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Adm. Rickover Views Education

Viee Adm. Hyman G, Rickover, writ-
ing in last week's issue of the Saturday
Evening Post, thrusts himself into the
current debate over edueation with a
strong indictment of the American
school system.

Briefly, he tnkes the position that to-
day's edueators have abandoned the na-
tion's traditional concept of education in
fuvor of a fuzzy “progressive”™ view
which neglects fundamentals and shifts
emphasis on mechanical skills,

The charges which Adm.
brings against, the schools are not new,
There have been a number of books and
countless articles written on the same

theme, However, none of the other eritics
have had the advantage of such a
glamorouy title as “father of nuclear

propulsion,” coupled with such a wide
audience as afforded by the Post.

Many thoughtful readers of the article
will find much with which they c¢an
agree in Adm. Rickover's arguments in
favor of fundamentals of education.

However, there are several basic flaws
in his |=n511|un which deserve exposition,

By dividing the into two rival
camps, the “progressives” and  the
“traditionalists,” he makes the mistuke
of oversimplification, In so doing he is
literally declaring a war in which there
only ean be vietory for one side and
defeat for the other,

Issue

The true path to better education,
we're sure, is really somewhere between
thess two extremes,

coms most needed are men of
will who ean recognize the good
and the bad in bath traditional and pro-
gressive concepts and fuse a  system
better able to meet a future which cer-
tainly will eonfront the nation with
some of its most crucial challenges.

::Ilflli

Adm, Rickover's pogition gets him in
trouble in his very first paragraph:

‘With inereasing determination, one
side ("progressives”) defends & status

quo in which it hng a vested inl(‘r?nl:
the othor (“traditionalists™) yrges vainly
that the rights of Ameriea’s children and
the survival of the nation in freedom and
prosperity must be placed above this
narrow self-interest.”

The implication is clear. Lither you
agree with Adm. Rickover and his [radi-
tionalists or you are, at best, u fool, and

Rickover

more probably un-Ameriean.

We're sure that anyone with even a
casual interest in education will recog-
nize the absurdity of such a position.
It serves no good purpose to condemn
those engaged in shaping the nation’s
school programs with such a sweeping
generality. Impugning a man's views as
motivated only by self-interest is deal-
ing in the very kind of anti-intellectual-
ism which Adm. Rickover indicates he
deplores.

We must, also, take issue with his
assumption that there is a “status quo”
in education.

In truth, there are many indications
that the pendulum is swinging back from
the extremes of the pragmatists to a
more balanced approach to education.

Here in Oregon, for instance, a study
has just been completed in Portland
which may have far-reaching effects on
buth high school and college eduecation.

Adm. Rickover fails even to mention in
his article the studies which Dr. Conant
is making and which many educators
feel will result among other things in
needed changes in favor of bLright stu-
dents.

He mentions the fact that the teaching
of Greek is no longer in favor but fails
to note that Latin, another favorite of
the fundamentalists, has recently made
a come-back and is now the second most
popular language studied by American
schoolehildren.

There is another aspect of this educa-
tional “war” theory which should be ex-
amined. In taking an all-or-nothing ap-
proach, the traditionalists have fashioned
a powerful weapon which too often is
being turned against the schools by per-
sons who give lip service to edueation
but in truth are more concerned with
school costs,

Adm. Rickover asserts in his artiele
that he is concerned with getting at the
“real issue” in American education. We
believe that instead he has ereated a
false issue and in so doing has glossed
over the real truth, which we see to be
made up of many issues and points of
view.

He calls many of our schools “glitter-
ing” workshops.
many of his remarks represent “glit-
tering” generalities.

DREW PEARSON SAYS:
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they will talk fo Ike about, Un. |pound in the case of cigaretie to-
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Not that Secretary of Agricul-
ture Eira Benson is indifferent to
the condition of the nation's
lungs. A strict Mormon, he never
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But lke has ruled that the most
he can allow NASA next year is

not count-
military missiles and satel-

§750,000,000—only half of what/touches the weed himself. But
¢ needed. This means the Unit.{his hands are tied by legisia
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ed Suites, already an estimated
five years behind the Russians in
space research, will drop even
further behind

Instead of shooting rockels at
the moon, NASA will concentrate
on launching a man inlo space
next year. The first man should
be able to crawl into a rocket for
a quick trip into space by early
full. NASA even has high hopes
of spinniing him into orbit
around the ecarth by Christmas,
1660

Yet reports from Russia indi
cale the Soviets will pull these
stunts, too, ahead of the United
States

Note—even il the last moon
rockel had reached its goal, it

Meanwhile, the best brains on
Madison Avenue are preparing a
new advertising campaign  that
the tobacco companies hope will
route the government doctors and
bury their laboratory reports with
pro-tobacco prose.
Note—The Fogd and Drug Ad
ministration cannot seize cigar.
ettes, as it did cranberries, be-
couse tobaceco is neither a food
nor a3 drug. An exception was
made in the case of Trim Cigar-
etles, however, because the
manufacturer offered these as a
diet aid,

Sour Exit
When Seeretary of Defense
Neil McElroy quit his post and

left a sour laste behind

President Eisenhower is peev
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command of the White
press section, is fuming over the
way she has been shunted aside.!
While press chief Jim Hagerty
was scouting lke's overseas route, |
Col. Wayne Hawks, chiefl of}
White House records, was l:rnus,ht
In as acting press secret |
Vice President Nixon in 15 mgnd
the President to take Fred Mur-|
row, a Negro assistant, along on!
his forthcoming trip. Nixon Sug-|
gested Murrow's presence would)|
impress Asia’s non-whites

TO VISIT INDIA
NEW DELHI (U'PI' — Kliment

who is supposed to be second in|for the Asdland in gold and mlll

JOEL'S

Corner Cedar and Washington

- Grocery Buys of the Week —

LA GRANDE
SHOE STORE
o

1214 Adams

PHONE
W0 3-3181

Y. Voroshiloy, chairman of the
Presidium of the Supreme Court

was not  equipped to duplicate| Went back to selling soap, he

of the USS.R., will visit India ml Hills Bros.

the Soviet feat of photographing |
the moon's backside. The best
equipment the United States could |
install was an  infrared device|
which would have traced a dlrnJ
outline of the moon’s unseen side. |

Subsidizing Cancer?

I many people heed the
Public Health Serviee's warning
to stop smoking for fear of fung |
cancer, the Agricultural Depart-|

ment will be stuck with a lot of |
Ripe Virginia leal on its hands. |
For one branch of goverment is!
underwriting the nation’s tuhnfco':
crop al the same time another|

Ann  Johuson’s

Slorm Coals seeciac ar $2300 |

COFFEE

JuMBO 5149

Half Gallen

WESSON
OIL

28

Another space shot s scheduled
loter this month, but won't bel PRE.HOLIDAY SIZE ..
aimed at any specific celestial
larget
LIBBY'S

TOMATO

SALE

L
S
2
[+ |
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LUMBERJACK

SYRUP ....

branch is warning against its use. |

RMMERWREE

8 Reg. $29.98-532.95

Leather JﬂFkﬂS Now

bottles 98c

3

23"

25 years ago, final plans|

were mapped for the official visit|]] 21
here by the national commander| FORMERLY
of the Vetterans of Foreign Wars, | coa!s VALUED TO

James Van Zandl. the local

Dog Food.....

6 cans 95‘

Hershey's Baking

6200

$79.95_ _ ..

VFW post was acting as host and
announced that a banguet in
honor of the commander would
be peld at the Sacajawea, with
a ball ty follow in Zuber Hall

On the sports seene, nationally
Navy beat Army, 340, on a field
goal before BOMY fans in  the
traditional big footbhall game. It
was the first win by the Middies
over Army since 1921

Picked on an  All-Opponents
football team was La Grande High
School star quarterback Reynolds,
Snowy Gustafson, coach of Mac-

29
COATS

FORMERLY
$65.00 to $69.98

55200

Chocolate. . half pound 49c

8
COATS

FORMERLY
$55.00 1o $59.98

AA Medium
EGES

2.. .83

AA Large
EGGS

2.. 89
Doz.

545 00

Hi, did the picking. Waldren
received honorable mention for
the Tigers on the mythical ele
ven,

COATS romenty sisvo. B D"

SWIFT'S BROOKFIELD

« « . 15 yoars ago, the Eagles
Lodge voled lo purchase S$2.500
worth of war bonds during the

&OATS FORMERLY $39.98__ . 35 o

10c ON EACH E

~ Quality MEATS Fresh —
Link Sausage.......lh. 49t

EACH PACKAGE CARRIES COUPON WORTH

GG PURCHASE!

county-wide drive in  progress
here. The Eagles also, at their
meeting, inducled three new
members. They were Orville Pel
lett, 8. A. Ott and Leighton
Johnson

The new La Grande Donut Hut
officially opened under auspices
of the Salvation Army. Capt

MANY OTHER SAVINGS!

Every coat in our shop upecilll; priced for this
event, All coats 100% wool wit

FRESH

Ground Beef

Milium lining.

Ruth Grosgpback, head of the SA
here, announced that men and
women in uniform  would be
served free at the Hut,

Tribute was paid o 1st Sgt
John Snodgrass, 1705 Second St
He was stationed in the Pacific
with the U. & Marines. His wife,

SHARPLY

Group of Beiter Dresses

2..89

HALF or WHOLE

LOCAL HAMS

=)

BEEF

REDUCED! Shoulder Roast

- VA

Urdean Breeding Snodgrass and
two children, resided here

It seems to us that

Perhaps We're Just Suspicious, But

A news story the other day told of
the installation of a new gambling game
{(new to the U.S,, that is) in a Las Vegas
hotel and easino,

During the first 24 hours of bacearat,
the story reported, the hotel lost more
than $200,000 to gamblers.

Well, perhaps we're just suspicious,
but . ..

What would be a better way of insur-
ing a full supply of suckers than to put
out a story that the plavers made off
with nearly a quarter of a million dollars
at a game?

Get NEW
ADMIRAL

APPLIANCES
& FURNITURE

VALUES TO $1998
NOW

1 Group Jnnior Dresses

.-

Cottons, wools, silks. Full skirts:
sheathes and jacket dressses

U (| Short Ribs....

I | < 1

“Frigid Dough” Frozen

APPLE PIES
-Pick O’ the

:|l.~n}

for Prices As
LOW AS USED L

Ne Returns ..

ALL SALES FINAL
No Refunds .

Crop Produce-
Crisp Green Celery _._______.

11c

.+ No Exchanges

Delicious Emperor Grapes __2 Ibs.

25¢

La Grande
FURNITURE
Warehouse

East Adams Ave.

Ann Johnson

“Correct Apparel for Women”

Tex. Ruby Red Grapefruit __3 for

29¢c

Avocados for Dips ‘n Salads .2 for

17¢

Medium Oranges .

35¢




