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F I woan'{ bum preclisely In llu

{raditional dressing room {runk,
it was the next best thing, for I
apent the first years of my lfe in
theater and circus dressing rooms
in many lands, pluying between
wardrobe trunks and slumbering
In) an o atmokphere of  greasepaint
with the distapt throb uf the or-
chestra us my lulluby,

Grondmother gften told me that
I had bLeen inconslderate enough
fo #rrive In the world feet first
But perhaps T ghould begin ot the
beginning. . . .

I was born on Junuary 18, 1908,
in Wheeling, West Vieginia, dur-
ing one of the wildest storms and
coldest winters ever known in that
reglon, Mother was visiting my
grindmother, who wos ngsembling
her company for the southorn tour
of the Sells-Floto Clreus, Wheel-
Ing belug In those days o sort of
tuking-off polnt for acls golng
south for the winter circus dotes.

My father wos (n Cunndo, and
mother hud intended Jolning him
for the “Dlessed event,' but I waus
born three weelks premuturely, the
result of an accident mother ox-
perfenced while out driving with
grandmpma, In. which she ULroke
her wrist. The shoek not only pre-
cipltited my birth but  eaused
complications  which nearly cost
mother her life.

My mother, Sofin Orwnldo, wos
on excepdingly beautiful woman,
with' & dead-white skin and cop-
per-colored Haly thal contenstod
stranpely with her vividly green
eyes, She wos very tiny, with ex-
quisite JHtlle feet but ugly hands
of  which ahe wog  morbidly
ashamed, especinlly when this de-
fect wor reproduced In me,

Grandmnma used 1o say that

danoe ;;m[o'.\'ninﬂuﬂn, a0 CGrrandma

put Spain g "La Maravilln" (the
Marvel). Her diminutive preen
sutin gipp are still presgrved
in o ploss i in the Popodn de In
Sangre, an anclent hangout of
bullfighters in the gypsy quorter
of Seville, where the nutographed
daneing  slippers of mony reat
duncers of Spain ore reverently
kapt, together with the glowering
Black hends of famous buds,

Grandmamn's malden namo was
i Hoell de Delgado, and her
pndd, my grandfather, wos

mother wok o goventh child «f n

seventh ehild nnd os o result hod
second might. 1 don't know just
how true thig is, but mother in-
glsted thut ghe encountered ghoat
wlmaost everywhere we went, often
announcing she had Just seen Y Tio
Enrique,” n fovorite unele, or som
other defunct relative wha
his regards 10 overybods ils
happenod so froquently we . oven-

ually took It us o motter of
colirse,
In ondditlon to  her heaoty,

mother hod o magnifcent sopriano
volee and was n fnished musicion
She played both plano and gulto
perfectly and hod o vast knowl-
cdge of music. She hod mode
considerable reputation for herself
48 o concert nnd greand opern
singer, under the stage name of
Murin de Lisle, both in Europe and
in the American, She hod a child-
ish digregard for the practienl
things in lifte, living only faor
music, yot shie wus devoted to mo,
and looking back, T have o feeling
of intenge admirvatlon for her and
the things for which she Stood.
In appenroncs she wan Aolully
different from my grandmother,
who waa nlso very tiny but with o
dork, olmost orlental beauly fre-
quently seen in the Andalusian
gypales, lovely feet and hands, and
Jet=bluck hair g0 long she
ulmost stand on it. She ur
bluck Cuban cigors incessi
loved to gumble, and, lke nll }t\].
sles, preferred to "borrow" rather
than buy anything she wonted,
L] - L
RANDMOTHER marrled very
young, in the Spanish custom,
and couldn’t have been more than
14 when she was aleendy a famous
flamenco doncer known throwgh-
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I photograph
gromdmar yi carriod, His
furaily hod been owners for thres
or four gencrntions of o fect of
rmall freighters thut plied in and
out of the Port of Cadiz with
irgnes of frull. Grandfather was
alge an “abognda,' ns lnwyers are
called In Spoin, and he died rather
young to hove hod sueh n large
family, for grandmoamn monnged
{0 have 14 ehildren—and keep her
flgure,

Shoe wag very slender ag I first
knew her, and she got older,
sihe wecmed 1o sl ¢ 1 there was
nothing left but her grent black
eyes, After grandliather’s  deith
she found horsell obiliged Lo return
to the s, for he had left 4
little f. Al far g Ner own
people coneerned she could
slutice \l||n1 m.\-\r

colly forfeited  her
mulu nny call on them.

In Spuln o woman In her encly
thictivs s considered almost de-
cropit. amd far too old to dance
professionally, so after months of
struggling  to mole a “come-
boek," gropdmama coneeived the
feles of tuening to aceount her gift

of snake-charmingg which she hid '

lonrned from hare Infancy nnd for
which she had an unconny talent

L L] L]

\‘;I'l'll this tlent and her great

beatity,  pgrondmoama erveated
hee Tamous net, YA Night In India,"
which ropidly became o stor al-
taction  throughout Europe and
the Unlted States, She hod her
own orchestea of Indlan musicians
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In Spain a womaen i her early thirties {5 considered too old to

tift of snake=charming (o aceuunt,
beauly, she created her famous act, “A Night in India,”

| snake-charming was done not by
[orce
with the mind,

dnlly,
utlieg
bothiub of trepid water, stir them
arounid for o while, then tike them
out and dry them carefully, after
which I rubbed them with warm
olive oil, Snilkes love to be oiled

Some big ones (ke the bon T later
kopt for years In my apartment

spitting oul something thot looks

awful effeck on servants, capeeially

ploss

(HTustrated by Coorge Hearbo)

ma_decided fo turn her uncanny
With this talent and her great

pluying specially written musie on
nafive Instruments, with morvel-
ous dirum elfects, ond wore viyidly
colored Indion costume. All this,
together with her abilily ns a
doneor, produced o sensational
artistie triumph,

Her power over snokes was
fontastic: she bought them wild
and  tralned  them herselt and
eould handle any polsonous rep-
tile withoul getting bitten, often
demonstrating this ability todiree-
tors of zoological societles and
aelentiaty, She sald It wos because

but through the eyes and

Snokkes have 1o be washed
and thls was one of my
I would put them in ‘o

hecuuse it helps them to slide.

in Paris) lubricate thomeelves by

lke whipped eream, This hns an
if they happen to suspect where
it eomo from.

The business of “milking” pol-
gonous snnkes woas 0 more serious
proceeding. Grandmampa  used to
put ft plece of absarbent cotton in
o wine glass and cover It with
intixoptic gaure; then she ook the

in her left hond and the
e dn her right, and with o
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Merrill Blosse

A MAN LIKE You IN THE
SKITT CLUB /

¢ pressure of her  fingers
ced s mouth open and pushied
the fangs inlo the soft gauze. The
infurinted reptile would eject his
venom where It would drop horm-
lesaly on to the cotton.

¢ took the grentest eare of her |
¢4, holding them In deep re- |
gpect, and 1 oean skl recnll her
when some momentous  decision
was o be made, consulting with
them in the middle of the night,
by the Hpht of a smull lamp, The
groatest benefit T ever derived
from them whs thelr uiefulness in
potting unwanted guests oul of the
hotge in a hurey and in negotiot=
ing the customs when troveling.
(Te Bo Continued)
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ME? )
IN THE

ASSIGNMENT
WOULD BE
T TEAR UP
ALL THESE
AWFUL PICTURES
\_LOF ‘:’OUI"SELF-’

PLAT CARDS |
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EASY! THERE'S SOMEBODY
N THAT BRUSH SPYING ON
Us! 1 SAW THE BRANCH‘S

WHISK -‘QS...\\C-.\,' o
NIVE NEVER SEENANY- % )
JHING LIKE B+

)2

ARE YoU SLRE?
I'LL TAKE

A LOOK-

WHY DO voU
WANT ME
IN YOUR cLus £

You SEE, [F WE GET INTO

ANY D'.FF!CUL.TIES WITH THE
COPS . WE'LL WANT SOMEONE
ON QUR SIDE WHO HAS
INFLUENCE/

TO YANKEE SOLDIERS!

[ PLEASED 10 OFFER PONORABLE
SELF IN FORMAL SURRENDER

3

(f-" NOU'RE THE FASTEST :l 1
THING IN WATER
JHINGINWATER (ol
GEE! WHERE'D JUST CAME

SOU LEARN TO | NATURALLY,

Lol SWIN LIKE A 3 GLUESS

AN _THAT? i
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