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I ‘
SPENT the firsi two years of my
lte shuttling between  Now |

York, Californis, nod Hawail, I

where my mothor goupht to re-|

giln her health, SHe lpd been |
serioualy 11 after I was borm, and |
futher never wanted her {o return
{o the opernlic gthge, Her detor- |
mination fo do so, however, cre-
ated a break bolween them thod
widened with the yes until they
evenitinlly Became sopnrled |

This situation wobs o great griof
to my father nnd mode him un- |
happy on my account, for 1 never |
had » home Hfe in the o
most people think of one.
to gy, I ean not yemomber o
single warmly farailloe spot from
which 1 eould gt cut or to which
I could retiurn,

I was two vears old when we
sifled to Burope to Jaln my graned-
mother, then at the helght of her
theatricnl triumphs. My  brotlier
wai sent to sehool in Englnnd
while mother resumed her singing,

Mother and grandmama often
told mo sbout my first nppearines
on any singe, It happened during
the year of 1008 in Turin, Italy
Jother was singing there in Puc-
einl's operas in' un offort to eon-
dition her voice for heavier roles
after her long illness, ‘e ehild
used in the last acl of "Madnmo
Bulterfly' to impersonile the baby
wns taken ill during the perform-
anee, Grandmaoma, o hound  for
punishment, offered my Bervives
g o solution to the dilermma,

I was, of eourse, ton smoll to
walle properly nnd used to do mogt

of my travellng by erawling on the
flook, In the last net of Uie bpo
Madame Butlerfly sets {he child |
in the middle of the stoge and |
glves him Amerienn and Jupanes
flags 1o ploy with, then retires

hara-kirl and sings the avia, “7
colo’ Idolo, Addica" This s

the budienes Iy supposcd lo be

1ol o
behind o gereen upstage to commit | and face moments

the | have alw
“Ypuneh of the whole opern, and {n hondicag
tended) but oot

{Ilyntrated by Georga Bourlio)

O the day of the ballet examination, I overdld a leap, last my
balanee, and landed flat on my “tutu® in o sitting position amid o

hoorrified siloneds,

nnd becauso [ fuui.zﬁl with muost
af the pupils, especially. o boy
pliencsmenon who pliased the plana
and waore thiclk glagsea, T don't
rumember much nbout 1Y, but I
think I mus have done o good job
on Nhim, beesuwse they took me

away alter that to another school

for o year, whoere I progressed lo
musie nnd Illllljllﬂk',l‘ﬁ.
The Nelldova Ballel Schaonl held

examinntions in doneing which
were decigive  for professional
Jlehildeen, sind  the weoks before

ehild but hottled up my emotions,
which mnde matters worse.

There is a movement in ballet
eatled o “gramnde jotee,” really very
simple, needing only balance on
arvival. Unfortunntely I overdid it
when I slopped on my toe, lost my
balanee, and landed fat on my
St in a =itling position amid a
harrified silence.

All the same they passed me,
for I eventually recovered my
composure fnd outdld the olher
pupils in o "Pizzleato” by Drigo,

them  were filled with  constant | on my toes, which were always my

noggings

and glopplngs from my

ndmother, on the TEf
potl the ainlld" principle

with my moth
loplored my hands, I
s hod powerful hands,
i in ballet (no pun in-
for plang, 1

whiltt &he

filled with deep emotion, Although | played extremoly well for a child,

usedd Lo peculior nojses in thenters, |
the row mother wi
hind the sereen ore
aglty, I probubly thoughit some one
wog murdering her and she needed |
Help, so I turned my back on the
footlights and started to orawl 1o«
ward the gereen onomy hands nnd | ¢
enees, showing o the audipnce o

mnking be- | n concert pinnist
pd my euri- prultar from grandmother, the con-
certing and banjo for fun

ind they 1old mother 1 could be
I lparned the

They
ind 1

warwarked moe gt homo,
a alwoys tired nnd cold.
There were  long  dipcussions
ibout my appearance. Mothor de-
dded T ohed good  feot nnd ayes,

Httle pnir of white butlocks, Dt greandimnma thought me hoje-
It stopped the show, less, on peeount of my Irish bl
S 2 e inferiority complex b

WAS' fve-pnd-n-half yeorg old

whon we arrived in Russi

1 gcommenced  bollet s al
motit at once, going o o ool
for children kept by an old Frenoly
womnn, Modome Verdain, 1do not
Kave any of the usual hoppy ¢hild.
hood revollections about the plhce
but remember there Wiy alwnys
Ruesion priest in  bBlock  robos
snealking In and out of doorways,

and my grandmoether slapped ma | oo
CIT TR (R A

almiel overy time she
coll for me, becanse i1 was

Belty!

o cold

un by theaws ¢

white “tuta' with rige

wlams nearly cost
i iy oxam. In addition, there
wore arguments over my dress, o
i,

i e examiition doy ey
twedkoed atid pokeed ot e for a
hour before ' daneod, until T wng

pomplotely worn out; then moathe

atodown with the teachers and
old  gentlemen ' who
halletomones™

1 < I‘-\'i'-'\-l'

rneld wiint oul

eldam eried hs i
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"
AI"‘I‘I-ZII o performonee of "Boris
== Godunov” In Moscow, mother
beenme very il with n sore throat
that developed Into quinsy, Grand-
Bve up contrne 1o nurse
d ns the allo ceomy
enuld send was not enough
much expense, we gradually
¢ Mhanelally  emborrassed.
Prir SoltikofT, nn old friend
ol mother's, took me 1o stay with
her.

After hor [liness, mothor went
with grandmpmn for some time,
to regnin her henlth in the warmer
clhmate of the Crimea, and on her
roturn i owas decided something
hoel 1 be done with me, T think
mother must hove been too i1l to
onsulted about the future, but
viously T could not aecept the
hospitality. of 'Princess  SoltikofT
indofinitely, so grondmamna took
the situntlon in hand, arcanging
for me (o work In o ehildren's

trompe  eallod  the  “Ograinsky
Waonder  Children”  Oxrainsky,
owner and  director, agreed o
train ‘'me, tnd I wax to redeive a

smnll salbry for my work in the

nety for o period of three vears,

the contenct then to be renewed.
(To Be Conlinued)
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With Major Hoople

F‘ IF YOU DONT T iy WIG 2 EGAD, TIM! You MM COUSIN_ &2
A  MIND A i+ ARE PERFECTLY AWARE ?SAR\HS USED
7] PERSONAL MY HAIR |5 AS NATURAL TO TINT KIS
7} QLESTION, AS PRAIRIE GRASSS POMPADOUR
MAJIOR, NO, BOYS, (N REALITY WHEN HE

HOoW come HOLLYWOOD HAS OFFERED

THE FADED ME A FABULOUS SUM

MANE ¢ DID TO PLAY "THE OLD

YOoU DROP MASTER," AND TM

YoUR W& EXPERIMENTING

IN THE WITH DISGUISES!

ELOLR BINYG ) e

Boots and Her Buddies

[ SOMEONE TRYING T0 BE FIRST
10 WELCOME US INTO Thg
NE\GHBORHOOD Y1) BET! GEE,

[ HIYOR )L ADY

=ty .

1 HOPE THEY WKE ME!

U]

/I:JENR\{, L WANT You
APPEAL TO FRECKLES
WD HAVE HIM RELEASE
..... i

ME FROM THE HOLD
HE HAS, _ 1

Y/
Z

THIS one! THE KIDS H
GOT THE NEGATIVE | g

You

O NOT AnSw
A Y A

Out Our Woy

J. R. Williams

% HAH=rH=H-n/ THAT'S NOTHIN-- \
NOT MUCH, | TARE OFF TH | I'M HORSE-
BUT A LITTLE | POINTS ANY FOUNDERED
| 1 Bir--MoNTH | FASTER-DID / AN WONT BE (e
BY MONTH VoLl EVER TH' SAME - E,L‘_EE
TH HAM IS | SEE A GRAIN- L Tl BE sus- HrH
GITTIN'A )\ FOUNDERED Ficious oF /LI
sLITTLE HORSE? THEYRE | ALL MEAT :
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HEROES ARE MADE =NOT BO

THEY COULDN'T
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By Edgar Martin

'| LETSA
Léo )

THE FUNNIEST | MIND
PICTURE L
\EVER SAW/

(CH!EF. THATS | Never

TO SENOR BL

'BF COURSE I Speak |NouRe )
To HiM ! A BIG
WHO TOOK. THAT
WONDERFUL PICTURE

Merrill Blosse

TLL ASK HiM WELP?
ELP!
[ L)

By Leslie Turner &
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JAP MASOR GENERAL! HE SAYS HE WANTS TC

I SURRENDER
~ 4 i

[(NO TRICK! PRINCE RUKLANTC PLEASE
TO SURRENDER ! TAKE ME AT ONCE

TO COMMANDING OFFICER!
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