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Hurt turns to anger as video
games consume boyfriend

DEAR ABBY: I am tired of taking a backseat to
my boyfriend's video game addiction. He comes home
from work, sits on the couch and gets lost in his video
games. It has gotten to the point where he barely
speaks to me or even looks up from his game.

I know he chats with a lot of people, both male and
female, on these games. I suspect he has inappropriate
conversations that he feels are harmless because he
won’t meet these people in person.

Constantly being ignored is
hurting my feelings. He never
responds to my texts anymore
because he’s so busy on his game.
T'm starting to feel resentful, lonely
and very angry. Please advise me
on what to do.

—ANGRY IN OKLAHOMA

DEAR ANGRY: Your boyfriend may or may not be
a video game addict. If his conversations online are
“inappropriate,” he may be playing more than one
kind of “game.” If he feels that those conversations are
harmless, he is mistaken because what he is doing
isn't healthy for you or the relationship.

My advice? Give him an ultimatum: Modify his
behavior or else, and if he refuses, end the romance
before he damages your self-esteem. Being ignored
has been known to do that. Trust me.

DEAR ABBY: We are having a struggle in our
family, and I'm unsure how to handle it. Three years
ago, our adult nephew, “Connor,” underwent hormone
therapy, counseling and transgender surgery. She
is now our niece “Cathy.” The transformation was
successful, and Cathy is happier than we've ever seen
her: We loved Connor, and nothing has changed in our
relationship with Cathy. She has visited us numerous
times, and we have reciprocated.

The problem is Cathy’s sister, “Amy.” Amy has
disowned Cathy. She says Connor “died to her”when
he underwent the gender reassignment.

Not only s it heartbreaking for the whole family,
but I'm finding it increasingly difficult to maintain a
relationship with Amy because of her rigid attitude.
She boycotts family reunions and celebrations if Cathy
will be present, even though family members have
traveled from across the country to attend.

Amy is now expecting a baby, and I'm not feeling
very celebratory toward her: Please aduvise.

— VERY SAD AUNT IN WISCONSIN

DEAR AUNT: From what you have written, it
appears that by distancing herself from Cathy, Amy
is isolating herself from the family. I understand that
you may not wish to attend her baby shower, but if
you don't, it would be nice to send something for the

DEAR
ABBY

child. Amy may come around one day, so keep the
door open.

DEAR ABBY: I am a female and my male friend,
“Sam,”is recently engaged to be married. I talk to him
daily and invite him out to dinner sometimes.

Sam’s fiancee, “Felicia,” has expressed to both of
us that she’s uncomfortable with our relationship.
She asked us to set “boundaries,” but I feel Sam is my
friend and friends shouldn’t have
boundaries. When I asked him out to
dinner against her wishes, she became
irate. Do you think I'm disrespecting
their relationship? What should I do?

— FOREVER FRIEND IN
CHICAGO

DEAR FRIEND: It is a mistake not to recognize
that Sam’s status has changed. If you value your
friendship with him, you must start respecting the
fact that he’s now engaged and do as his fiancee has
requested — set some houndaries. If you cannot do
that, you can kiss your friendship with Sam goodbye.

DEAR ABBY: I am a diagnosed narcoleptic.
Medication helps with the symptoms, but not entirely.
I looked into alternative options and found a fantastic
diet. I recently went on it with amazing results.

My dad’s side of the family is Italian, and a huge
part of the culture is food. During celebrations, it’s
considered offensive to refuse food, and my family has
always looked down on diets. If a family member is
on one, theyll argue that it’s a special occasion and it’s
only for one day.

Abby, I'm exhausted at family gatherings. If [
try to turn something down, I get attacked because
“Grandma made it,” or “It’s your favorite and we
made it for you.” [ have tried explaining to them that
I don’t want them to alter their dinner arrangements
to accommodate me, but I should be allowed to forgo
eating foods that will make me feel like a zombie. They
Just don’t get it, and it has caused arguments. How do
[ re-open this discussion without offending anyone? —
PANICKED OVER PASTA

DEAR P.OVER P: Do it before the celebration by
calling your hosting family member and explaining
that there are now foods you cannot eat because of
your diagnosed medical condition. Explain that you
know they would not feed certain foods to a diabetic,
and you need the same dispensation. Ask them to
kindly not put you in the embarrassing position of
having to refuse their delicious food, and if they feel
it will cause a problem, they should excuse you from
the event.
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Chief Joseph Days

RODEO

July 24-29, 2018

Four nights of PRCA rodeo
plus six days of western
entertainment in
scenic Joseph, Oregon!

TUES
WED

1:30pm

9:00am
2:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm

9:00am
9:00am
2:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Bucking Horse Stampede — Main Street

Little Buckaroo Special Needs Rodeo

Slack — Arena

Rodeo Gates Open — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
PRCA RODEO — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
Family Fun at the Thunder Room — D]J

Tough Enough to Wear Pink Walk

Steer Tripping, Three Rounds

Slack — Arena

Rodeo Gates Open — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
PRCA RODEO — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
Tough Enough to Wear Pink — Wear Pink

Music and Dancing at Thunder Room — DJ —

No Cover Charge

9:00pm

8:00am
10:00am
2:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm
9:30pm

6:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
2:30pm
3:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Golf Tournament — Alpine Meadows Golf Course
Chief Joseph Junior Parade — Main Street

Slack — Arena

Rodeo Gates Open — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
PRCA RODEO — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena

All Teen Dance — Joseph Community Center

Music and Dancing at Thunder Room — FrogHollow Band
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Shrine Breakfast begins

Grand Parade — Main Street

Nez Perce Friendship Feast — Encampment Pavilion
Slack — Arena

Traditional Indian Dance Contest — Encampment Pavilion
Rodeo Gates Open — Harley Tucker Memorial Arena
PRCA RODEO — Hatley Tucker Memorial Arena
9:00pm  All Teen Dance — Joseph Community Center

9:30pm  Music and Dancing at Thunder Room — FrogHollow Band
After Rodeo — Cowboy Breakfast — Rodeo Grounds — til 3:00am

6:00am  Cowboy Breakfast — Rodeo Grounds — til 10:00am
9:00am  Cowboy Church Service
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urchase tickets and for more information call
54 -432-1015 or go to www. chlef]osephdays com
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