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' TV Quiz Probe Considerate
- Of Big Network Executives

Despite Madison Avenue’s Look
Of Prosperity, Business Slows
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Per Centage Is Improving,ﬂHarold

When Harold Stassen was voung he
won three elections —all Tor vovernor of
Minnesota, Since that time he hasn't
won any. But nol because he dido't ey,
Three times he tricd to win the ETHTTH]
tion for president but fuiling this h
decided to try for something smaller and
ran for governor of Pennsvivanta, That
didn’t work, either, so he stopped down

abother rung and ran for mayor of
tadelphian just recently. He lost. But
1= Harold discoumrnged? Not so vou would
noties 1t e suys he will try again,
SOgne e

I

I our humble opinion several of our

city councidmen would be glad to ereat

]

vacaney for him, if he chose to run

for that office in La Grande,

Steel ComPetition Gets Tougher

While the United Steclworkors and
the steel industry wrangled over contraet
differences, thiz country continues 1o
lose steel markets abrond and foreign
steel imports cut deeper into the domest e
market.

A spokesman for the Ameriean ste
industry estimutes that in the lusl few
yvears the equivalent of 30,000 johs have
been lost in our steel industye becinse of
the inereased foreign competitiof

A number of factors have coytrbitsd
to the weakening of our compititive (e
tion in world steel markets, not the least

of which have been the vapidls vicing
employment costs  of  Amerwan pro
ducers.

A. Holmes Fetherolf, writing in th

September issue of the magaring Steel
ways, supplies the following fizun

Average total hourly employment cout
of our steelworkers in 19557 stood ot

22, Comparable costs in West Ghr
many were $1.01, 81 cents in [aly and
16 cents in Japan. Over the life of the
thrée-year 1956 labor agreement, em-
ployment costs here have increasod sl
cents an hour.

Wage costs, Fetherolf relates, is the
dominating factor in American proddue-
tion. A national independent survey in
dicated recently that after exclusion of all
taxes lnbor gets 83.2 cents ont of every
dollar of income generated in the nutional
peonomy. Our steelworkers are among
the best paid employes in the country

High wage costs are just one ol sev-
eral reasons American steel makers are
losing markets. European and Japanese
steel mills extend liberal credit terms
and sigeable price concessions. And o
eign steel is often of comparabile quality

Price Supports Under

Twice in as many days recently we
have received envelopes from i big New
York public relations firm, each one con-
taining an attack on the present farm
support price program.

The name of the agency is carefully
printed at the top of the letter. There
is no hint as to the identity of the cli-
ent paying for the attucks.

Now, most everyone agrees there are
some serious faults in the present furm
support price program. Most farmers

|

aur product,

s country s largely  responsilile
e growth of foreign steel industries

e World War 11 Through technics)

tinancial assistance we have helped

I, modernize and expand  war-

ned o time-worn praduction  fa
tes i Forope and Asia

SNot ondv have we donated money and

for building mills abivosd, but we
abao shiown our allies how to oper-
thear new facllities. We have export-
iy know-how. Prior to giving up
formation we ecould manufacture

col at competitive total costs despite

bor wape vates. This edge iz gone,
idvr that more of BEurope's pro-
voeapacity is geared to the export

ket thun this country and that some

v gpovernments  institute more

vl tax practices than ours and vou

to e what the American steel in-

ey faees,
Steelwan s quoted a steel executive as
Eoth wages and prices are subject
mpetitive limitations. . . . Both labor

tess ean price themselves out
nirket with distressing results
i high rate and no job, and
with a high price and no

or to meeting foreEn éom
steel production lies in the

fection of improved technology  and

md at the =ame time con-

It is up to the steel indus-

o steelworkers to put their
house in order.

‘ native is losing more markets
0 nently more jobs,
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mortin At Gt 1 was  very| a fiery wreck of three trucks and =
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ih ”“._‘,I”it-- ward P. Hirsch, Clinton, Iowa. |by this trip he would build, par- was not necessarily something he
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Rl . 5| largest ',‘,“"”:“T Eh'l"h(d- ‘;t“ t_il'l_ Congressional  investigation Into SEUM cleanliness
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