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"FIRES PLAYED BIG PART

Downtown fires in La Grande this year received their
play of the news headlines and figured near the top in
this area’s major news stories. This picture shows four
downtown stores being consumed by flames during a

CAR WRECKS, FIRES, HUNTING DEATHS =
MADE HEADLINES IN AREA DURING ‘59
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More Passenger Miles

The Traflic Safoly Division said
that in 196 when the previous
high was set about 4,500,000 pas-
senger miles were traveled. The
figure this year will be about |
7500000 passenger miles.

Also, In I'M6 there were 470, I'rl
molor  vehicles registered com-
pared to about #75.000 this year

The 1958 death toll
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third worst year on record
The (h-mrmuul confines its fig-

“lures 1o traffie accidents ocenrring

on a trafficway” or public road.-
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which occur entirely on privite
property
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Oregon Posts Grim Record
n Number Of Auto Deaths
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| RUSSIAN LINQUIST —
Mrs. Lucille F, Lamor-
| ecanx. teacher of the Rus-
| sian language for the
past five years in Cana-
da, next week will con-
duct a course in begin-
ning Russian here, Her
classes will be held on
Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 7 to :45 p.m.
| in room 23, administra-
tion building, Eastern
Oregon College. Mrs.
Lamoreaux currently re-
sides in Enterprise

‘Leaden Clouds, Snow
To Usher In New Year

By GRADY PANNELL
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OUTER SPACE BATTLE FOR 1960

Predict Soviets To Hold Lead
In Rocket Space Explorations

AUS

clear

WASHINGTON (UPD
space officipl says Russin's
lead™ In rocketry
to pull farther ahead of this coun-

will

trv in the exploration of outer
space

THiE forecast Is évident in o
stody ‘of U1, 5§ and Soviel space
programs made recently by Dr
Homer E. Newell J ussistani

sciences of the
anxi ospace

director for space
Nalional Acronautics
Administration | NASA

According to Newell, the two
c.untries are running about even

in scientific nvestigation of near-|

by space

But “in deep spage probe
work,” Newell sald, “the USSR
has definitely taken the lead Thi
is directly auributable 1o thei
clear lead in vehicle technology. ™

Similar advancement

Ru=sia's rocketry load has been
variously estimated at 2 to 10
years. Newell mentioned no time
figure, But he said

“The side that has the more ad-
vanced fechnology in the way of
paylcad capabilities, guidance,
etc., will have the distinet edge.

SEAMEN TO GET WAGE HIKE

~ NEW YORK (‘UPD=Abut 10,
00 seamen will get a 4.5 per cent
wage boost Jan. 1 under contract
terms agreed upch Tuesday by

of the increased
capnbilitie<  pro

ced tech-

and by virtue
flexibilty and
vided by the more ad
nology will forge stenclily phend
Thus, one may p edict a time
lead in vehicle technology will be
transiormed into o corresponding
time lead’ in the exploration and
investigation of outer space.”™
Newell s2id the two countei-s
yppear to be ot abowt the same
stage of advarcement |1 upper air
research™ anfl In sclentific "=
ies of the earth’s eavirone” He
said “thelr insttumentations are
roughly equivalent™
The Hussians have
less on solar radiations"

Tl

‘done  far
than the

Umiled Siates bt have accom
plished “‘much more’” in expert
ments with animals in space

Sigh's Scviet Achievements
The United Stales may have a
“slight edge” in close-in spnce in
vestigations and in instrument de
signs, bul the Russians are super
or in rockel poaer, maneuver-
abifity, fnd size ol their sclentilic
packagos

U S explocation of the moon
“i= yet 1o begin” whirteas the
Hus<ipns have “already achieved
significant steps” m lunar (nvest)
gation

As for
planets:
The United States, Newell said
“has mintmal capability in this
area ol present. and an the pres

exploration of ibe

the National Maritime Union and | est schedule planelary work i
39 tanker companies.
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man and three women todoy
awaited resulls of Navy med
|r|‘~l~ for radintion poisoning I«

Carpenteryille,
ond  Ontario

Boy Scouts Pick Up

been gradually losing his to pul their discar Christmas
| has developed  rathes o trees on  the curbs Salurday so
hamh and arms, and has sulfeccd  members of Boy Scout Troop 109
| ather symploms  since an may plek them up. Troop members
dent ut the Oaklund Naval & | cover the city in the anaual

ply Station six months ngo project in La Grande

PREPARE STRATEGY FOR HEARING

Rep. Don McKinnis, right, and Honce Snodgrass, ¢ lomber of Contmerce manager,
discuss plans for hearing of the State Water Hesources Board in Salem next Tues-
day. Chamber representatives will attend the mech: ing 1o urge board approval of
Pacific Northwest Power Company’s request to construct High Mountain Sheep
Dam on the Snake River The chamber membership it on record in favor of the dam
construction, iOlserver Photo)

|lieved to have come from |
diing radium salts Yule Trees Saturday
Fred Webb, 26, said La Grande residents nre asked |

] | meager detaily of the willowy bru

| will cover property nol now served

or within another sewer digtrict
that abuts Cedar Street between A
and B Avenues,

The petition carried the signature
of more than 67 per cemt of the
property owners in the proposed
district

Commissioners also approved an
application from the firm of Bar.
|1nrr and Miller, Elgin, for a "'mas-
ter
for 1960. The commission acted on
| the recommendation of Police Chief
| Oliver Reeve,
|  Reeve also approved a devices
license for the Elgin company
‘ which does not have to come before

the commission

Amusement Devices License |

Eve parties for tonight. The stroke
the "witching
hour” when the weary old man
bows out in traditional ceremonies

I nddition to the club parties,
there will bé nextdeor neig .
hood gatherings, and much of the
discussion will center about to-
morrow's  annual foolball bowl
games.

Police Warn Drivers

The television set and the color
of the grid bowls loom as the best
curative measure Friday {or minds
o bit soggy from’ the punch bowls
of the night before.

In keeping with the spirit of
New Year's Day, the police de-
partment here wishes all a happy
day, but there is a firm reminder
by Chiel Oliver Reeve to motorists
that they might be better off st
the home firesides than on city
streets. His two reasons were
simple and terse:

1. Slippery sireels and hazard-
ous driving conditions.

2 If you have been drinking,
|don't drive

Checking Points

The same warning has been Is-

sued by State Police. They will

|be out in form and wil enforce |

| “to the letter” the laws of driving
Various check points  will  be
manned by the highway patrol
units in Eastern Oregon

La Grande's Public Library will
be closed this evening st 5 o'clock
for New Year's Eve and will not
be open until Soturday at the
usual  hour,

Tomorrow also has a religlous
significance for Roman Catholics
A Holy Day of Obligation, Our
Lady of the Valley has scheduled
Masses at 8 am. and 6 pm

The usual holiday Friday also
means thal federal, stals  and
local municipal buildings will be
closed. For some, it mesns on-
other long hulldar period

UP Train

Union Pacific Railroad’s stream-
liner, the Portland Rose, was de-
layed two  hours  this morning
when two pair of wheel trucks
on two loaded boxears derailed
on g west-bound [reight train this
morning al the Hilgard siding.

Railway officials said both cars
remained upright on the tracks
and were removed to the sid-
ing by a derrick from La Grande
No one was hurt.

The Portland Rose arrived In
La Grande two hours behind
schedule and mail on the 119 car
freight was delayed by the de-
railment

No gause for the accident has
been | determined, the Portland
UP office informed The Observer
shortly before press time.

Engineer on the freight was M.
Deaton, La Grande, and condue.
tor was Dwight Mahoney, also of
this city.

Skier Hurt,
Freezes In ‘
Position

WILLIAMS, Ariz ll.l‘Pll

unm Ml, bragk -
shoe coming down from 9,
Bill Williams Mouniain, His feet

Iroze to the hard-packed snow;
his knees were literally fresen
sl in a slanding position.
Rescuers found him W

18-hour ordeal.
Degele had  accomplished his
mission on the mountain. He had
found and repaired a
coused break in the cable
carriey television into Williams.
In & local hospital,
under treatment for
bite of both feet
attendants sald the

Marine was in amazingly
conditivn,

Degele was oaly briefly
but

contact with others,
|snows and intense cold
| rescue operations to an

| crawl

| He had been trying since Satur-
|day to reach the broken

Thomas Booher

k

Dies At Hospital
Thomas H. Bouher. Rt 2 Las
Grande, died in the Grande Ronde
Hospital this momning. Deslh
was believed caused by a hesart
attack, "

Booher sulfered the atlack
the scene of a car asccident
Upper Perry at shout 10:30 am.
He was not in the accident big
spectators sald  they thought,
member of his family was
volved.

There were no report.
ed in the mishap and State Polige
are investigating.

\Infngue ‘Shadows International
S, Gil

said today she | Raider as one Col. M. J.

Search For

NEW YORK (UPI' — An in-

twnn!lmr.nl search was underway
|today for a 22.year-old girl and o
im)‘ilt'rlrm,li colonel on whose miss
ling yeoeht ghe  said was “first
mate "

Authorities sought to learn if the
beaten, st-angled and decomposed
corpose of o young worman found
in Tangier, Moroceo, could be
that of Harriet Elizabeth Benton,
Ogdensburg, N.Y., or ol another
missing American,
Rep, Clarence E

Kilburn ‘R-
i\r\ sadd in Washington

that

netie's disappearance have all the
casmarks of international intrigue

Miss Penton abandoned s prom-
Ising advertising carcer with a
Boston agency last sumnmer la
seek adventure abroad  Against
the advice of relatives. she leflt
with 81,000 last August on o sight-
seeing tour of Europe

Harriet's  Syrvactse University

| goung back.

Missing U

s Maplewood, N.J.,
was (o meet Miss Benton in
Gibraltar in September, but Har-
riel “missed the rendesvous. The
last Miss Grant heard from her
wos o letter she recelved in
Madrid Oet. &

“I’s foolish of me to want to
go halfway arcund the world with
a man | met yesterday bt we're
salling tomorrow.” Harrlet wrote
from Gibraltsr “1've had a taste
of Moroceo, It was thrilling.
then on to the West
Indies "

She sald she kad found passage
on a yacht bound for the West
Indies and referred to the man
as “Collin.” In a postcard mailed
Oct. 8 from Gibraltar, Harriet
tokd her parents, Mr. and Mrs
E. P. Benton, she was employed
as “first mate” on the yacht
Haider, bound for the Canary ls-
lands and the West Indles.

Kilburn  sald  Scotland Yard

classmate, Potricia Grant, 23,

e
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who corried a Briltsh
Neither Hafriel. Gallon, nor

vacht have hm since,
Omo-l"nh said the State
c
Coast

medt,
the Scotland

i
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Force, F1,
and police units around the

are for the New !
kirl and Gallon.
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