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Girl’s old friends turn away
when she returns to school

DEAR ABBY: My daughter has graduated from
high school. She had been in a residential treatment
program for depression the year and a half prior to
retuming to this school. Her old friends had promised
1o be there for her when she returmed.

Afier she was back for three months, her friends
stopped inviting her to things and even talked behind
her back in a group chat that was started by a different
group. The girls’moms knew some of this was going

and supports me, but I don’t feel like his family does.
[D've tried to be frank with them, but the conversations
don’t seem to stick. I can’t avoid my husband’s family
forever Whatto do?

—INTHE MINORITY IN LOUISIANA

DEAR MINORITY: Because you have told

your in-laws that being urged to drink makes you
uncomfortable yet they persist, you are doing all you
can short of cutting off all contact with them. Continue

on and did nothing about it. It has to limit the times you attend those
been a difficult journey for my family events, and when asked
daughter as well as for me. DEAR about your absence, continue to be
Now that the girls have all ABBY frank about the reason. Then hope
graduated, I'm wondering if I they are sober enough to get the

should contact any of them or their

moms and ask what happened. It was painful for me

to watch my daughter go through weekends when her

“friends” were out at parties she wasn’t invited to. It
was heartbreaking when no one came to her holiday
or birthday parties. I am wondering if asking the girls/
moms for an explanation can help my daughter leam
fromit. Please let me know what you think.

— MAMA BEAR OUTWEST

DEAR MAMA BEAR: Your daughter has
survived high school, and along with it the cruel treat-
ment of the girls who promised to befriend her. For
that, I congratulate her.

Teenagers can be so completely centered on them-
selves that the feelings of others do not exist for them.
Also, girls in high school tend to form cliques. Add to
that the fact that there is so much misunderstanding
about mental illness — not only among teens but also
adults —and I have a pretty good idea of what
happened and so should you.

What life lesson do you think exploring this with
the other parents will accomplish for your daughter?
Your efforts would be better spent by continuing to
emotionally support her and encouraging her to move
forward with her life.

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s family is full of people
who drink too much and then act like fools, slurring
their words, stumbling and vomiting. It happens at
many gatherings, and it stresses me out.

They often pressure me to drink more and/or get
drunk. Because I don’t do it, I feel ostracized at these
gatherings where I'm told I need to “loosen up” or
“cheerup” by drinking more. No one else in my life
thinks I'm uptight. I'm normally very sociable.

These days, 1 avoid those family gatherings as ofien
as possible, but I'm afraid I'm courting more problems
by not participating in family activities. My relation-
Ship with my husband is fantastic, and he understands

message when you deliver it.

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend and I have been dating
casually for about five months. He is busy and is ofien
terrible about returning texts and phone calls. For
his birthday, I bought him a gift that I had put a lot
of thought into. We made plans to have dinner on his
birthday, but when the time came to pick me up, he
didn’t show. Three hours after the agreed-upon time,
he texted and canceled.

My question is about the gift. It wasn't extravagant,
but I no longer have any interest in giving it to him when
we do finally see each other (it's been a week since he
canceled). Is it acceptable to simply pay for dinner? I'm
hurt and frustrated with him, and that doesn’t make me
want to give him a gift. — HURT INTEXAS

DEAR HURT: If he had wanted to spend his
birthday with you, he would have shown up. One of
the ways people show they care about each other is by
returning texts and initiating phone calls. Because your
“boyfriend”” hasn’t done that, assume that he is not as
interested in you as you are in him. Return the gift,
if possible, and if he shows up again, do not buy the
dinner. Shame on him.

DEAR ABBY: When my wife shops for
clothes, she often returns something for
exchange or reimbursement. Recently she
bought an article of clothing and it shrank
after she washed it, so she returned it. To me
that was inappropriate. I think after a garment
is washed it belongs to the buyer, and a return
iswrong. Or am I wrong? — RETURNED IN
THE EAST

DEAR RETURNED: Personally, I agree
with you — unless the item was supposed to
be shrink-resistant. However, because the re-
tailer was willing to exchange it or reimburse
your wife, it appears we are mistaken.

Flooding cancels hundreds
of irips to coveted waterfalls

Tribal land in gorge off the
Grand Canyon are evacuated,
shut down for at least a week

By Felicia Fonseca
The Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona — Hundreds of
tourists who booked coveted overnight trips
on tribal land deep in a gorge off the Grand
Canyon will have to reschedule after heavy
flooding forced evacuations and shut down
the area for at least a week.

Abbie Fink, a spokeswoman for the
Havasupai Tribe, said 300 people had res-
ervations for either the campground or the
lodge in the next several days. Crews were
assessing the damage Friday to determine
when it’s safe for visitors to return.

“Every day it’s closed, it’s another set of
people impacted by it,” she said.

The remote reservation outside Grand
Canyon National Park is best known for its
towering blue-green waterfalls that appear
like oases in the desert. The tribe doesn’t
allow day hikers, so visitors have to reserve
overnight trips. The reservations fill up
quickly.

Andrea Molina saw only two dates avail-
able until 2020 when she checked earlier
this year. She and her partner booked a
trip for Friday, rented camping gear and
reserved a pack mule for the trip from
Phoenix.

She was looking forward to the challenging
10-mile hike down a winding, dusty trail to
the campgrounds on her 34th birthday. But
she felt grateful she wasnt amid flooding this
week that sent tourists scrambling as a shal-
low creek rose several feet.

She said she won't be able to recoup all the
costs but will try next week to rebook.

“We're just going to enjoy the day, maybe do
a small hike and make the best out of it,” she
said Friday.

The flooding hit just before dark Wednes-
day and again before sunrise Thursday,
forcing the evacuation of about 200 tourists.
Some, wearing only their swim suits, had to
abandon their camping gear.

Footbridges collapsed, tents were buried
in sand and debris strewn about as water
rushed over the landscape. Campers sought

refuge on benches, in trees and in caves. The
existing waterfalls turned a muddy brown,
and new ones emerged from the steep walls of
the canyon.

Christian Raftopol and the three others
in his group planned to hike out at 3 a.m.
Thursday and were packing when the rain
started falling. They ducked into their tents,
but he said the water levels rose quickly and
he warned others.

He fled to a nearby restroom after pull-
ing fellow campers from their tents. He
thought they were close behind but saw
them fall into the water after a foothridge
broke and was swept away. They were able
to trudge through to join him and later
used headlights to hike to the tribal village,
he said.

“It was furious,” the Mount Vernon, New
York, resident said.

Raftopol said they tried to form a human
chain to help other campers stuck on an
island but couldn’t and advised them to go
another direction. Meanwhile, he saw a man
using a wooden pole to guide himself through
the water to reach tourists farther down in
the campground.

All but 17 of the tourists were able to get
to the community center in Supai village
and spent the night. The others left at sun-
rise Thursday after the water receded, Fink
said.

The tribe opened a small store in the vil-
lage for tourists and didn’t charge for food or
water. Tourists and tribal members gave out
socks and shoes, tourists said. A lodge on the
way to the canyon offered free showers and
breakfast to the evacuees.

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs spokes-
woman Nedra Darling said the agency hasn’t
received a damage estimate but assisted in
evacuating the tourists.

The canyon is accessible only by foot, heli-
copter or mule ride. About 400 tribal mem-
bers live there year-round.

Eric Kremer was one of the last out Thurs-
day and reveled in the experience from his
home in Las Vegas on Friday after a shower,
food and a beer.

“Inever felt my life was threatened while
I'was there,” he said. “Obviously that’s in
the control of Mother Nature. It wasn’t up
to me.”
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