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Pot law needs fixed

Oregon’s system for tracking medical marijuana is a
mess of the state’s own making. It will take the Legisla-
ture to straighten things out. Doing so should get high
priority in the 2019 legislative session.

The Oregon Health Authority, which oversees medical
marijuana, has been unable to inspect growers enough
to deter those growing weed illegally. In fact, according to
an article that appeared in last week’s Bulletin, of some
20,000 registered medical marijuana grow sites in the
state in 2017, only 58 were inspected. Given those
numbers, a would-be illegal grower might well assume
the chances of being caught are minuscule.

In a report issued in May, OHA makes no attempt to
gloss over its problems keeping up with medical marijua-
na growers. It does not have enough money to hire enough
inspectors to give registration requirements teeth, and its
current data systems are not up to the task of keeping up
with legislatively ordered licensing requirements.

It's even difficult for law enforcement to know what is a
legal grow and what is not. Deschutes County Sheriff Shane
Nelson and District Attorney John Hummel have both
complained that the state won't provide a list of legal medical
grow sites in the county. That means county law enforcement
needs to make an individual request for each case.

The Oregon Health Authority says confidentiality
provisions in the law prevent them from releasing a
list. Medical growers — unless they have medical mari-
juana licenses of their own — are growing pot for specific
individuals. Each of the individuals has had to disclose
personal information about themselves and the medical
conditions that make them eligible to use medical mari-
juana. Oregon law prohibits the release of any of that
information unless it’s been subpoenaed by a law enforce-
ment agency, and without it, law enforcement has no way
of knowing what's legal and what is not.

Each of those problems can be fixed. It's the Legislature
that doles out money to the OHA, and if it hopes to have
the state’s medical marijuana laws enforced in any serious
way, the agency must be given the money to do so. And
lawmakers can no doubt find a way to rewrite existing
marijuana law so that law enforcement agencies can
obtain lists of growers without unnecessary hassle. Fix the
inspections and fix the law.

15 (T ANY WONDER
N CAD\DATES
il FOR 9TATE OFFICE
W\ AEND S0 NXH®

FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2018

The Observer

Your views

Vigil: Republicanism solidly the Trumpist Party.  the voluntary program
has been _replaced Republicanism is dead, passed in 2007. Contrary to
by Trumpism replaced by Trumpism. frequent criticism, climate
Republicans running for activists would be delighted
To the Editor: the Oregon Legislature must  if utilities and industry
The corruption and know their banner stands stepped up to the plate and
inhumanity of this president  for Trumpist destructionof ~ committed to achieving the
have become disgustingly our environment, economy goals established in 2007.
more evident over recent and health. They must know Sadly, they have failed,
weeks. This is no surprise they support kidnapping and we are falling further
since it reflects everything children from their parents’  behind our agreed emis-
he exhibited for years in arms. Is there no humanity ~ sions reduction trajectory.
business and throughout his  or integrity left? It’s therefore time to put
campaign. Though Trump’s teeth into the program by
ignorance, incompetence and Trisha Vigil  passing a bill in 2019 that
self-serving exceed any other Medford  actually achieves meaning-
president, this represents e ful climate pollution reduc-
exactly what his campaign Journet: It’s t'_me_ t0 (i goals.
promised. acton gas emissions Republicans in Salem
What is disturbing, how-  Feduction have consistently offered an
ever, is that the Republican To the Editor: array of excuses for doing
Party has abdicated all pre- For several years, a coali-  nothing and standing firmly
tense of being the party of  tion of climate-concerned against meaningful action.
sanity; fiscal responsibility, ~ Oregonians has been In November, we have a
family values or Lincoln. encouraging the state chance to make sure the
Caving before each vileand  Legislature to pass delegation from Eastern
disreputable act committed — meaningful greenhouse Oregon in our state house
by this administration,the  gas emissions reduction and senate supports mean-
Republican Party is now legislation that builds on ingful action. Let’s support

Write to us

LETTERSTOTHE
EDITOR

The Observer
welcomes letters to
the editor. Letters
are limited to 350
words and must be
signed and carry the
author’s address and
phone number (for
verification purposes
only).

Email your

letters to news @
lagrandeobserver.
com or mail them to
La Grande Observer,
1406 5th St., La
Grande, Ore., 97850.

only candidates who declare
themselves as favoring
climate action.

Alan Journet
Jacksonville

CONTACT YOUR PUBLIC OFFICIALS

President Donald Trump: The
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania
Ave., Washington, D.C. 20500; 202-
456-1414; fax 202-456-2461; to send
comments, go to www.whitehouse.
gov/contact.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley: D.C. office:
313 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. Phone:
202-224-3753. Fax: 202-228-3997.
Website: merkley.senate.gov/. Email:
merkley.senate.gov/contact/. Portland
office: One WorldTrade Center, 121
S.W. Salmon St. Suite 1250, Portland,
OR 97204; 503-326-3386; fax 503-
326-2900. Pendleton office: 310 S.E.
Second St. Suite 105, Pendleton
97801; 541-278-1129; email elizabeth_
scheeler@merkley.senate.gov.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden: D.C. office:
221 Dirksen Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510-3703; phone:
202-224-5244; fax 202-228-2717.
Website: wyden.senate.gov. Email:
wyden.senate.gov/contact/. La
Grande office: 105 Fir St., No. 210,

La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-7691;
fax, 541-963-0885; email kathleen_
cathey @wyden.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (2nd

District): D.C. office: 2185 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington,
D.C. 20515-0001, 202-225-6730; fax
202-225-5774. Website: walden.
house.gov/. Email: walden.house.
gov/e-mail-greg. La Grande office:
1211 Washington Ave., La Grande, OR
97850; 541-624-2400, email jorden.
noyes@mail.house.gov.

U.S. Department of Justice: Main
switchboard, 202-504-2000; comment
line, 202-353-1555.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown: 900
Court St. N.E., Salem, OR 97301; 503-
378-4582.

Oregon Secretary of State
Dennis Richardson: 136 State
Capitol. Salem OR 97310-0722; 503-
986-1523.

Oregon State Treasurer Tobias
Reed: 350 Winter St. N.E., Suite 100,
Salem, OR 97301-3896; 503-378-4329.
Oregon Attorney General Ellen
Rosenblum: Justice Building, Salem,
OR 97301-4096; 503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S. Hansell
(29th District/Pendleton): Salem
office: 900 Court St. NE., S-423,
Salem, OR 97301; 503-986-1729.
Website: www.oregonlegislature.

gov/hansell. Email: sen.billhansell@
oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Barreto (58th
District/Cove): Salem office: 900
Court St. NE., H-384, Salem, OR

97301; 503-986-1458. Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/barreto. Email:
rep.gregbarreto@oregonlegislature.gov.
State Rep. Greg Smith (57th
District): Salem office: 900 Court St.
NE., H-482, Salem, OR, 97301; 503-
986-1457. Heppner office: PO. Box 219,
Heppner, OR 97836; 541-676-5154;
Website: www.oregonlegislature.
gov/smithg. Email: rep.gregsmith@
oregonlegislature.gov.

Oregon Legislature: Legislative
documents and information are
available online at www.leg.state.
or.us.

City of La Grande: Mayor Steve
Clements, City Manager Robert
Strope; PO. Box 670, La Grande, OR
97850; 541-962-1309; fax 541-963-
3333.

Union County Commissioners:
Donna Beverage, Steve McClure and
Jack Howard; 1106 K Ave., La Grande,
OR 97850; 541-963-1001; fax 541-963-
1079.

Wallowa County Commissioners:
Paul Castilleja, Todd Nash and Susan
Roberts; 101 S. River St., Room 202,
Enterprise, OR 97828; 541-426-4543,
ext. 11; fax 541-426-0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor Allan
Duffy, 501 N 11th St., 541-437-1016,
mayor @cityofelginor.org; Mary
West, 260 N 5th Ave., 541-805-0443,
councilor3@cityofelginor.org; Kathy
Warren, PO Box 697, 541-786-9611,
councilor6@cityofelginor.org;
CouncilorTeresa Hylton-Shaffer,

540 N. 10th Ave., 541-663-6666,
councilorb@cityofelginor.org; Risa
Halgarth, PO Box 525, 541-437-9462,
councilor2@cityofelginor.org; Rocky
Burgess, 800 N 14th St., PO. Box

854, 541-786-2417, councilor1 @
cityofelginor.org; David Reed, 1011
Detroit St., PO Box 368; 541-975-3306,
councilor4@cityofelginor.org; Ryan
Martin

Enterprise City Councilors: Mayor
Stacey Karvoski, mayorofenterprise@
gmail.com; Jenni Word; Dave Elliott;
Ashley Sullivan; Micah Agnew; Larry
Christman; Chris Pritchard; 541-426-
4196; mail to City of Enterprise, 108
N.E. 1st Street, Enterprise, OR 97828

Imbler City Councilors: Mayor
Mike McLean, Corrine Wilfong,
Herman Ortmann, Mark Howell, Rick
Vicek, Joan Harding, Jason Berglund;
180 Ruckman Ave.; PO. Box 40, Imbler
OR 97841; 541-534-6095.

Joseph City Councilors: Mayor
Dennis Sands; Pearl Sturm;Teresa
Sajonia; Tom Clevenger; Kathy
Bingham; George Ballard; 541-
432-3832; PO. Box 15, Joseph,
Oregon 97846; 201 North Main St.;
cityofjosephoregon@gmail.com.

La Grande City Councilors: Mayor
Steve Clements, Gary Lillard, Nicole
Howard, Corrine Dutto, Mary Ann
Miesner, Troy Pointer, Justin Rock;
through the City Manager's office,
541-962-1309.

Union City Councilors: Mayor
Leonard Flint, LeonardFlint@
cityofunion.com; John Farmer,
johnfarmer@cityofunion.com;

Randy Knop, councilorknop@
cityofunion.com; Sue Hawkins,
susanhawkins@cityofunion.com;
Matt Later, mattlater @cityofunion.
com; Jay Blackburn, jayblackburn@
cityofunion.com; Walt Brookshire,
waltbrookshire@cityofunion.com.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE

NEWSSTAND PRICE: $1.00
You can save up to 34% off the single-copy
price with home delivery.
Call 541-963-3161 to subscribe.

Stopped account balances less than $5 will
be refunded upon request.

Subscription rates per month:

BY CaImIer....coooo e $10.50
By mail, all other U.S. ..o $15
A division of

Western Communications Inc.

An independent newspaper founded in 1896

COPYRIGHT © 2018

Trr OBSERVER

(USPS 299-260)

The Observer reserves the right to adjust subscription
rates by giving prepaid and mail subscribers 30 days
notice. Periodicals postage paid at La Grande, Oregon
97850. Published Mondays, \Wednesdays and Fridays
(except Dec. 25) by Western Communications Inc.,
1406 Fifth St., La Grande, OR 97850 (USPS 299-260)

THE OBSERVER

The Observer retains ownership and copyright
protection of all staff-prepared news copy, advertising
copy, photos and news or ad illustrations. They may
not be reproduced without explicit prior approval.

Phone:

541-963-3161

Toll free (Oregon):
1-800-422-3110

Fax: 541-963-7804

Email:
news@lagrandeobserver.com
Website:
www.lagrandeobserver.com
Street address:

1406 Fifth St., La Grande

POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:
The Observer, 1406 Fifth St.,
La Grande, OR 97850
Periodicals postage paid at:
La Grande, Oregon 97850

| STAFF
Regional publisher............c.occeeicns Karrine Brogoitti  Home delivery advisor................. Amanda Fredrick
General manager/ Customer Service rep .................... Mollie Lynch

Regional operations manager ........ Frank Everidge

_ _ Advertising representative.................. Karen Fye
553;?(,”;,',]2””‘1’@?25@ ............................... Kelli Craft  Advertising representative.......... Juli Bloodgood
O oo Cherise Kaechele  Advertising representative............. Amy Hom
NEWS CIErK e Lisa Lester Kelly  Craphic design SUpenvisor......... Dorothy Kautz
SPOMS EAHOT . Ronald Bond  Caphic design .....covvvvsen Cheryl Christian
e Dick Mason €80 Pressman........cc...cowsvvsersn Chris Dunn
REPOMET . Audrey Love  PTESSMaN v Jay Magnuson
REPOME .. Max Denning ~ Distribution center supervisor........ Larra Cutler
Classifieds .o DeviMathson  Distribution center...........evwe Terry Everidge

Distribution center............cccoouverveeee Sally Neaves

Customer service rep ... Sharon Magnuson



