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his accompanist, Mrs. Irma

BY VIRGINIA ANDERSON
Observer Staff Writer

York studie, John DeMerchant,
will appenr Wednesday al 8 pm.
in the LDS Tabernacle to present
a recital

Peo Merghunt wag 8 visitor in
La Grande during sSeveral sume
mors when he divected the pro-
duetion of the "Lowland Sco.' and
“Down in the Vallpy."

Attending  the  Upiversity ol
Washington, De Merchant majored
in music composition and sang in
the college glea, elubs there,

He has toured in eoncerts and
opera In both the Unifted States and

Life Sentences
Meted Youths

TALLAHASSEE. Fla., (UPD—
Four white youths convicled of
the rape of a Negro college co-ed
were sentenced today to life im-
prisunment

The youths, ranging in age from
16 (o 23, were convicted of taking
tie girl (rom her Negro date on
the night of her college spring
formal dance and raping her sev-
en times., The jury recommended
mercy, without which the judge
would have been required Lo give
them the death penalty

Unpder terms of the life impris-
onment  stature, 'lhc imprisoned
men could apply lor parole as
early as six moenths alter seatence
begins. Bul in such cases it Is ex-
tremely rare for any consideration
tp be given the request in under
len years

Cirenit Jutlge W, Mapy Walker
ln;'urmqu.!l;t':l spfitence at M .oam.
and the vouths were immediately
whisked off Lo the state
at Railord,

They ace

prison
Patrick Scarborough,

Stoutamire, 16, and  David
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Boy Scout Dles
In Avalanche;

-
Companions Hurt
PORTLAND (UPD— A Ii-yeur-
old Exploror Scoul was fatally in-
juped amnd [our companions were |
Bt Satueday whet an avalanche |
of shshiy snow khocked them into

a Mefool erevasse near the sume
wit of ML Hoeod
Dol wiis Dawid  Breaper, Van-

Wash, Others hit by he
two  adulls, Edward
Dregon City, awul Don
. Caenelius, aml  Explorer
: Bill Holling, 16, aml Tomn
'\||1. une, 14, both of Viocouver
Smith was rented for muolliple
bLirtiiges and shock al St

couver,
sHow waere
snnith,

leased Loday, according to attend-

ants. McCupe was released Sun-
i, from o Vancouver hospital
and Holling was treated at the

hospital Iate Saturday as an out-
patient, Berger was pot hospital-
fred

The
Mountain

group was rescued by the
Rescue  Council  mnd

climbers,

|South America:

Tiking time out [rom his New |

PR \("L'I(.'I‘\(x Balllom. .lohn DeMer:ham along with

Puls rehearse for his forth-

coming concert Wednesday evening at 8 p.m. in the
LDS tabernacle DeMerchant will also be in La Grande
to direct the production of “Ten Thousand Miles!"
10, in the High School auditorium.

John De Merchant Presents
Concert Here On Wednesday

, July

bul for the past
|three Lo five years, aside from 20-
mujor oratorio and concerl
appearances, he has concenlrated
more specifieally on his New York
studio. De Merchanl works with
professional singers and his stu-
dents have toured both in America
and  Europe.

His codfeoit program Wetnestlay
night will include *Songs and
Dantes of Death™ by Moussorgsky,
This number will be done in a new
franslation which was writlen by
Marion Farquhar, Significantly,
this work was formerly almostl im.
possible to do because of the dif
ficulties cncountered in transiat-
ing it from the original Mussian.

Another selection from Lthe pro-
gram is a rarcly done song cyele
entitled, “Eliland" by A. Von
Fielitz.  The theme of the work
lakes place near a remote loke
In the German Alps, and is the
story of a counl's daughter who
becomos a nun. A monk who sees
the young nun, falls in love with
her and wriles love songs to her.

De Merchant ‘will direct the pro-
duelion of “Ten Thousand Miles!*
here July 10, The opera. which he
wrote himsell in conneclion with
the centennial s the first work
of this kind the singer has ever
wrilten.

Following the completion of his

]

production here, De Merchant
plans to vacation in Maine before
relurging to his studio in New

Yark Ihi-, Iull

Car-Truck Crash

At Intersection

A 1956 pickup driven by a La
CGrande resident collided with a
sedan at the interection of fourth

| Wash.,

|'mkll|| wis $25,

|1 A

Vineent |
hospital lieve aid was to be re-|
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and Washington  late Sgturday
pllernoan.
Ernest

Thickstun,  Orchard

an, Willon T. Collinsworth, 23, O |'resiler court, 2208 Adams. ave., B

was troveling wesl on W .l‘.lllﬂj,
ton when he stopped for a sign
e started 1467 Lirn
Fourth and ran  inlo the right
rear fender of g car driven by
Fdith Bermiee  Snyder, Colville,
police said.

Damnge o, Mrs. . Snyder's car
was estimated by police at $75.
The estimated  damage to the

'Firemen Answer

House Fire Call

City liremen were eqlled o put

nul a Birein g davenport at 1012) )

Adims Ave, Solurday morning.
Higteen firemen answered the 5
wm. stunmaons Lo the residence of

Enling,

Firemen earvied the davenport
down the steps and into the yard
where it was doused with water.

A cigarclte dropped into the
davenport and started the blaze
stcording Lo the fire dpearment.

WEATHER

Mostly sunny with variable

members of their own party of 40 |clouds I‘ucsday high Tues-
Iday 78-83; low tumghl 43-48.

ke
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MARRIED LOVE
ON A CITY BUS

COVENTRY, England (OP1)
—City transpert officials
nounced themselves firmly in
faver of married love on a city
bus. Wherever possible, they
sald, women bus conductors
ars assigned to the same bus
as their husband bus drivers,
because: ths driver is more
careful when his wife is watch-
ing; the conductor is happier
with her husband around, afd
husbands and wives just natur-
ally work well together,

Russians
Express

Optimi
Optimism
MOSCOW (UPL) — The Soviet |
Union is expressing optimism that |
the East-West foreign ministers |
will reach agreément next time |
they meel and make possible n!
conferenge of heads ol stale,

Moscow Radio reported the for-
eign ministers pa~rowed three
gaps before recessing Friday and
said, “therefore it becomes clear
thot there are good grounds for
reaching agreement."

The three poinls centered
around reduction of troops and
banning of rockel bases in Berlin,
a cul in  subversive activilies
there and establishment of an all-
German  group o review the
country’'s future.

Diplomatic observers also were
altaching: new importance to the
forthcoming exchange visits ol
Viee Presidenl Richard M. Nixon
and Russla's First Deputy Premier |
Frol R. Kozlov.

May Enliven Conference

Western sources said the visils |
may generate new energy to the!
reconvened [oreign minisles con- |
ference. Nixon was expecled to
see Premier Nikita Khrushchey
when he comes here Lo open an
American exhibition; Kozlov was
expected lo see President Eisen-
linwer wheu e gocs. Lo the Uniterl
States (0 open a Russian exhibi-
tion,

IHpTumalir observers in Moscow
sald the Soviet Union had scored
major gains al Geneva by gelt
ing Weslern leatders to discuss the
Berlin issue as a separate ilem
from the German problem as a
whole and by gelting Communist
FEast Germany scaled in the con-
ference room.

The observers said the Russians
apparently decided that an East-
West summit meeting would be
held without the Soviet Union pay-
Ing too high a price. The bare
bones of negotiations made il un-
necessary for the Communist
leaders to take onc-sided action
in Berlin.

Door Open

Khrushchev's speech  Friday
was regarded here as leaving the
door open for continued negotia-
tion and. Easl-Wesl compromises
despite his assertlon that contin-
uation of the occupation Lroops in
Berlin was unacceplable.

Diplomatic observers here be-
balieved the Soviel use of Lthe cal-
endar  was laken too literally
ahbroad and that the Western pow-
ers appeared too prone Lo use the
word “ultimatum' whenever the
Russians mentioned a time limit
for agreement.

The observers said it appeared
here thal the Russians mentioned

Price 5 Cents

FIRE STRIKES GHOST TOWN

Fire Tighting crews pour water on the charred remains of one of the 15

were
porte
and fell to the ground.

houses which

A;utled by wind-whipped flames al Pondosa Saturday afternoon. The fire was re-
to State Police from Medical Springs shortly hefore telephone lines melted

{Observer Photo)

13th Annual Elgin Stampede
Gets Underway With Kickoff

BY MAXINE NURMI
Observer Staff Writer

ELGIN (Special!=The 13th an-
nual Elgin Stampede gol underway
here Saturday night with a=kick:
off banquel and dance sponsored
by the Stampede Association,

Highlight of lhe evening cvenl
was the introduetion of the royal
courl for the 1950 Stampede.

Four petit young ladies were
presented Lo the large erowd which
assembled in the Stampede Hall,
They are Miss Ella Mae Denton,
Union; Miss Wanda Schaures,
La Grande; Miss Jordyce ‘Tameris
and Miss Celia Colelasure, both ol
Elgin.

One of these girls will be chosen
queen by the number of tickels
sold between now and the Coronas

certain dates just to gel negotia:
tions started ‘and to spark West-
ern_courner- propnsuls
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time the queen will be revealed.

tion Ball, set for July 18. Al thal

LAST MINUTE PREPARATION
Wilma Cason and Hazel Moore Fill Platter for Banquet

The stampede will be held July
25 - 26 pt the grounds in Elgin, The
various chalrmen have plannid a
full schedule of evenls and enter-
Ladnemnlt to fill both days. Speclal
evenls will include a comedy
trampoline act, starring the Lane
sisters and Homer.

Maurles Beck, Stampeders pre-
sidenl, called the meeting to order
and gave the welcome address,

Following the iniroduction of
the candidates, a quartet ol girls
danced a folk dance. Two dress-
ed in centennial dresses and (wo
in old fashioned male attire,

The queen  mother, Mildred
Harwood was [ntroduced. Casey
Keeler spoke briefly and introduc.
ed the press in atlendance.

Miss Shirley Miller sing (wo
vocals,  “Suddenly There's a
Valley" and “Red River Valley".
auccompanied at the piano by Mrs.

MeCall.

e e e B b ek s e oo e

Beck (hen introduced the |

luior past queen. Miss Arlene
Weatherspoon who spoke to the
candidates and gave a briel res.
ume on the 12 past queens and In-
troduced the ones in altendance.

Ken Lillard sang “Bless This
House' and an encore "Irish Lul-
laby" accompanied at the plano
ty Miss Elizabeth Easley,

The business session came lo a
close with announcement by Beck
of the tickel sale and a Stamped-
ers work day, (o ready the ground
for the Junior Rodeo.

Co-chairmen for the 1959 Rodeo
are Maurice Beck, Casoy Keoler
and Larry Folleft.

The group was dismissed and
went to the Elgin KP hsll where
tickels were counted out and pie-
tures laken by various pholograph-
ors, The tickel sale will be held
until prior to the Coronation Ball
sel for July 18 at the Stampede
hall.

“* ROYAL COURT FOR THE ELGIN STAMPEDE
Celia Colclasure, Jordyce Tameris, Ella Mea Denton, and Wanda Schaures
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RAVAGED

By BILL

buildings in this once thriving

miles southeast of La Grande.

Laturday and within an hour had|————————
taken firm hold on about half of
the town's 53 houses, a machine
shop and a plancr mill.

A strong wind {rom the West
fonned the flames which spread
from the northeast end of the hox
factory to the planer mill. Frem
there the wind.whipped bluze
gutted dwelling  heoiuses until
brought under control by [fire
fighters at ppproximately 5:30 p.
m.

Lone Pumper

A lone  walep pumper stood
guard Sunday afternoon in case
fire burst from the ashes, State
Police Sgl. R. C. White, of Bak-
er, said,

The [ire was reported by Ned
Foy of Medical Springs. As the
telephone reporl was being com-
pleted, telephone  lines bhelween
Medical Springs and Baker mell-
ed and fell Lo the ground, cutling
off all communication until State
Police artived on the scene,

Baker fire departinent and fire
fighting crews from the U, 5, For-
est Service and the Bureau of
Land Management joined in the
fight to contain the [lames
throughout the afternoon.

By 5 pm. there were 200 peo-
ple In the ghost town and the
Salvatiop, Army had arrived from
Baker to feed them.

Saves Belongings

The town's only residents, Mr,
and Mrs. Henry Schrock, lost
their house In the fire, Schrock
is the night watchman for Noerth-
wost Mdchinery Co. of Roseburg,
which bought most of Pondosa
when the town and mill were
sold by auction May 5.

Schrock managed to load the
family helongings into  plckup
trucks before flames claimed his
house which was  located 500
feet from where the fire broke
out,

Fire fighters worked in B0-de.
gree heat with Big Creek as the
only source of water. Sgl. Baker
sald that a bulldozer was used to
dam the little creek, which runs
through the heart of the town, Lo
enable the pumper to get waler on
the wind-whipped fames,

Baker said that silt in the
pumper prevented the fire fight
ers from saving more of the
bulldings.

Crew at Work

Robert Ridgeway, an employe
of the Northwest Machinery Co,,
was in the town with a crew of
four men when the fire started.
They were dismantling the equip-
ment in the mill buildings. Ridge-
way, police reported, had just re-
turned from lunch when the fire
was discovered,

Sea PONDOSA On Page 5

Flames broke out in the deserted mill luuu at 2

Ghost Town Of Pondosa Left
In Charred Ruins By Flames

OLD LUMBER TOWN

BY BLAZE

BEBOUT
Obeserver Staff Writer .
PONDOSA (Special) -— Fire levelled nearly half of the

and prosperous timber coun-

try town Saturday afternoon. All that remained today was
a few buildings and smolderi ing ruins.
Now a gost town, Pondosa is located

approximately 38

2 pm.

Secretary
Will Talk
To Nation

WASHINGTON (UPll— Seere
tary of State Christian A. Herter
annotineed after an hourong con-
ference with President Eisenbow-
or todiay that he will make a tel-
evision reporl to the American
people Tuesday night on the dead-
locked Geneva Conferonce.

Herter met  with  Eisenhower
and  Undersecretary €. Douglas
Dillon at a White House breakfast
meeting, He said his firkt hand
report o Eisenhower was couched
“in general terms' and Included
an evaluation of “where we are”
in the deadlocked foreign. mini-
slers negotintions al Geneva.

The secretary suid he would
make a detailed public report by
television Tuesday night. Details
of the Herter broadeast will be
announced loter.

Reporters asked Horter what he
thought of prospects for a sum-
mil.meeting this summer, .

Summit Net Discussed

The secretary declined lo haz-
ard an’ estimate, bul said a sumn-
mit eonference was nol discussed
with the Russians at all during |
the Geneva talks.

This was in line with Eisen- l
hower’s repeated public position |
that there must be some measur-
able progress al the foreign min-
isters’ conference as a prelimin-
ary to any top lovel meeting of
the major powers,

It was understood that Herter
gave Eisenhower an expert on-
the-scene  evaluation of  current
Russian toctics as reflected in
Geneva,

Residents Asked
To Cut Water Use

Residents were reminded not to
use water for washing cars and
watering lawns today.

The small reservoir south of town
is being filled today and water
these purposes will be avalla
tomorrow. The clesning of city
reservoirs will be a yearly project
according lo Fred Young, ecity
manuger.

While the reservolr was being
cleaned the cily alse placed tile
pipes in the area to drain & nearby
“"swampy condition." State Sani-
tary authorities requested the area
be drained before it becomes a
sanitation problem.

There is no waler shortage in
the city. Officinls merely wanted
to'insure an adequate water supply
in case of emergencies.

Young wanted to “thank people
for their fine cooperation  in
s'ackening off on waler usage over
the wu:kund w,

Shepard Dog Picked Up

By City Police Toda '

A lavge, yolllow and white shep.
herd dog was picked up by city
palice in the 1600 block on & gve.
this morning al 4:40, .

The dog was impounded and. no-
tiee posted in accordance wll}, ity
ordinanee No, 1029,

Bulletins

WASHINGTON (UPI) — Thq
Suprems Court ldlf donied

11 slayings.
Today's brief order l.m
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