were
working.

Alcohol is not believed
to have been a factor in
the accident, Hove said.

The northbound lane
of State Route 3 near
milepost 13 was closed for
about five hours during
the investigation.

Oregon State Police
was assisted by the Wal-
lowa County Sheriff’s
Office, Enterprise Fire
Department, Wallowa
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