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Who Killed Co ck Robin?

FYENING OHSERYER'S
PROGRESSE PROGRAM

IRRIGATION-—Complete the {Erumlr
Ronde Valley irrigation projeel,

LA GRANDE — A city of 10,000
Hxetend the eity limits

THOUGHT 'OR TODAY

Some maladies arve vich and precions
and only to beaequived by the vight o
inheritance or purchased with gold.—-
ITwithorne,

Comforting Conversion

Proluthily the feeling
cration has  about its
racehanicnl aehicvenents I4 flatural, We
of today turn o pitying vlnnee upon
the past, wondering how grindpy got
without our wonderful gadgets
convenienee, efficieney and
doubt our

mch new gen-

seientifie and

alony
of specd,

fimisement. No nneeslors

of & hundred and two htl!ll11'l'<| Vents
figo et the same way  about  then
prandfathers,

There is some perplexily, of course,
mixed with the present  generntion s
pride, For ol o satistaetion in the
atom homb, in superior  plages, elec-
tronies and complicated, offective
medans of slioghter, there are Liges
when the more thowehtful bocome o

lttle: Trightened
fentity

nL edntemporary in-

Ak un ntidote Tor thsl vague dis-
et we Yeepmmend Ue announeonyen
by e Granmoan aiveraft puople
appeseed o the papers: the othey di

TE st et Gy fmman, whieh (Had:suel
tord b Foband by flchytey gl fi
the v Bt e s oseinees into
CanOeR gluminum anes

Funny Business

They sound pretty good, too. For one

thinge, thev're lighter than the present
wanoe. They've also sturdy,  1's claim-

ed that you'd have to fire a bullet
through' one in order to puneture it
That should allow daring woodsmen to
shioot toek-filled vapidd with  gredter
confidence, and «till not interfere with
the canoe's more asual ehore of toting
younge men and their best givls over
fbonlit lukes,

What's more, the aluminm eance is
advertised as porcupine-proof.

That's interesting, But what interests
g more is the Grumman people's pos-
sibile vegetion to their new prodiet,

The Greamman peopie; like ather air-
eraft manufueturers, have spent the
last five yvedrs in s race afainst ohso.
lescence. Wiar's swift prée sometimes
i new airplane outmoded befors
got into the air. The test of
hattle and the enemy manufacturers'
mgenttity ealled for constant improve-
ments wnd refinements, or basic ehanguos
i design, power o armament,

Now, converting to canoes, the Grani-
i people can telax,  Their seheme of
muking them from aliminim is the see-
oned iniprovement in the eanoe sinee Hia-
watha's time, The only previous eliange
was wlso i material, from bivehbark (o
wood snd eanvas, The design has ve-
muired the same,

SNy Lhe

e
it evey

Grimman  engineers won't

have 1o alter th o inal i‘llll'i‘l'i]ll“

HEWOorEe abwat obhsoleseence, We rather
suspel Uhat the Gromiman peaple find
seme comfort in eontemplating  theh
mew o] snd reflseting that, 'for all
ue cleverness criips we  modons
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Washlrfgton Merry Go-Round

By DREW PEAREGN .

WASHINGTON — Unlike the proverbal
wise-crack about the first hundred days of
matrimony, the first hundred doys of the
life of any president are the easiest,

Today Harry Truman begins the second
half of his first year in the White House and
alresdy he hos begun to feel the pinch of
inereasing trouble, Here is the report card
on how he has done so far,

POLITICS — Politically, Harry has out-
ghone the “old master,” He has steercd o
medium course between southern reaction-
aries ond big ciy liberals, kept his {ingors
on the pulse of the country, steiven for no-
tionnl unity, und leaned ovep so far to pleasy
cohgress iUs nlmost become o zin. You can't
pledse both sides indefinitely, however, and
the time has just aboul come when Truman
will have to choose between the libeérals and
the conseryatives,

CABINET—Taken man for man, Truman’s
cabinet is better than Roosevelt's. Truman
belleyves In delegating  tedponsibility and
eliminating too mueh centralized control,
His cabinet, however, has ance administra-
tive weakriess, Most of its members served
timé in congress; therefore, have drifted Into
the bad habit of spending more time shok-
ing hunds with visitors than running their
department, Important administrative prob-
lems are muffed becauge the cabinet chiefs
dimily don't have time both (o talk to peo-
ple and make decisions,

WHITE HOUSE EFFICIENCY — Truman
a0 far hos operated o more officient admin-
istration than Roosevelt, He likes to decide
things guieckly, docsn't let them hang fire.
Sometimes this gets him Into trouble, g5 in
the coge of his statement that 4l lend-lease
would be forgiven—in pronouncement later
publiely reversed by Seeretary of State
By rnes.

FRIENDS—Thisx may be Harry Truman's
waterloo. He loves convivial friends; isn't ol-
ways too garcful how he picks them; is in-
tensely loyal, whoever they are. I vou serv-
o with Harry in the Missourl national gunrd
or in battery D, or helped him in the old
Pendergast doys or in his campaiggn for vice
president; he doesn’t forget iL. Roosevelt put
principles before friends, Truman puts
friends before principles. One old friend, Ed-
wiird MeKim, o Nebraska insurance man,
got him into trouble. Another insurance
friend, George Allen, the Mississippl jester,
iz likely to get him into more,

ARMY-NAVY—Ax head of the senate in-
vestigating committee, Truman got signifl-
feant insight into the war and navy depart-
nients: He khew their faults and foilings
better than most. But, as president, he has
done nlmost nothing to clean house, This
may eause him irouble amohg several mil-
llon CGils who know whaot's whal inside the
army and navy.

g Pearl Harbor Whilewash?

Up on capitol Hill, certain solons have
dlstovered that hindsight s better than fore-
sight regarding the appointment of & com-
mittée counsel fon the Pearl Hurbor probe,
The man they selected is William D. Mit-
chell, attorney general in the Hoover admin-
Istration.

But it is now remembered when Herbert
Hoover and General MacArthur drove 16,
000 Bonus veterans out of Washington, Mit-
chell was called upon to whitewash it—
which he did,

Hoover sent hig nitorney general out 1o
the: Ameriean Legion conventlon at Port-
lsnd, Ore. Mitehell gave such o pleture of
the bonus army eviction Washington police
chief, Gen. Pelham D. Glassford, prepared
4 dupument, published nationnlly, contradict-
ing Mitchell,

Some solons are wondering whether the
forthcoming Mitchell réport on' Pear! Har-
hor will be another whitewash,

Capital Chalf

The war department hos just received o
letter from the giant Texas cotton broker,
Anderson, Clayton & Co., seking permission
to reopen their branch in Osaka, Jupan, The
war department, after eonsidiring enrvefully,
decided it was o matter for the state de-
partment, So the letter was sent to the head
af the economic section of the state depart-
ment, who is Will Clayton, senior purtner in
Anderson, Clayton. Wonder what his deci-
sion will be . . Tt was only ut the last min:
ute thot the nuvy wos given the job of tok-
Ing over strike-bound woil plants instead of
the petroleum administration for war, Orig-
inally PAW was to do the job, but lahor
leaders protested the PAW was packed with
big oll company executives. So lnst week,
navy officers spent most ‘of one night at
PAW offices, changing alrendy prepared tel-
sgrams to read U, S, Navy" instead of
“PAW" , . . Reconversion czar John Snyder
has recommencded to President Traman a sel
of mediation boards for each strike-threost-
ened industry. These boards would Investi-
gate how much wages have dropped in each
industry ond recommended what wage in-
crenses were necessary to moke up for in-
crémsed living costs; ete. What Truman will
do about the recommenddtion js still unds-
elded . Maj. Gen. Stephen G, Henry, as-
sigtant chief of staff and General Marshall's
chief alde on army personnel, has been over-
seas making o quick study of the discharge
system. War department brass: hats at Inst
have woken up to the rebelliousness of en-
listed men over discharge incefficlency. Gen-
eral Henry hopes (o speed it bp . .. The army
is kecping doctors in Panaoma despite 103
points and three years' service, Meanwhile
the shorfags of civilinn dociors in the U, S.
A, continues,

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

“Don’t you rather hate to see your hus-
band swap his uniform for civilian clothes?
Most men look =0 much better in uniform,”
thit bright, young thing said to the war
wile whose husband had at last won his
right to n discharge button.

“"NOT ON YOUR LIFE," sld the wife. "It
wns in g uniform that he Jeft us threée vears
uflo.

“It was in a imiform he said goodbye be-
fore sailing {or overscas.

“It was in o uniform | saw him when 1
had nightmate pictures of his being wound-
ed. of his never coming back.

YIt % only In uniform that his young son
knows him—and most of thet familiarity is
with o photograph.

A uniform interrupted my husband's
rarect, It cost us the home we had to =ell
when he went into serviee

It put yours of

separation ond unshared experience between
us: It caused me more loneliness and wor-
ry thon [ have ever Rrown,

“But while o wir wis being fought 1 was
provd of the uniform—in spite of all it did
to our security and cstablished life.

“But the war is over now—and I'm glad
fo see the uniform go into moth balls.

“My husband has never looked as hond-
some &s he does now—so fur as I'm concern-
ed—in that brand-new civilian suit,

“It means he belongs to Us onee moye—
instead of belonging to the army

“It means we can hegin to rebuild our life
again—to make plans on our own, to share
again the experience of living.

“To every other woman a man may look
better in o uniform. Bul to his wife he never
looked so good as in the first civilinn suit
he puts on when his days of wearng a uni-
form are over.”

Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Observer Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON—Congross is investignting
whether ormy  officers have suffered
ampuiations are being better fitted with ar-
tificial himbs than enlisted men;, who have
loat logs and ayms,

Fvidence that this situstion might exist
pecently came to the attention of the house
sibrommittee on ald 1o the physically hand-

who

icappid. Tht war depirtment was present.
nR its witndsds—mao: {fleers who NYad
gotten artificlal Hmbs and seported that they
weore well satisfied them—1io lestify

before the oommittes, A
who had been gaven arifu

ouple of ex-Gls
al legs and were

trving to work in o steel mill in Baltimore
heard about the hearing: and decided to
prosent the side of the ruse.

One of them charged Sat the men who

fitted th rtificial dey catered more 1o
afficers. Unless you come from @ apecial
family Ho has enough money o buy you

‘g it looks like vou have 1o put
of these " he said.

your own
Up with me

He sold the leg thie sy had given him
neve t propecly an 1 Yad been Riving
him s0 meh trouble he wasn't able 1o make
enough oney ‘o Supp himself

The othor wvoteran ali charged officers
got better Wgs and Dettos it He said he
had 10 Wive four opetutions after he left the
army. He sald his tR | fit pourly al-
though I fad Grrproved it by whirtling part
of it himrel! Heosald e knew of seores. of
neen. In the hospital with him resovering
from amputations wha noy gre exuemely
disgatisfiod with then actfieisl arma and
legs

From the testariny {1 cse tiyo men abd
hier infoomation he gao dd, Rep. Augus:

te B Redew . Fenn chairman of ihe
<'o||m:"ﬂ'pm (] gt o » wttom of this

allaged picivren b dpm .m.u‘u'_ﬂ“f‘

Kelley also sald that heatings before his
grovup demoenstrated thiat the artificia] limb
business was in the “horse and buggy area.”

Among the most informative
presented 1o the committee was that fur-
nished by Williamy H. Jacohs, an attorney
in the departmoent of justice. He lost his log

testimony

a few inches below the hip falling oft o
wagon when he was a child, Sinee then, he
has followed progress of the artificlal leg

business yver v I‘]HP\‘]_\'.

He sivs that there have been only two
major ovements in artificial legs in the
last r&. One is the use of light 141
and the other ts “hip control” Hip control

ig the us¢ of a friction knee Joint combined
with & belt that goes around the body just
below the belt

For persons who have amputations above
the knee weight of the leg is ong
most important factors, Jacobs told the com
mittee he had had six artifical logs :
he found one that was satisfactory. And t
one He had, he improved after it came from
the faciory by drilling holes in it anid re-
ducing the weight,

Other persons appearing before th
mitlee said that they had made many
provements in their artificial legs wit
gadgets the had invented themeely
man deseribed a8 device whiek
knwe joial when he stood up. He
and soon expects to put it on the t

Rep. Kellew belteves that e government
must subsidize the artifwial limb
and pay for research in improveme
veterans will comtine to e disatiafieg with
the arms and logs (hey B8 W sulstituie for
the ones they lost

ThHe Nutionial Research coun warking
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WEiNGEs

Side Glances '

COML 1541 BT WL SER

“OH, there are los of things to talk aboul with a refurned soldier
—tell him how you appreciate the nice thiigs viclory brings us,

nylons, for instancel”
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® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E! McKENNEY

America’'s Card Authority

CZECHS PLAY SMART
HAND OF BRIDGE

I want to thank Dr. Paul Stern,
general secretary of the Tourna-
ment Bridgs association of Lon-
don, Englund, for the hands he
sent aver to us during the war,
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1 & 2d 14 Pass
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iv Pass  Pass  Double
Opening—d K, 15
Let ue Hope that, before long

English dnd Americnn plovers
will have an opportunity lo con:
pete against eoch other,
Today's hand is ore of § new
group from Dp, St and  wus
played by Dr, P, Cr . Toymer

® BARBS

People who bet usually find
out that most race horses go
‘round in cireles that get np-
where

The first batch of 1045 Income
tox relurns has been reléased and
the only change i= o slightly dif-
ferent type. You can, however,
still read 'em and weep.

Puzzled over the price ceiling,
the New York State Farm Burenu

Federation wants the lid taken
off of sauerkraut, Is that being
nice to the neighbors?

The clevator strike in New
York brought one main thought:
Ted's got it over with and give
the riders a lift.

Pregident Truman received an
ancient peace pipe ffom the Sioux
tribe of South Duakota. No. the
Indinns givers do not inlend to
tuke it back.

representative ployver of Czecho-
slovakin, The nee of eclubs won
the first triek, o spade was led
and wan by Enst with the I»cir:u
The nine of clubs caome Baek unid
South trumped, Thé aee ol apades
was cashed, but the next spude,
ruffed with dummy’s seven, was
wer-ruffed by Esst with the
eight. Bast returred another club
which South ruffed with the
thrae of hearts, King and ace of
digmonds were cashed, and the !
thitd dinmond ruffed with the |
six of hontts. Déelirey Jed the
nine of hedarts to Lhe aep pnd
cushed the ton of dinmonds, dis.
carding the six of s Eight
of clubs wos played, and South
wits able miake his queen of [
haaris for the tenth triek

e IN FORMER
YEARS

Thirty Years Ago—

A party of 14 La Gronders to.
tay ignored the fact that“it wig
the 13th of the month. and on-
Joved the drive to Beaver cresk
which I roeent weeks hag he-
come almoast purely o pleasure
frip, voplote with seenie nttrpes
tions

There hits been shipped out of
Cove and Union during the past
12 davs 40 cars of frosh ITtalinn
prunes.

e s,

Tax poayers held o mass moets ]
ing in the city hall last night to g
diseuss the Sunday closing law. ’i
As hug been the tenor of distus-
sion throughout the whole propa- )
gantdn for Sunday cloging, the ob- )
jections raised were not almed 4§t
the muin features or the prinei-
ples involved, but at that phuse
which scems 1o permit drug |
st and hakeri to compete |
with the cigny dealers and con-
fectioneries. .

Fifteen Yoars Ago—

Dircoting o strong oral ottack
on Senator Charles MeNary and
presenting his platform, *Elton
Wiitkins of Portland opefied his
senntorial f‘Jlmh:liln in_ eastern
Oregon vesterday, doliveting two

tilks .
Ten Years Ago— S g
Jean Ann Richards of , Union

was (oubly rewnrded at Portland
when her Herford was judged
grand champion steer ih the 4-H
elub division of the Pacilic In-
ternational. Besides (he title she
won high praise from Gvernor
Marlin

This Curious World

-

JAVERSATILE JAGUAR
OF SOUTH AMERICA, UNLIKE
OTHER CATS, £ /AES 7O SWI,
AND PREYS UPON FISH IN THE

RIVERS AS WELL AS UPON

RELATIVELY FEW

INSZCT MOTHERS
EVER SEE THEIR

ROWN-UP CHILDREN,
TS u b rat, T,

NEXT: What Artstotl

MONKEYS HigH IN THE TREETOPS, |

["y0u PusH A CORK Loww i
HOTTLE TO CORK IT L8, fw

T/SET, HARRY €. ZIMMERMAN,;

5:.' e P /fflf}vénw’




