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In Drastic Drop

(Reditor's MNote: This is the
first of a two-part series deal
ing with Unien  Coumty farm
inceme during 1959, The arti-
cles are based og [nfermation
released teday by the Union
Cosnty Wxtension Barvice)

By BILL BEBOUT
Obsarver ol Writer
Union Counly's gross farm in
came for 1950 has dipped  below

provious yYears  despite bumper
crops in somo areas of the coun
iy

Total farm Income {or the
viear ki S11044.800, & drop of
S233.200 from the 1068 gross in
eome figure of S11278, 1080

Inereased production
stilt of preater eilwieney
farm, hag [ailed to halt the down
ward trend which started in 1940

Sitee 1049

gross farm income

in the county has Steadily de
clined from  S12.000 000 to the
1250 figure-—a loss of more than

a milllon dollars

The outlook for 1960 gives the
farmer little hope for an upward
trend

Ted Sidor. Union County Exten
sion agent, said new outlets will
e necessary [or Uniop  County
erops i farmers dre to hold their
owin

Unless we ean find new out
lets for present crops or hegdn
producing higher returp  erops

the downward trend (0 gross in
come will eontinue,” Sidor
Vogatable Crops

Some larmers in the county ure
I'Ilf'rl"\ll\ experime nting wilh
vegetable  crops as a possible
solutitn to some of the  eounty
farm income problems

There is a possibility that veg
ctable crops for buman consump
tion, and seed, may improve the
local farm picture §f experiments
prove to be souccessiul, Sidor
puinted out

sl

In¢reased livestock production

95th lssue

64th Year

tperating bill, the USDA. re

ot indicated
Field crops led the ficld in in
come for Unjon  county during °
1050 with » gross income {igure
i §5.237, 957
Wheat is still the leader in the
wunty i for a
ingle erop. The 1958 wheat crop
laled S2515.047 Wheat vield
aere hy seven
I dels 158

ross  FeturTs

inereased
PEr GeTe over
Wheat formers this yeor
wid 81,66 per bushel for 1.515
U1l bushels as compared to last

s S1.79 for 1206404 bush

were

Better Growing
he yvield increase in wheat is
ibuted 1o better growing con
litions—less insect

trtibles

discase and

were 37000 bushels as
ipared o lust vear's 35841
with a vield of 33 bushels
acre

acres
et
In the lLivestoek field, a totsl
L4 404015 was returned to the
Tutal value of 8.118.-
M pounds ol beef for the current
cur amounted to $1.986.150, The

roducers

ame figures for heel were re-
conded {or 1958

Dairy products in 1058 were
even with last year's totals of

083,127 for 18378500 pounds of
milk
Sheep producers suffered from §

lower  prices in 1858 ps lamb
prices  dropped  from  189¢ ewl:
in 1658 (o 1te this year
Total income from sheep
and wonl was SI197325 for
48,000 pounds as compared to §8
last wvear's S100.863 for 705000 §
pounds

Hog producers were the hard- 55
est hit by lower prices this vear.
Prices dropped from 18¢ ewt inj”
1656 to 14c¢ this year. Total in-|
feome from swine jn the county
was $346.254 for 3,212,000 pounds |
us compared to lost vear's $427.-|
DG for 2920000 pounds
|  The sweet cherry indusiry was |
hardest hit in total income this
year, Frost damage dropped in

in Union County is scen as one|fome from S$270,635 in 1958 to| Peler's Eph_m_:pal Qlygrurl.

oncouraging trend by the county
agent. He pointed out that mest
and mest  products e easily
transportable—an important fac-
tor in the farm ineome pictiure

Cost of shipping of county
products puts area farmers in &
difficalt  situation  market-wise.
in"muny cases

Specia'ization may be the ans
wor If the downward trend con
tinues, Sidor declared. He said
specialization may  enable  the
small farmer o remain solvent
despite deelining markets.

Uniion county  gross (arm in
eome lor the year s in line with
the national downward trend

Lower Prices

Farmers are receiving
prices for their products bul
they must pay more for products
which they purchase.

Farm product purchasing pow
er lost additional ground during
the year with the parity ratio aof
77 in November, two points be
low  October, five points  below
November 1958 and the lowest
since August 1540

When all accounts are added
up. this year’s net farm income
nationatly may fall  below last
year's by as much as 15 per cent,
necording to ligures reloased by
the Department of Agriculture

Biggest reason for the nation-
ﬂl drll]) n L‘Ir!n income are lll“
ered cash receipts and a higher

DISPLAY OF CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

lower|

|§?'_'.411-!i this vear. |

| Pouliry dropped from $237.142/ Sglvation Army Laouds
in 1058 to this year's total gross| i g

ineame of $184.574  Chickens in:"u Christmas Gift

1638 brought 37¢ per pound for The Salvation Army issued a
253,125 pounds and in 1959 the'cugificate of Appreciation to mem-

ligure dropped to 20c per pound o h T U No.
Ifor 225000 pounds bers of Typographical Union No

Eggs were down to 25¢ a dozen
a8 compared to last year's 45¢
and preduction dropped (rom 37, cludes members of The Observe
M0 doren to 486.400 doren | composing room and Happersett”®

Next—Seed and field crops. | Quick Print Shop

Pistol-Whipping Duo

£30 donation to the Christmas fund

Nabbed By Policeman

OAKLAND, Calif. (UPB—Poliee | The officer said Murrell, who has
saild todny a pistol-whipping hold- | o long police record, tried to shoot
up team was broken up when .‘ll\l him but his gun misfired
| ex-convict sought vengence for the AMrs. Wieland told police she,
way his arm was lattooed Murrell and Richard Dublinski, 27,

“You put this thing on me three | aldo an ex-coavict, robbe<d 12 peer-
years ago and the curwes are all | sons in two taverns Monday night,
propurtion,” Larkin Muar- | pistol whipping their victims, She
rell, 31, toid tatoo wrtist Gene | sad  Murrell  eritically  injured
Smith Wednesday pointing to an | Mrs. Marjorie Nowell, 45, an -
arm tattoo. Then, as his com- | torney. when he alternately beat
panion, Zxyear-old Mrs. Corinne | and kissed hes during one of the
Wicland, held back the manager | rebberics
of the amuzement center in which “I could feel the cold metal on
Smith's patior is located, Murrell | my forchead,” Vares said. “The
beat the tattoo artist with a pistol. | gun was cocked, his fingers on

Smith fought boack and Morrell | the teigger. 1 swung ot him hard

yelled I'm going to kill you' |with my fist and grabbed the gun
Bt Stanley Vares | al the same time' .
said he broke up the fight and The gun's hammer fell, bul

arrested Murrell and the woman | Vares said there was only a click

Jail Inmates, Guards In Tour
Of Stores Singing Yule Songs

RIVERHEAD, NY. UPD
Twenty-seven prisoners from the
Suffolk County jall have been
mixing with some of this exelu-

give area’'s most  distingoished
citizens in a rore display of
Christmas  spirit

For the last week. the 27 pris

oners, aleng with six of their
guards, have been making the
rounds of the area. singing

Christmas carols before service
organizations and other groups to
the musical and spiritual satis-
[action of both the lsteners and
the carolers

In addition, Christmas carol
recordings by the choir being
played over loudspeakers at the
jail mre serving as background
music for Christmas shoppers at
nearby stores—and to the: jail’s
inmates 3

Formation of the unusual choir

when Stun*t Grocey, publisher of ; They have indeéed, not only to
the Port Jefferson (NY ) Record |the inmate cuarolers but also to
and o former concert and opoera|their listeners, Many have been
singer, suggested the iden to|moved to tears by the sight of
county Sheriffi Charles Dominy, a|the carolers, in their joil uni-
close friend. Dominy in turn ad-| forms, singing the standard carcls
vanced the suggestion lo the en-|and other popular Christmas [a-
tire inmate population in the jall | vorites
mess hall, and the following day| The most open display of emo-
27 prisoners—ranging in age from | tion oocurred last week when the
I8 to 50—and seven guards signed | choir performed ot a  “ladies
up. None had any professional [day” lunch of the Rotary Club
sirging experience of Southampton, one of the na-
A few days later, rehearsals be- | tion's  swankiest  communities
gan under Gracey's direction Tears Mowed [réely from the eyes
Word of the choir's existence— | ol both the urbane members and
and fine harmony—soon leaked | their wives
ot and, in short time, requests| Most of the carolers are “short-
for outside appoarances began to | termers,” serving sentences rang-
pour in, Dominy, Gracey ond|ing from 30 to % days .All were
county officials agreed that out [convicled of « relatively minor
side appearances would do no|charges. Gracey's daughter, Mrs
harm and, if anything. probably | Honor Kopeienski, who provides

about  several weeks ago

came

would be spiritually beneficial tojorgan  accompaniement, is  the
the inmates. Iﬁolr “outsider.”

683, Baker and La Grande, for a

The Upion in La Grande in-

:Drec:ins 6f White Christmas
Here Unlikely, Says

Observer Stalf Writer

I'm dreaming of a white Christ
mas may b= conf.ned to the »
and music only of the song by IF
same name for the Grande londe
|Valley nrea tomarrow

Although the old gent with th
white whiskers promises the usual
Yuletide bit of chieor to yvoung
and oldsters abke, the woilher
an Is nol quits f8s geéneroas
|hm predictions
| A weak storm developed off th
| Pocifiec Northwost earlier in 1)
week but fui'ed to deliver the an
|ticipated white Christmas punct
to the inland regions
| Few Flurries

All the WM can promise s
as anything resembiing t t
|stafl is an occzsional Mwrry of
snow tonight ond possibly on
Christmas day itself

More remole areas of Eoasiorn

) By GRADY PANNELL

Hitchhiker Tabs Man Christ Is |
As Killer Of

LINCOLN, I tUPH. —A teem

| aged hitchhiker told police today |
man who picked him up baasted

!
|a
|of killing Roger Touhy and Chi
|cago police sent two detectives
to question both

i The hitchhiker identificd him
| self as George Green, 17, and said
| e was en route to visit his molh
or in Dallas, Tex, He said he el
| worked in Chicago since Anri f
|1.'h1(':u:n police confirmed this

| Green gove a statement 1o pa
'ﬁlico here that the driver clalmed
to have shot Touhy, 61. prohibd-
llioﬂ era gangster. Touhy was
| shotgunned in an ambush in fromt
|of his sister’s house in Clicago
A .12 guage sholgun, the same
guage that killed Touhy, was
found in the man's cur. Chlcage
police sent Detectives Marshall
Carroll and Robert Noonan to Lin ‘
coln to talk to the man and to
Green and to bring back the gun|
and shells for laboratory analysis
The man is o resident of Lok
port, 11, a Chicago suburb, Leck
port sources said he had been 4n
volved in two recent scrapes with

he is alleged to huve produoced a
sholgun in an argument with his
wile. Also, there is a charge
against him of having an open
bottle of liquor in an aufomobile

erans Administration hospital sind
has boen o truck driver and a gas
station attendunt

‘OH COME ALL YE FAITHFUL'

_The religious significance of Christmas is reflected in the faces of these three La
# Grande youngsters who join in song to honor the birth of the buby
left to right are Marlene Wylde, 11; Paul Tomeraasen, 13,
11. Altar in the background is symbolic of the meaning of Christmas which will be
celebrated in churchas throughout the world, Above photograps we

e Library Closed

the police there, On ooe occasion |

He hasx been a patient in a Vet |
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NO OBSERVER
ON FRIDAY

The Observer will nat publish
on Christmas day, but today
cembines
stories and advertising inte a |1
1e-page Christmas edition.

Saturday’s edition will carry |

|
|
various

Christmas | day al the start of the o

| the traffic

~ Fear Hign

MILLIONS OF
OUT FOR THE

16 Pages

Five Cents

eath

. Toll On Highways

DRIVERS
HOLIDAYS

By United Press International

Millions o tonk

WSl a

America

f the yeat

tre o

The Natlonal .

iy Colnel

the usual Friday farm page Ih;‘l.. l—}il 'II S I.\.‘ = '..- vyt
news and roundup. The Ob- Il;,_l:\\".,l... l.“hl it e Lt ..,',lm,l
L server wishes ifts readers a | o
| very Merry Christmas, | My | -
2 would v INpkow Ciugrdsren,
J L ] roadhlock wiohet v ink-oanelirs
Ho' Flght | and helice s i oan of 1o cut
the sunos! highway carnage

Indiana oflicial plapned o

on S'eel double  usunl  law  enforcement

! | with Nattonal Guardsméen, Michi
| pan Guardsmen were o el as
. I_ the second moan  in state  police

trike Foll =

WASHINGTON (UPH — A haot

lfoversy centers] mainly on how
the vote among the 500000 Steel
workers invelved should be taken,
| tabulated and announced

Stuart Redhman
wl of the

general coun- |
National Labor Rela

sus, From
meraasen,

Lk |
ha |

winild
there |s

day the  balliding
place Jan. 1113 i
setilement by then,
taken in the St. ; Indughry wide negotiathons, now |
Observer Photo) i récess willl Sunday, are efm
¥ pletey  deddlocked nfter  three
doys of meetings under the aus
plees of the Federal Nedigtion

nd Sarah

| Serviee
I I, Te Ask Court Ruling
WM The Steelworkers planned ln'
Orecon, biwever, con look forward | 95Kk a federal judge in Pittsburgh

oW, bt not muoch
indds in the !.il i .Il?d"lh‘ pay umon
carly this | €€t hourly
imered down ond did | nerease . !
ikt mived | Arthur 0 Goldherg, Steelwork-
and smove in. the Nighor| &3 senersl counsel sakl the un-

lon would ask US. District Judye
Herbert 1. Sorg lo make [irst-
vear benefitssunder any new con
retropetive th Nov, 7—ihe
the resumied  work
the court  Injunce

In STms
High

ur ¥ night  aind

|
members o four-

cost-of living  wage

TN ran

vhrvations
La Grande (olks con expect jus!
| nme pottern westher i“;.rl
imost of the nution lo |
date
« ol some

wis> au wi

union
BO-uay

mMarTow, oviercad sk

| under
| T

The argument over polling the
workers on the last manngement
alfer boils down to this:

I'he umion insists that employes
of cach steel company be lumped
togelher in voling on a single of- |
fer by the company. This is the |
procedure reguired by the Talt |
Harthey low, union attoemeys con
tend

now

The
the feeling of A
a= the gft of giving snd receiving
ame  Chrisimas |
the yooars

patehi
hould not refleet
rricans, however

oy clotcs

will follow

day puttern nR in past

Toniaht
Library will
at & eo'clock
for tomight on
milar howrs

Birth Of

thse this ever
ThiS time cha
Thev will

ngain on Saturday

s
i Opon rey

Touhy (Celebrated ~

chport sourees said, | Hundreds of Cheistian Arabs |
erossed through Jerusalem's dn
| clent Maondelbaum Gate from s
rael to Jordan at dawn loday to

bolleved 1o be on & hunting

n his car into o diteh on | colobrate the birth of Christ in
1. 8 @ on the potskirts of Lin: | itethichem,
coln, State police sald he was| As is the custom cach year,
K oand umeontelous when o | 1SAel and Jordan relaxed tense
H relotions long enough to permit
et rived ot the aceident

the pllgrims o cross through the
gatle to pay homage to the Na-
Livity

f | I |
He was taken to o haspital
ht bt later was moved to

tier e

| taday o direct 85 steol companies| 8

In Nhode 1dund, offivials ene

| wl the okl of news W and
hehingd thescencs clash developed | i‘J.‘.I-I wo! ln' & ,l JII-I- I,."‘_ _::::\"":h.-:\.':_
today over metheds of condnet- | ol ..I.. Chiristopber (Dl \1...'[1;
kg the governmenttun poll oo [xakl he woid « .i] ."‘II e g
management’'s tast ofier i the r fisie |l e =
steel dispute State palice i lowa, Florlda

the alr wm airplanes  ad helicop

Their vye view  will
enable them to spot traffic viola
tors 2l o il lon 1o col
leagues In squad cars
Most  stale sl they

lets Irad s’

would

tonsg Board, announced Wednes-[keop a special  Jookout for the | goqe by the Elks. Gifts will go

driunken  dovers  leoving olfice
parties Mussuchusctts,  Maine
md Cregon police planned 1o sel
ug, spot roadhlocks to nab drunks
L spet

BAM, MURMBUG—Nikila

Khrushchev who
doesn’t believe in Christ-
mas, Christianity and
other things has accused
theU.S, of distorting un-
dergrourtd nuclear test
data at the Geneva talks.

DELL'S PARTY
AT ARMORY

The fres Christmas day din-
rer  ad  porty  planned by
Deil’s Steakhouse here will be ‘
bheld at the La Grande Armory
due to the overflow crowd an-
ticipaied.

of southern Spain peered anxious |
Iy into the skies today, awalting
the appearance of Santa Claus.
Net for them, a whiskered [at
The affair gets underway at | old merry chimney climber on A
2 p.m. Friday. Dinver will be Iuth-u.-!n TI::I.!MSEY eight nt\_y\fo)l‘nv
deer eir nih s a 8. Alr
h.rvrd, turkey and all the | Force pllok from the Strategie
trimmings, betwesn 3 and 3:30 : Air Command's 16ih Air Force
o'clock, and Deil's s even pro- |y 1y cam Jack H. Capers,
viding iranspsriation for the | o Apple Valley, Calif. and the
older folks. | deone of his L-20 light plane is
Albertsen’s, Eddy’s Bakery !murn mugieal to the children’s
and Pepsi Cola are assisting l.l:l;p. than the ringing of sleigh
by providing candies, nuts, |
orangss, rols and pastry and
beverages.

Patrols Pipeline
It ol began back in early 1958
| when Coapers was patrolling the

YANK AIRMAN PLAYS SANTA'
TO ISOLATED SPANISH TOTS

SEVILLE, Spain (UPD —Chil:|fuel pipeline running from US| chipped in to st up “Operation
dren in li?‘ isolted vutback areas | hases 'Mar Seville to Rota in the | Gumdrop.”

south
While hedge-hopping along the
line checking for possible ledks or

other damage, be struck up a
wiving  scquaintance  with  the
children of the more than 10|

families that live along the iso-
lated route.

“Captailn Jack.” as he became
known to his little friends, began
filling the pockets of his flying
suil with candy wnd othor sweets
Then as he buzaed along the pipe
line, he dropped the precious tid-
bits to the eager children

Buy Candy And Toys

Last Christmas. Capers’ com
roades of the ®77th Sunply Squisd
ron at Moron Alr Force Base

to the nation's highways to-
ceident-prone holiday period
ut in full force to hold down

| refused to predict the num-
killed in auto crashes du
he death toll could reach

Elks Treat
Kids Here
Christmas

| La Grande FElks will observe
thwir traditionnl Cheistmas glving
o youngsters, rest home oldslers
land hospital patients here and at
(Mt Fmily camp, Perry and Union
lon Friday.

Following dismissal of local
voungsters ol the special 11 a.m,
La  Grande theater show, Elks
commiltes workers and the kiddies

Informed sources said the cot- | Indiana apd Misspuri will take to | will gathier at the big Christmas

Iree erected of Washington apd
Depot Street where Coanta Claus
will hand oul the goodies.

| Many Goodies '
| Approximately 1,080 sacks "ol
| noodies have been prepared this
also
to the Hot Lake rest home and
to Ward Miller of Unlon who will
distribute to that town's small
fry,

| Verne Pieper Is Elks chairman
(of the “sacking camtmittee.” Ase
| slating him are Chuck Wing, Norm
Danlels, Don Caldwell, Robert
(Faliows, Jack Hermann, Mel Plass,
| Basil Bontting, Allen Keffer, Don
| Rugsdale, Kentieth Workman, Mar-
ivin Mortensen and Ed Hulf,

City, Police
Issue Safety
Reminders

La Grande vcity. officials have
Joined with Oregon Governor Mark
|0, Hatfleld to urge drivers to
exercise extreme caution while
on the streels and highways over
the holidays, .

City Manager Dave Slaght said
the month of December sees more
secidents than any other moath,
undoubtedly due to congested holl-
day trafflic, early hours of dark
|ness, wealher condilions and driv-
ers who have been drinking.
| “Citizens of La Grande ~an do a
(yreot deal toward preventing un-
|nocessary pecidents and possible
|death if they will practice coullq

to other drivery and pedestrians,™
Slaght said.

Oliver Reeve, police chief, lIs-
sund an appenl to holiday hosts
ut office parties and private cele-
vrations  to  make their guests
aware that o party, can be
without  over-indulging in
cants. The chief added that La
Graunde police olficers will not
let holiduy spirit deter them [rom
strict enforcement of traffic laws,

WEATHER

Snow flurries ftenight end
Friday with partial clearing’
, Friday; high Fridey 34-42; low

tenight 2432,

They bought toys and other
novelties out of their own pockets
for Capers to drop with his
gumdrops to his little L

“But after 1 explained to the
| hoys  how these
| presents made the little
Capers sald, “our
year is fur bigger. Gifts [y
base personnel and civilian

ers have poured in.” |

Capers today will drop mes i
than o sleighful of red chan ol
flilled with toys and other goolles |
to delight the hearts of the young.
sters, from his small -
—now “The Spin 4
Christmas.™ d "

LY
f




