FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2018 LOCAL THE OBSERVER — 5A
ABU S E two counts of sexual abuse,  cheating on the victim’s to minimize the trauma for ~ investigations. IMBLER

first-degree unlawful sexual ~ mother —and admitted he  these children,” Perry said. Hays said he’s working
Continued from Page 1A penetration and incest in had a problem with fidelity, =~ “These kids have to start off ~ on eight cases currently. Continued from Page 1A
pretty vested,” he said.“You =~ 2017. Pomerleau received but he denied the serious by telling a stranger about Two of those cases involve The long-running problem
develop a passion.” 31 years for the guilty accusations and directed the ~ something terrible that hap-  child sex abuse. became so bad in the spring of

The child sex abuse cases  verdict. questions away from him. pened to them.” Det. Ralph Graffunder, 2017 that students and staff at
are what affected Perry the In the initial interview Perry said being a father The number of child the other LGPD detec- Imbler High School had to use
most over the last three with Pomerleau, Perry said,  himself made his experience  abuse cases have risen tive, said it’s very rare to portable restrooms from mid-
years. the man seemed to want as a detective even more dramatically over thelast ~ have only one victim in a March through May.

He said working with the  to talk about what he had personal. 10 years, Sgt. Hays said. child sex abuse case. The To address this problem,
young victims tugs at detec-  done. “You take these cases From 2007 through 2017, detectives must interview plans for a step septic system
tives’ heartstrings. They Michael Jacob Altherr- home with you,” he said. the number of reports of other family members or were developed and later ap-
can’t help but take the work  Miller; another of Perry’s “You're always thinking child abuse has risen 110 children the accused would proved by the school board after
seriously. investigations, was found about the cases. What you percent, partially due tothe have come into contact taking extensive public input.

Perry said after a while guilty of three counts of first-  have to do, who you have increasing number of man-  with. Installation began this summer.
he developed his own inter-  degree sexual abuse and to interview. Having kids datory reporters — people The child sex abuse Once the new system is oper-
view style. He gained more  three counts of third-degree ~ changes how you view these ~ who are required to report ~ cases are not the only in- ating, effluent will first enter a
confidence in how totalk to ~ sexual abuse in July. Hewas  cases” a possible case of abuse —  vestigations the police are septic tank where bacteria will
the accused. sentenced to more than 18 Perry said he couldn’t help  he said. working on, but they take break down solids. Next the

Investigating accusa- years in prison. but think about what these In 2007, there were priority over most others. waste water will be sent via a
tions of a sensitive nature The interviews were very  children have gone through.  seven identified occupa- Perry said when there’s pipe to a two-acre septic pond a
requires a special approach  different, Perry said. “You have it in your mind,  tions that were mandatory  an investigation into a mile north of Tmbler and evapo-
to get the truth, he said. Altherr-Miller had been and it’s not true, but you reporters. In 2017, there series of crimes — like the rate, Lakey-Campbell said.

“T think being straight arrested before, the sergeant  think you're the only person ~ were 27 occupations. recent string of arson in The pond will be on land the
with them is always best,” said, and “it wasnobigdeal =~ who can help them,” Perry In Altherr-Miller’s La Grande — the detec- school district has access to via
Perry said. “Tdont wantto  to be interviewed by the said. case, the victim made a tives focus their efforts on an easement. The easement
bluff them.” cops.” All the key players disclosure, which led to solving those cases. In the was donated by Wade and Ange

The key is to be patient, But for Pomerleau, that involved in sex abuse cases ~ two mandatory reporters ~ meantime, though, the Bingaman and Carrie and Ross
he said. “Let them talk.” was likely his first run in — the LGPD, the Depart- bringing it to the proper complaints continue to Bingaman. Wade Bingaman

One of the sex abuse cas-  with law enforcement. ment of Human Services, authorities. come in. is currently vice chair of the
es Perry worked on involved Altherr-Miller's approach ~ Mt. Emily Safe Center and Of the 29 cases on aver- “We are dedicated to Imbler School Board.

Jacob Pomerleau, whowas  to the accusations was to the District Attorney’s Office  age the police department  doing this job,” Perry said. Finding land suitable for the
found guilty of four counts deny and discredit the vic- — take their responsibility receives for abuse every “We keep people account- pond was a major obstacle until
of first-degree sodomy, two ~ tim, Perry said. He confessed  very seriously. month, 10 of them gener- able. We take it very the Bingaman family stepped
counts of first-degree rape, ~ to some things — namely “Weall gooutof ourway  ally result in full police personally” forward.
“There really isn’t a way to
verbalize how grateful I am to
WI N D E before finding her way back to Medical Clinic and GRH Women’s  haven’t been trying to do new them (the Bingaman family) for
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years of experience,” said Winde
in response to the new promotion.
“T've had tremendous support.
Paul helped me, administration
has been great, Mardi (Ford,
GRH’s director of communications
and marketing) has held my hand.
I think they've given me the tools
to expand, to move forward and
improve quality.”

In her new position, Winde
will manage all aspects of out-
patient care in the hospital’s 13
clinics throughout Elgin, Union
and La Grande and will oversee
all Eastern Oregon Coordinated
Care Organization patients and
provider relations. Winde will
also join the hospital’s executive
leadership team.

Grande Ronde Hospital
currently operates 13 primary and
specialty care clinics, including
cardiology, dermatology, hematol-
ogy and oncology, neurology, sleep,
wound care, women and children’s,
a walk-in clinic, speciality clinic
(general surgery, orthopedics,
sports medicine, otolaryngology
and urology), ReadyCare virtual
clinic and Regional Medical clinic.

the Pacific Northwest during her
collegiate years. Winde has spent
the majority of her career in the
health care industry, starting as a
pharmacy assistant. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in
radiographic science and a
master’s in health care admin-
istration and went to work as a
radiographer in Idaho. She moved
to Oregon in 1979 to manage two
primary care practices before
joining Grande Ronde Hospital in
2006.

“One of the things I person-
ally enjoy a lot (about working
at GRH) is the latitude I've been
given to explore new fronts, new
programs, new ideas,” Winde said.
“GRH allows ingenuity. I've never
felt stifled in any way. If you have
an idea you can go with it.”

In her years at GRH, Winde
has worked as a medical clinic
manager, a quality risk manage-
ment coordinator and an elec-
tronic health record specialist.

In 2012, she was promoted to
develop, implement and manage
new Patient Centered Care pro-
grams for the hospital, including
the establishment and expansion
of quality and services at four

and Children’s Clinic — which are
essentially clinics that have com-
mitted to more patient-centered
care, assigning patients a primary
care provider to work with other
health professionals as needed

to coordinate care as a team, and
meeting certain standards of care
as outlined by the Oregon Health
Authority. This endeavor has been
highly successful, and Winde has
earned high praise across the
system for her efforts.

“We're always in a goal to
go further, to offer more to our
community,” Winde said of GRH.
“For a rural hospital, the amount
of specialty services we have is
amazing. If you look at other
hospitals across the country of our
size and a community like this,
they don’t have the specialities
that we have, and that’s (due to)
the foresight of our administration
and our board.”

Moving forward, Winde antici-
pates nothing but growth, both in
fulfilling her responsibilities and
improving the quality and care
GRH can provide to the commu-
nity.

“Already we're making changes.
It's never stopped,” Winde said.

things and grow. In my new posi-
tion it'll be the same. I'm going to
encourage the clinics to continue
their growth and improve quality.
Access is still a big challenge and
we've been tapped by the board
to go ahead and get those things
done. (The board) expects move-
ment,”

In moving to the next phase
of her career at GRH, Winde
expressed both optimism and a
willingness to face potential
challenges head-on.

“It’s an opportunity. It'll be
fun,” she said. “It’s never a dull
moment from one second to the
next. So I'm looking forward to
the challenge-- and it will be a
challenge.”

Other GRH staff echo Winde’s
sentiment.

“She’ll be great,” Ford said.
“She’s thoughtful. She looks at an
issue and instead of making an
emotional decision, looks at it very
pragmatically and very carefully
and weighs all the pros and cons
and figures out what the best
thing is. I think that’s the sign of a
good executive.”

Contact Audrey Love at 541-

solving the problem,” Lakey-
Campbell said.

The step septic system work
is being done by Hamilton
Excavation and Anderson
Perry and Associates, both of
La Grande. Anderson Perry did
the planning, and Hamilton Ex-
cavation is doing the installa-
tion. Crews are now excavating
at the school district’s campus,
and the space for the pipe
leading to the pond has already
been bored, Lakey-Campbell
said. The pond, which will be
at least a half mile from the
nearest home, will be exca-
vated later. The pipe to enter
the pond will be 15 feet below
the surface, making it possible
for all gases in the effluent to
dissipate under water, Lakey-
Campbell said, virtually elimi-
nating the chance that there
will be any odor.

Wade Bingaman, who was
chair of the school board when
plans for the septic system
were finalized, is encouraged
by how the project is progress-
ing.

“This is something the
school district has needed for a

Born in Bremerton, Washington, primary care “homes” or clin- “There’s never been a time, in 963-3161 or email alove @ long time,” he said. “It is nice to
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