DREW PEARSON
Wyoming
Senator
Blameless

WASHINGTON — Talking to
Rev. Charles R Juckson in Tullu-|
homa, Tenn., the other day, | was|
told by him that the trouble with
TV quiz programs is the tempta. |
tion of program directors to play
God. They can make or break s
contestant on the air, builld up]
his cgo or destrov it |

Misnomer
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The templation to play God is

nol confined to TV producers. It
sometimes influences judges, bur
caucrals, newspapermen  As
member of the latter profession
I sometimes make that mistak
mysell

Some time ago, 1 reported that
Sen, Frank Barrett of Wyoming
had got his fellow Hepublican
Sen. E V. Robertson of Wyom
ing, out of & tax case without ev |
en going to court. This 1 nm\
find was in error

I have eriticized tax-fixes .ml|
tax-pressures in  the past. So
have the Republicans. They even|
prosecuted Truman's assistant at-|
torney general, Lamar Caudle
and Truman's White House sec
retary, Matt Connelly, for alleg
edly going easy on a St. Louls
shoe manulaclurer, Irving Sachs
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even though Sachs was sent be e —

fore a U, S district judge who 'ﬂi‘

gave him a $40,000 fine and al e W

suspended sentence <l ‘

lobertsen, former GOP sena- ] \ » 1 CAULIPLowER LETT“CE

tor (rom Wyoming, purchased a S

big Cody, Wyo,, cattle ranch from £ .""-l

his cousin for a relatively cheap .

EDITORIAL PAGE price and then sold it to the K= .
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Comes The ‘Hot

At least two entirely different topies
in public opinion, discussion and debate
will tend to generate interest in the
coming wintry weather in La Grande
when people move indoors for the “hot
stove" season.

The one topic is based on the juvenile
problem, local discussion derived from
the national level through the Parent
Teachers Association.

The other is political in nature and is
under sponsorship of the La Grande
Chamber of Commerce,

Both are excellent types of enfertain-
ment for adults; the former comprising
a listening and participating audience of
parents of school age children; the latter
for the more politically-minded person,

At least 100 persons attended a recent
session at the local Junior High School
under auspices of the school's PI'A, and

Stove’ Season

took up one phase of parent-juvenile dis-
cussion, The meeting was highly inter-
esting and enlightening and was so be-
cauze of intelligent panel selection.

The select body was composed of a
judge, an insurance man, a teacher, a
mother and four students, Main body of
disenssion ecentered around “teen-age
drivers.” Future meetings contemplated
by the PTA will delve into additional
voung people’s problems, a comparison
on the national and loeal level.

Buck Hermann, president of the Junior
High School PTA, and his committee
are to be congratulated on their efforts
to present current topies that are bound
to interest all parents of school-age
children. These meetings are well worth
the attendance of all parents from
throughout the La Grande area.

Man Is Judged By The

¥ The producer of a major TV quiz show

says he is stunned. His network is drop-
ping all quiz shows on the grounds that
the public has lost confidence in them.
He has done nothing wrong. His ghow
is on the ypp-and-up. Yet he has to go
off the air.

Company He Keeps
The whole movie industry suffers as a
result. An honest wrestler could elaim
he had never thrown a match, but who
would believe him? Men in public of-
fice somtimes find it difficult to cope
with the old eonception that politicians
us a group are just in it for what they

Hunt Oil Co, owned by H L|
Hunt, famous Texas oilman. The
sale was made by a complicated
lease arrangement,  Internal re
venue agents investigating the
transaction eame  up  with the
charge that  Senator Robertson|
owed the treasury n considerable
amount of money in penaltics
and back taxes, It was no ordinary |
tax case. However, it was com |
promised |

Ex-Senator Robertson had ap
peared on the Senate floor to ask |
his former Hl']llfhl‘nt’dll enlleagues |
to help settle his case, It was ||1\|
earlier information that he had|
asked Senator  Barrett to help|
him and that the senator had|
done so. However, 1 now find that |
I was wrong. And, in {airness|
to Senator Barreit, | take this|
opportunity of setting the record |
straight and offering in sin:|
core spologies

Nole—Senator Barrett has had
a long cuareéer as a pablic sen
vant—al State Senator, governor,
trustee of the University of Wyo
ming, and U. S senator. He has
now taken the tough job of coun. |
w| for the Department of Agri-|
culture where he will have to deal
with the problem of evermount
ing surpluses, Good luck to him|
in his new assignment ]

Alabama Tax Fixing |

On Jan. 12 and 18, 14959, this
column reported  “a strange in-
come tax case in Alabama indi-
rectly invelving the brother of
Gen. Wilton  Persons, whyg has
replaced Sherman Adams in the |
White House, which has been kil
led by the Justice Department

The ecase” 1 reported last
January, “involved payolls by
northern liguor companics to two
Alabama politiclans, Jimmy Thro
wer and  Emory Solomon, close|
political eronies of Gordon Per-|
sons, former governor of Alaba-|
ma

‘Most significant  fact in the
scandal is that the Treasury De. |
partment officlally recommended
criminal prosecution.  However, |
someone near the top intervened |

Internal Revenue submitted

the case to the Justice Depart-
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