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reasons for thinking about the
greater good.”

In the case of an outbreak of
vaccine-preventable disease in
a community, the local health
department has the legal author-
ity to exclude from school or child
care attendance any child who has
not been completely immunized,
according to the Oregon Health
Authority.

“The last two summers we've
had outbreaks for vaccine-prevent-
able diseases,” Walsh said. “We had
mumps last year and pertussis
the year before. Both mumps and
pertussis were parts of communi-
ties that don’t vaccinate. So when
people choose not to vaccinate
themselves or their children, they
put the community at risk.”

Arise in concern for both the
necessity and health risks associ-
ated with vaccinations has been at
the forefront of discussion and
debate in recent years, most nota-
bly with claims that vaccines cause
autism, contain unsafe toxins, or

harmful than the disease it helps
prevent, according to Boost Oregon
Vaccination Education, and those
that have proven ineffective in the
past have been pulled from the
market and replaced with safer
alternatives.

“Every medication that people
take has risks for side effects;
however, vaccinations are some of
the most tested products on the
medical market,” said Elizabeth
Sieders, RN, and immunization
coordinator and communicable
disease investigator for CHD.
“Each vaccine undergoes extensive
clinical research before they are ap-
proved for use, and then continue to
be monitored closely. Every vaccine
reaction that occurs in the US. is
documented for the use of studying
what potential threats they could
pose to humans.”

Another term that frequents
vaccination debate and defense of
non-vaccination is “herd immunity;”
a concept that Sieders said is used
to describe when a community of

easily in large groups of people who
spend extended time together, such
as schools, and the more unvac-
cinated children there are the more
potential (there is) for outbreaks to
(x: cuIl_”

Though the presence of vaccine-
preventable diseases remains
largely unseen in Oregon and the
rest of the United States, save for
minor outhreaks, it doesn’t mean
they have been eradicated. Small-
pox is the only infectious disease to
have ever been eradicated, accord-
ing to the World Health Organiza-
tion, and took decades to accom-
plish. If the vaccination of a certain
disease ceases within a community,
that disease is likely to return.

“We have been very fortu-
nate in the U.S. to be able to
go generations without seeing
crippling disease outbreaks,
and because of that I think we,
as a general population, do not
take the risks of these diseases
serious,”

Sieders said. “Many of the vac-

to consider is if the risks of vaccina-
tion outweigh the risks of contract-
ing a vaccine preventable disease,”
Sieders said. “Statistically; the
diseases vaccines treat cause much
more harm, every year”

Walsh gives parents this advice:
“Be sure to check reliable sources.
Get both sides of the picture before
you make a decision. Visit with
your medical providers and get
input from them and think about
the consequences down the road.
If' you choose not to vaccinate,
are you willing to take the risk of
when your child does contract that
disease? Is it worth the risk?’

While the issue of immunization
largely focuses on children, adults
are also encouraged to be aware
of their immunization status and
stay up-to-date if they either didn’t
receive a vaccination as a child or to
receive boosters, as protection may
wane under certain conditions such
as childbirth, according to Walsh.
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That was the same year

he said he got involved with
research that tracks wolf and
cattle interaction. For 10 years
Williams traveled the Pacific
Northwest lecturing about the
wolf-cattle interaction research
and the impact of wolves on Or-
egon’s livestock community.

When the Environmental
Protection Agency took over
feedlot inspection responsibilities
from the state, Williams said,
some operators were being
assessed big fines. In response to
the industry threat, OSU Exten-
sion agreed to educate producers
and Williams led clean water
regulation compliance training
workshops in 22 counties.

“That’s how extension has to
work. It’s an emergency when
a producer gets a $50,000 fine,”
Williams said.

During feedlot inspections
Williams said he would make
himself available to be a third-
party observer.

Following the rash of EPA
inspections, Williams said sev-
eral feedlots went out of business
while others were moved away
from running water, but no more
fines were assessed.

Williams was baptized with
the fire of livestock regulations
from his first arrival in July
1993. On his to-do list was imple-
menting the Wallowa County
Nez Perce Tribe Salmon Plan, a
guide for land use near streams
bearing endangered fish. The
plan was written in response to

Katy Nesbitt / For The Observer

An extension agent charged with working with Wallowa County’s natural resource agencies John
Williams tours the proposed Lostine River Corridor Safety Project in the summer of 2016.

regulations put in place following
the endangered species listing

of Snake River chinook in 1992.
The listing threatened to curtail
timber harvest and ranching by
restricting industrial activity
near fish-bearing streams.

Even today, Williams said,
the salmon plan is regularly
referenced when the Natural
Resource Advisory Committee
technical committee considers
land use issues, but he argued
there was more to the plan than
protecting the ecology and liveli-
hood of the county.

“The salmon plan really set
the stage for positive relations
between Wallowa County and
the Nez Perce Tribe,” Williams
said. “The fact the salmon plan is

being implemented by the NRAC
25 years later says a lot.”

Salmon, water and land use
commonly bring divergent needs
to the table. One of the county’s
most difficult issues during the
last 40 years was how to pay to
rebuild the Wallowa Lake Dam.
Williams recalled a meeting
nearly 20 years ago when Silas
Whitman, then head of Nez
Perce Fisheries and co-drafter
of the salmon plan, addressed a
group of representatives from 44
entities gathered to discuss the
dam.

“Silas asked us, ‘Assume
whatever you need will be pro-
tected and think about what you
will bring to the table to make it
happen,” Williams said.

Following that meeting, the
Wallowa Lake irrigators asked
Williams to write a paper on the
agricultural economic impact
the lake provided. Wallowa Lake
Irrigation District board mem-
bers are still using that study
today as they formulate a plan
to rebuild the dam. Whitman’s
words ring in Williams’ ears
today when the NRAC works
with diverse groups to solve
problems.

“We believe our process is
better than anything else we
found because we engage the
people who make the decisions
and get to know them,” Wil-
liams said. “Those relationships
are what make a difference
over time.”
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School staff. He taught sixth grade at
LMS for two years before becoming

a math teacher, where he instructed
students in seventh and eighth grades.

“My time as a teacher is something I
will always cherish,” Wagner said.

Fellow faculty who were impressed
with Wagner's work at LMS include
social studies teacher Klel Carson, who
credits him with being able to connect
with young people.

“He has such a good rapport with
kids. He cares a lot, Carson said. “He
is a good people person.”

Central Elementary School Prin-
cipal Suzy Mayes also speaks highly
of Wagner.

“T'm very excited to have Chris
as our very first part-time vice
principal. His integrity, values and
leadership skills are impeccable,”
Mayes said. “Our school community
is thrilled to have such a leader with
us at Central.”

Wagner will join LMS’s administra-
tive team of Principal Kyle McKinney
and Assistant Principal Brett Jack-
man, both of whom work full time at
the middle school.

McKinney taught math at
La Grande High School before becom-
ing LMS principal and his students
included Wagner, who grew up in La
Grande and is a 2002 LHS graduate.

Wagner said he has learned a lot
about school leadership from McKin-
ney and Jackman.

“Tve learned effective ways to
communicate with staff members to
help them grow and succeed, how to
work with parents and deal with
difficult situations,” Wagner said.

Wagner has a bachelor of science
degree in English literature from
Eastern Oregon University as well as
a master of teacher education degree,
also from EOU. He is now earning
a specialists degree in educational
leadership from Northwest Naza-
rene University. He said that as an
assistant principal he wants to work
to make sure new mandates and new
policies handed down from the state
level are instituted in a manner that
best benefits students.

“Tt is important that they be effec-
tive for kids, Wagner said.

He plans to do all he can to make
sure that students are prepared to
do well in the job market in the next
century.

“I'want to provide them with a
platform for understanding the world,”
he said.

Wagner said he is looking forward
to working with La Grande School
District Superintendent George Men-
doza. Wagner said he is impressed
with Mendoza’s ideas and plans for
the school district.

Wagner is not the only educator in
his immediate family. His wife, Holly;
is a third-grade teacher at Island City
Elementary School. They have two
sons, Bryce, 12, and Caleb, 8, and a
daughter, Aubri, 6. All attend schools
in the La Grande School District.

“We really enjoy traveling together
and sharing new experiences,” Chris
Wagner said.

Wagner will begin his new duties
Aug. 6. Justice, noting that Wagner is
highly regarded among educators, is
confident Wagner will need little time
to get up to speed.

“He should thrive in his new role,”
Justice said.
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capture techniques, & controversies

® Restoration of Rocky Mountaln
bighorn sheep and Rocky
Mountain goats

* Extirpated species and potential
recovery of grizzly bears, bison, and
pronghorn antelope
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