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WEATHER

Partly cloudy today
rough Thursday. A few
owers at times. High both
ys 40-45. Low tonight 28

Daily except

Sunday
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Price 5 Cents

CongressFaces Space,
Economy Challenges

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The
new and bigger 86th Congress con-
vened today with a Democratic
leadership pledge of “responsible
service!" and a Republican minor-
ity operatlng under a changed
tommand in both the House and
Senate, )
“An economy challenge [rom
President Eisenhower and o space
clallenge from thé Russians were
expecled to dominate the firslt ses-

Winch
Used To
Free Man

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. (UPD—
A well-digger Lrapped in a ecave-
ih for nearly 13-hours clawed: his
way free from a stecl and sand
prison today with the help of a
winch,

Leslie Stafford Jr., 45, once
given up for dead, was trapped
at the 20-foot level of a narrow
four-foot diameter sump hole by
a steel sirip which pinned his
ankle and prevented rescuers
from pulling him out after lons
of gravel had been removed [rom
above him follewing the cave-in
at.3:22 pm. ps.t, Tuesday,

Cramped conditions and fear of
anpther cave-in made rescuers vir-
tually stop digging

He dug wilh his bare hands for
more than elght hours before he
was freed ardd was pulled from
the hole at 3:57 am, today,

The lerribly tired man, who had

buen forced to forego pain-easing
sedatives 5o he would be alert
enpugh to dig his way free, was
carried in a strelcher to a wait-
Ing ‘ambulance and taken to Bg-
kérsfisld Hospital,
Stalford's conditlon was veport=;
ed ps)satisfactory’ by Hospital doc-
ters who prajsed (he courage and
stamina. of the wiry 125-pound
well-digger,

A large hook was lowered in the
hole connected onto the metal
strip hblding up tons of gravel
and pressing on his ankle, A
winch to which the hook wus al-
tached by a steel cable managed
to It the metal a few. inches.

Girl Reaches
Contest Finals

Ruth Elmer, Cove High school
student and Union county rgpre-
sentative in the "I Epeak for De-
mocracy Contest,” has reached
the state: finals of the contest,
according Lo the Oregon Velerans
c¢f Foreign Wars newspaper.

The conlesl, co-sponsored by
the VFW and the National Broad-
cisting Company, is an  annual
affair, Miss Elmer won the coun-
1y and distriet contests, Her
{ape-recorded entry will be judg-
ed at the state finals,

She is the daughter of Mr, and
Mrs, Harvey Elmer of Cove,

Sperling Named
Toastmaster Prexy

Augy Sperling was elecled presi-
dent ol La Grande Toaslmaslers
club yesterday to complete the
term of Andy Gowen, who has
moved to The Dalles.

Gerald Strickler was  elecled
educational  vice-president and
Milo Van Blokland was named ad-
ministrative vice-president.

‘“Ten Years Ahead” was Don
Jordan's tople and Kelly Moore
spoke on “The Changing Labor
Picture."” Sperling was in charge
«of table topics with Raiph Beck as
chief evaluator:

Ladies night I8 set for 6:90 pan.,
“January 20 with Ralph Ward in
charge of the committce.

sion of the most overwhelmingly
Democratic Congress since New
Deal days. But sparks were ex-
pected to fly on such issups: as
efforts to curb Senote filibusters,
civil rights and labor legistation.

The Congress with which Eisen-
hower must deal in his last two
years in the While House is the
largest in history becouse of the
addition. of two senators and a
House member from the pew
state of Alaska.

A the gavels fell in bolh cham-
bers for Lhe opening, 84 Demo-
crats and 34 Republicans were on
hand in lhe Senate; 283 Demo-
erats and 153 Republicans in the
House.

Shortly before the Senate met,
Senate  Republicans elecled Sen,
Everett M. Dirksen of linois as
their leader and Sen. Thomas H.
Kuchel of California as whip. This
completed a GOP. congressional
leadership revamping that began
Tuesday when Rep. Charles A.
Halleck of Indiana ousted Rep.
Joseph W, Martin Jr. of Massach-
usetls from the Hopse leadership
he had held for 20 years.

Democrals operated under their
long established leadership
Speaker Sam Rayburn of Texas
Inthe House and Sen. Lyndon B,
Johnson of Texas in Lthe Senale.

The keynole of "responsible ser-
vice' was sounded by Johnson al
a parly cavcus prior to the cere-
monial first session,

Johnson called the new session
the “starting of a new era" for
Democrats. i

Johnson cautioned Democrats
against any Intraparty fighting
that may stem from.the antifili-
buster and eivil rights Issues.

Johnson chided the Eisenhower
administration’s leadership, say-
ing, "there is between the people
and their government & deficit of
vigor, a deficit of confidence and
a defielt of will." .

The Republican leadership cof-
troversy apparently ‘resulted in a
‘tompromise seltlement.” Dirksen,
an “old guard" nominee, defeat-
ed Sen. Jobn S. Cooper (R-Ky.),
the nominee of a liberal bloe.

Kuchel, however, came [rom
the liberal group, He defeated
Sen. Karl E, Mundt (R-8.D.) by
the samk 20 to 14 margin which
Dirksen had.

Dirksen takes over the duties
reviously held by Sen. William F,
Knowland of California who lost
a governorship bid last Noyember.

Before the opening gavel sound-
ed in both chambers, Eisenhower
and ‘top members of the admin-
Istration joined legislators of both
parties at a special prayer and
communion service at the National
Preshyterian Church. Rev. Fred-
erick Brown Harrls, Senate chap-
luin, offered special prayers for
the President and Congress in
their efforts to achieve world
peace and provide for the nation's
wellare.

OSC Honor Roll
Lists Local Boys

OREGON STATE COLLEGE —
Five La Grande students are listed
on the fall term scholostic honor
roll,

They are Larry D. Phillips,
Philllp R. wurbrick, Denis L.
Gray, Virgil L. Chaole and Morris
F. Richardson.

To be eligible for honor roll
listing, studenls must make at
least a B plus average for the
term.

Richardson was singled out for
special recognition as one of only
81 sludents -making , straight-A
grades. He is a senlor in the
school of pharmacy. His home
address js 601 N Avenue.

Phillips is a sophomore in agri-
culture, His home address is R.R.
1, Box 232, Zurbrick is also a
sophomore in agricullure. He lives
on Route 1, La Grande, Gray is a
sophomore in sclence. He lives at
1705 Cedar street. Choaste is a
graduate student in agriculture.

Urrutia’s
Men Take
Office

HAVANA (UPD President
Manuel Urrutia's ministers report-
ed to their offices for the first
time today to launch the revolu-
tiorlary government's program of |
reconstruction and reform.
Urrutia held his first formal
cabinet meeting Tuesday night,
just a few hours after he had dis-
solved the Cuban congress and an-
nounced he would rule by decree
for the next 18 maonths,

The new president has empha-
sized in his talks with nuwsmenl
hat his government would concen: |
frate on a broad program to raise
Cuba's living slandards, especintir'i
In the rurnl areas.

He planned to implement the!
96th of July Movement's land re-|
form program calling for breaking |
up of the state-owned lands into
five-acre parcels which would be
deeded Lo the tenant farmers now
working them.

The government also planned a
road rebulldipg program designed
to assist the sugar industry in
making its 1850 harvest, Another
project would facllitate the devel-
opment of the mining industry, es-
peclally Oriente Province,
Informed sources said Tuesday
night's cabinet meeting discussed
plans to dissolve all political|
parties that grew up in the Ba-
tista era and to disqualify for pub- |
lic office all candidates who ran

recent elections.

Urrutia's peace-making visit to
Havana University Tuesday to
honor  student members of the
Revolutionary Directorale appar-
ently solidified the divergent mi-
nority factions and left him and
Fidel Castro: free to concentrate
on government administration and

policy.

YouthActivities
Program Starts

' The local Vouth Activities winter
program will start in the La
Grande Junior' High school, al
7:30 p.m,, today and will be held
pach Wednesday through January
EM February, according to the co-
directors, Mrs, Bernice Meppen
and Mrs. Barbata Goss,

This is the annual Hobby Night
for. students, to take up a hobby
and recreation. They will meet In
the large gym and from there be
dismissed to Lhe various classes.
AL 8:80 p.m, they will again return
to the gym for an hour of recrea-
tional dancing, belng dismissed at
8:30, All clagses are under super-
vised leadership.

The final night, March 4, will be
parents’ night, They are being
invited to attend and observe Lhe
actlvities at that time,

Hobbles available will include
several new ones; beginning koil-
ting, photography, drama, archery,
and trampoline. Others still on the
list are; beginning and advanced
dancing, charm for girls, boys
cooking, fly tying, leather craft,
model planes, science, and rifle.

Mystery Blast
Wrecks Station

ROSEVILLE, Calif. (UPD)—Fire
officials were at o loss today lo
explain what caused a myslerious
explosion {hat shaltered a Paclfic
Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany repealer station, Inferrupting
transcontinental communieations
for an hour.

The blast took place Tuesday al
11:45 a.m. p.st, It shot the roof
of the repeater building 100 feev
into the alp, The roof landed on
the roof of the Fred Whitehead
home nearby.

The Whitehead family of four
was eating lunch ot the time.
None of them was injured.

The entire building, constructed
of Insulated rock wall and brick
was scaltered hundreds of feel,
Windows and light fixtures in

His home is al 2004 Onk.

nearby homes were shaltered

Major Issues Face New Congress

WASHINGTON (UP1)—Here are
major lssues [acing Congress.

Spending: President Eisenhower
_has promised a balanced budget
of about 77 billion' dollars and a
fight to hold down spending; some
of his recommendations—particu-
larly in his defense budgel-—are
sure o be too low to satisfy the
Democrats.

Civil Rights: The Senate prob-
ably will tighten s anti-fillbuster
rule a little, but leglslation in this
fleld is unlikely this year. )

: Democrate leaders will
prod the adminlstration lo move
faster in space exploration, con-
tending that vew urgency was

-
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given by the Soviel “lunik."

Fuqinn Policy: There will be
the perennial congressional fight
over cutting the foreign aid pro-
gram; Senate committees will be
husy Investigating disarmament
and other administration policies,

Laber: BHoth partics want new
laws to combat corruption in un-
jons, but there will be rugged bat-
tles over specifics.

Housing® Democrals want a far-
reaching housing bill with slum
clearance and other provisions to
replace the measure stalled by the
administralion last year,

Farm: There will be a search

for ways to keep the farmers hap-

py with a less expensive federal
farm program.

Inflation: A broad investigation
{y expected lo hunt for measures
to check rising prices and interest
rales, °

Depressed Arvas: New leglsia.
tion probably will be passed to re-
place the hill vetoed last year to
provide help ‘for .chrouically de-
pressed communities.

Taxes: Congress probably will
agree lo another ‘extension of
present corporate income and ex-
cise tax rales; it may be less
eager lo swallow the administra-
tion request for a 1z-cent increase

t .

under the Batista banner in the &

SAFETY MEASURE—Loren Blanchard, Green-
wood school principal, is shown inspecting work
en the second floor of the school to make the
bullding less of a fire trap, in accordance with
demands of parents and the State Fire Marshall
recently. Doors have been cut belween rooms so

into the second
new stairway is
the gymnasivm,

stalrway.

ef

{,'

\

\
story hall and stairway, and a
being installed leading vp from
Blanchard is shewn looking at

an old doorway from the library to a closef,
which has been closed off to make room for the

(Observer Photo)

WASHINGTON (UPI) The
United States today charged Rus-
sia with trying Lo "rewrite his-
tory'" to hide the [act thal the
Soviel encouraged Hitler's mili-
lary  ambitions and cleared (he
wiy for the Japanese atlack on
Pearl Harbor.

It also renewed charges that
Russia Is responsible for the con-
tinued division of Germany, (he
crisis In Berlin, and the trouble
and insecurity which has plagued
Europe since the end of Warld
War 1I.

The U.S. charges were contained
in a 63-page booklel released by
the Stale Department to refute al-
legations in Soviet Premier Nikila

Banners Tell
Red, 'Go Home'

CLEVELAND, Ohio (UPD
Soviel Depuly Premier Anastas [
Mikoyan arrived here today o
spend the day as a guest of [inon-
cier-industrialist Cyrus Eaton.
The Soviel official and his par-
ty were welcomed with a warm
handshake by Eaton, but banners
on a group of 100 cars, which as-
sembled at Hopkins Alrport two
hours before Mikoyan's arrival
llrlmz'n Washington, were not so cor-
dial.

MMikoyan —go home and Llake
Balon with you!" was one of the
sentiments expressed on plocards
carried by six organizations in the
protest demonstration.
Conspicious In the erowd were
llfe-si;c pictures of Mikoyan und
Esaton, bearing the caption: “Pol-
gonl!'" one banner read: ‘'Miko-
van —mass killer!"

More than 100 policemen were
on hand to guard Mikoyan and
the seven other Russians, includ-
ing Mikhail Menshikov, Russian
ambassador Lo Washington, and
Mikoyan's son, Sergo, but thore
was no indlcation of vielence.

Police Chief Frank Stery said
his men would nol interfers with
lhe protest demonstration unless
laws are broken, and a spokes-
man for the protesting groups,
mecling in o vacant store in the
Hungarian district, stressed that
“our demonstration: will he com-
pletely lawful. There will be no
violence." 1

McKinnis’ Go To Salem
Donald McKinnis, elected Nov.
4 o5 a stale representative from
this arca, and  Mrs, McKinnis,
left this morning for Salem,
McKinnis said he and his wife
wanted to gel settled in their
Salem apartment and become oce-
quainted with some of the rou:
line at the stale capitol before

in the gosoline tax.

the leglslative session” begins
next Monday. .

students could make an exit without going out

U.S. Charges Re_d_s Try
To  ‘Rewrite History’

Khrushchev's Nov. ‘27 note to the
western Big Three demanding they
eyocuate West Berlin,

The lengthy Russlan nole, whith
the allies have rejected, contained
A serics  of assertions that the
U. 8. and its allles had at one
time encournged Hitler and then
refused afler the war Lo cooperite
with Russia lo achieve Kuropean
securlly and prosperity.

Todoy's publication, deseribed
as “on analysis” of the Soviel
note, took up the Russian charges
one-by-one and knocked them down
by citing history und the stale-
ments of Russion leaders.

The State Department released
the analysis shortly after Soviet
Depuly Premler Anastas 1. Miko-
yan left. Washington following two
days of talks with officials, con-
gressmen, businessmen and labor
leaders, He left a trail of peace
hints.

The U, S. said that the Soviet
Union, during the time that Hitler
was in power, "not only main-
tained normal diplomatic and ec-
onomic relations wilh Germany
but also assisted in bullding up
a new German war machine,”

The document added that Rus-
sia's actions in every respect
“tended to encournge Hitler's mil-
itary ambitions."

The document also blamed Rus-
gia for playing a major role in
starting the Pacific war. It said
that “in April, 1941, the U.8.S.R,
signed a nculrality paet with the
Japanese ally of Hitler, thereby
clearing the way for the Pearl
Harbor attack on the United
States on Dec, 7, 1941."

C Of C Group Will
Broaden-Activities

Members of the National Affairs
commitlee of the Chamber of
Commerce (his morning opproved
a proposal to broaden their scope
of activities lo fnclude both na-
Hannl and state logislative mallors.

During he past year, the com-
mitlee, along with more than 1,000
similar  Chamber  commitlees
throughout the country, has studied
only national issues,

Co:-Chalrman Ken Lillard said
the broadening of the commiilee's
oclivities will' require the appoint-
ment of several ulher persons to
the committee. He noted (hol
anyone Interested in national or
state [ssues may participate In
the committee meeting, the first
and third Wednesday of each
month.

During the past year, the com-
miltee has studied national issues
and has made recommendations
to the Chamber board for the es-
tablishment of ‘Chamber of Com-
merce policy.

.
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Lumber View |
Optimistic
YA moderate’ feeling of opti-
mism is evident In Lhe logging
tind lumber industry with respect
to 1959, Ernest 0. Burrows,
manager of the local employment
agency sald In his monthly report,
Burrows also noted that unem-
ployment increased In December
“ap the usual rate for this season
of the year,! He sald unseagon:
nbly mild and wet weather caused
eurtuiliment of logging operationg
at  lower elevations. Weanther
conditions also caused the shut
down of three highway construes
Lion projects in the area with DO
men laid off.
The holidey sesnson and the
vpening of  Albertson’s grocery
store resulted In a slight retail
Irade employment gain, Burrows
reported. There was little change
in employment levels for service
industries and transportation, he
reported,
In connection  with the opti
mism in thelogging and lumber
industries, Burrows suid a fore.
cost of a 10 per cent increase
in home building, which would
incrense the demand for lumber,
is the reason for the “renewed
confidence” In the lumber indus:
try.

Bullding permits issued In La
Grande totaled $37480 In De-
cember, compared to $1,000 In
November and $2,150 In Decem-
ber, 1957,

Burrows sald he  expecls no
inerense In demand for workers
during the next 90 diays ‘exceptl
on # replieement busis. He sald
those replacements con be made
“ ., . from the 800 gquulified
workers now registerod with your
State Employment Serviee office;

Burrows alsp reported  that
noew claims fof unemployment in-
surance benefity in December ins
creased six per cent over Novem:
bor, and 12 per cenl over Decem:
hor, 1957,

Eight Injured
In Bus Upset

Elght porsons were iiured, three of
them seriously, early today when
a Greyhound bus bound for San
Diego hit an icy section of High.
way 1, 12 miles west of here and
rolled off the road.

Trooper Julion Fox of the Ulah,
Highway Patrol sald the south.
hound hus, carrying 15 passengers,
landed in @ borrow pit on the right
side of (he road. It traveled aboul
12 feel off the road and dropped
some 20 feet Into the pit.

Fox said one of the more seri-
ously Injured passengers was a
woman pinned between a luggage
rack and the celling of the bus.
It was necessnrcxlr fo cut jl:.'ﬂfn t:;a
luggage rack and remove, -
der o free the woman, Fox said.

| schools

“sehpol district in Baker county

&1, GEORGE, Utah (UPD 51

Education Plan Submitted

| ;‘Reorguniza_ti—on Group
{ Approves School Goal

page report waos drawn up at the
request of the reorganization com-

Union county superintendents of
last  mign proposed  an
“educational goal’ for this county
under the county school Foorguniza-
tion commiltee’s decision to pro-
pose putting ol school districts
in the county under o single nd-
ministration.

Lyle Riggs. Lo Grande superin:
tendent, was selectod by (he six
counly superintendents lo present
the educators’ plan Lo Uie reors

I
a

th

gonization committep  Thie four- | tion and other fiscal problems
T = T L guaplitl|
The superintendents sel up

School District
Exchange Set

A plan to the

U

Pl Pontlosa
und North Powder elementary
and secondary  school districts
and Muddy Creck Disleict 17 in
Union county was officially pro.
posed in a letler to (he Baker
county school reorganization’ com-
mittee last night.

The plan puts into writing o
verbal agreement between  the
two ecommittecs necording to
Thomas E, Lampkin, chalrman of
|the Union eounty committee,

The three districls under con-
sideration are now opernled as
joint Union-Buker school iy
tricts,

Unlon  county reorganization
commiltee members made It elear
in their lettey that the Pondo-
sa school distriel would be turn-
ed over to Baker county for in-
corporation in their reorganizn-
tion plan, provided only that Bak.
er county agrees that students in

1
hi

th
st

st

hi

cl

madesa part of the Unlon county
school diatelet,

Unlon county commiltes mem-
bers, meeling at the court houge
last night, took considerable time
discussing the exchange of the
districts which could materially
affect the school reorganization
plans of (he two counties,

North Powder area residents
reportedly not entirely satisfied
with the school reorganization
plan as drawn up by the state
legislature, The parents in thal
area would prefer to' have their||
area set up ns a separate school|
distriot, because of small popula:
tion and high lund valuation con:
slderations.

Lake Lowering
Set In Hunt

PORTLAND, Oro, (UPD—Army
Sngineers made plans lodey to
lower the water behind Bonneville
Dam to'begin a search with sonat
equipment for a missing family
that might have perished in the
Columbla River,

Mr. and Mrs. Keneth R, Martin
and their thrée daughters dlsap-
peared from their Portland home
Dec. 7 after setting out lo look
for ‘a Chrlsimas. tree.

Col. Walter, Winegar, Porflond
district engineer, said the loke
will be lowered from 73 [eet (n
68 feet at the rate of onedenth of
a foot per hour beginning at 8
am. Thursday. The dam Is 3
miles east of Portland,

This in turn will lower the Co
lumbia River, which flows Inlo
the loke, and enable authorities lo
use the sonar cquipment.

The equipment was flown Tues:
day to Portland hy the Maorine
Department of Bendix Avintion
Corporation of North Follywood:

Bendlx plant manager Walter P.
Rhea sald the sonar equipment
would detect any submerged ob-
dect, such as a station wagon.

Députles planned to go oul in
a boat Friday or Saturdey wilh
the équipment. Meanwhile, o hell:
copter will scan (he river from
the glr, and deputies from six
Oregon and Washington,, countlos
Wil search by Tand,
Theonly: clite: since the disup:
pearance of the Martin family has

Nt gasoline credit purchase
recelpt, T shows Martin bought
five ‘gallens of gus al! Gusoade

ke easl of Portland the day
the family vanished,

d

C

I.illvnﬂONS COMPLETE
reservations  have been
tompleted for the “Ham" rudio

neeling  Fridiy  niehl at the
home of Mr. and  Mrs. Gordon
Clarke,

- Final plans have

bheen made
lor the, potluck

dinnér In  the

delermining which students should
attend various: schools under a sin-
gle district plan,

cation is o complex process,'" and

problem by recognizing the need
for sound education first, and taxa-

“goals for -education” which they
said would ifprove education in

ective of a school; the said, should
be tb foster intallectual growth.

intendents suggested

be
“corps of competent , . . teachers
who are dedicaled to their tasks';

enough to provide adeguate “in-

buildings; and the district should '
provide a competent administration .

ed that “Union county is falling *
many of ils children and paying &

tional program. They said one and
Lwo room schools *'. .

ence for the children unjess the, .
leicher,"

the North Powder and Muddy|of teachers in' small schoold, coin-:
Creck (School District 17) area be|petent supervision 1s notmow avail-*
able for small: schools, and stu-1.

school  because of their
preparation In some flelds,
it difficult for them to compete;
with other puplls, %

Cove, and North Powdér, pi
problems of wasted money,
talent,

problems. They also noted Dr.
James B, Connant's recommenda-

each year., Connant, who recently
completed @& two-year study o
American schools, i5 a rec E

authority In the fleld of education.

counly school district into effect
the local educators recommended
thet Alicel puplls be taken to
Imbler, except. those on Elgin or
Cove bus routes. Palmer juncfluu
students should be transported

Elgin; Frultdale district should be
split between Island City, and La
Grande: (with parents to establish
the division line); Ladd
puplls to be transported to La
Grande and Telocasel pupils cobn-

nittee which had come up against
“stonewnll’" in connection with

The educators noted that 'edu-

ey said they approached the

nion' ‘county. The primary ob-

To carry oul this the super-
ma&l_t 21l dis-
iels should have grades through
gh school; the district should
lorge enough (o provide &

¢ digtrict should be wealthy

riiction materials, equipment and -

aff, g
The supcrintendents also report- |

gh cost for an Inadequate eduda-

. are’provid-
g a meager éducational experi-, !
illdren: have an unusually gifted;

o

There I8 a loo rapld tqﬁot«:g

ents now loge Interést’ in ‘high:
aKing

The educators also reported that
the small high schodls of Imbler, .
t

£5

and wasted ability,
ause of some of the above

fon that high schools have st least
00 students in its graduating clags

In order to put ‘the single

Canyon

tinue at Union High School,
Some schools would need i-
tlonal classrooms to put the pl

inig' effect, the superintendentd
gald, . 1

Members of the schook reof-
ganitation committee congratujats
ed the superintendents for the
work In drawing up the educational
plan &nd Les Kelfer of La Grande,
an advisor to the committee, sug-
gesled the reorganization’ ‘com-
mitee use the educators’ plan, as
4 gilde in the reorganization, of
Unlen county. school districts. DALl
members present volced apprgval
of the educational plan as outlined
by (e superintendents: ]

Red Guns Hurl Ba

TA!PEI {UPI) — CM
shoro guns hurled saturation
rages ot the Quemoy outposk
lands today. reopening the “war
of the Formosa Strait," *
nese Nationnlist. Defense /A
annotineet. " ;

Distribution
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Olarke home where local amateur

o social. meeting and  dlscuss

bt ot e Bt i

Yadlo operators will gather for
K of:general [interest to the'| SU
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