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WHEN X-999 EXPLODES—

AVIL

NOWLEDGE of her power ol
this moment, and of the ven-
geance sha was nhout to wrenk on
the Tyler girl, gave Leana Sorml's
face n wild look ‘of exhilaration.
She threw her transmitter switch
ns If the act were a definite little

finnle,

And finale it was! Not  even
Leahn Sormi, brilliaont scientist,
had Known the extreme polency
of X-000111

Simultaneounly with her touch
of that switch, all of hellfire it-
gell belched oyer the universe.

The earth shook in o stoccolp
of doom. Tento Mountialn, It ap-
peared, waa lfted skywurd. A
great sprending bulke blacked out
the lght of doy, extended east-
ward over a full five miles, then
eame pelting—ronring—crughing
down in an all-gconsuming bom-
bardmont,

The top hall of Mummy Ridge
itselt was blown square off and
a minute Inter it and all its aren
there to the enst were Buried
under countless tops of  debris,
Tha very physiography of n motin-
tidn range was belng oltered. And
nobody—no  living  soul—heard
Leana Sorml give her long, hys-
terical scream.

. L L]
OM olher poinls of view (os
told countloxs s in the
months pnd even years to follow)
the explosion of Tonto Moun
wis that of a volenno, no les
cept that this particular ve
mpewed Nre from only one side of
{1ty 'mouth, after first bursting out

an opening.

The nctunl eruption v
slralght up, but angled. The
force of the explosion naturally
took tho path of lenst resistonee,
The west half of Tonto Mountaln
was a bulwark of granlte, virtu-
ally solld rock a mile thick at ity
base, A flat white face of thit
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granlte hid showed ot the peak

cong ago she hod lopsened and
stirred the eastern holf af Tonto,
upending  Its  airdta  and  plling ey
there loose bouldern, smallor rocks

exiremely fortunate for puny hu-
mnn beings who had dared en-

had kept o bendgn hand over them
and their Hittle hote, Not that the
huts escaped damage—every win-
dow. In the sclentists' villnge whos
broken, and gvery china dish, ev-
ery bit of glags equipment in the
Inboratory.

aver. One cabin wos moved quite
oft s foundotion. The sinbles,

avalanches woere
i.llll'illp: minentode

after 5 p'elock, Bob Mole lingered
to rub down his black gelding [teward Tonto wag blooming in o
enther thun give Lthe task to o [ragnificent 'moss of bBlack enrth
mnd rocks ond shooting Aame.
They saw It boll, Saw It grow—
cilled o the stable tolephone, It billowlng, spreoding, ranring and
nnm, echoing furiously now. It was
1, dear' ghe bogon, “ls it | gredater, than anything in  their
e to aele thot you deive In | comprehension. It was reaching
for me, ot anee? There ig [ out over holf the horkzon, as if
gomio  equipmoent —na  microseope (it
piirt—which I simply must hove
arly tomorrow | deep frenzy now within him, *I{—
v owinted 1t t—Carolyn's therel Carolyn’s still
ue on the mail [ there! .« .. Come onl , .« Oh, my
ind the Blair post- | God! , , . Caralyn!™

ntable boy.

marnlog,
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corded! o Clregatt Highwaves
el slrshs, 1B I e anelie ) bion
e peladive spdety of et
thiom the petaal oumbee of dentlys
Thug, e dogthh pate this yeae
It o’ Toe inervdigd
n denang and wallging, e
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ent untll 7. Be a pleasure.”

He didn't rush because there

wns abundant time, but he did
take his ear immedintely and head
off down the old road from the
mine, It swung =outh ond west
from Tonto Mountnin, winding in
pletluresque wiy,

When he renched Blair he

poaused to chat o bit with the post-
master, Leona's porcel hndn't ar=

to form o londmork for eenturies, | rived, nfter all,  She would be
But in noture's own cruptions |digappointoed.

Vaguely he wondered why a

mere microscope lens, or whats
qor It was, could be so urgent.
There were other microscopes ot

und sails, 1L wan this looge de- [hand in the laboratary. But then,

posit which gave way under the |n
foree of X-

person gets used {o p favorite

10" explosion, ane, he knew, He switched the

The granile holf stosd firm, [k to deer hunting.

merely shoken by the recoll.
The circumntance proved to be

seonce  themselves in nolure's
bogom: here, I was as it natuss

Roek chimneys were toppled

Mmasy nstruetures atl besl, were

“Shore thing, Dr, Hale the

pottmaster wad friendly, "it's deer
as'll run right over you arpund
here in outumn time!  Shore's
yol're born! Big bucks with 10,
0 poinis oll up in that Tonto
Mountaln country. You stick here
till October, you'll see. You got u
good rifle?"

They went into the matter of

guns, man talk. They were ex-
amining the postmaster's owa 30-
30 when—

BROO-0-0-0-0-0M!

"THE earth trembled, shook them

to. thely very leeth! Glass

Matlened and three of the horses |erocked and fell from the burst-
killed. A dozen mojor or minor |ing shock of the explosion,

ried on neigh-

Bob's muscles froze.
The postmnster looked quickly

ot him In consternation. Neither

L] L]
\' HEN Carolyn ondd Leann left|spoke ot first, Then both looked

him ol (ho stables

About 18 minutes Jnter ‘he was

in the Inboratory

ot G."
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hortly | out,

The Inte sun-yellowed sky back

meant to ongull all the univaorse.
“1 know!" Bob rasped, from tho

The twa men were running to

Leano! T enn drive | Bob's car,
right over now. Our group doesn't |

(To Be Concluded)
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Our Boarding House
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Alley Oop

SHUT WUrP! You
TALK SO MUEH 1
COULEN'T THINK !
BES

You T2 RIDE WHEN

AT GUY'S PRIDE
MAKES ME SORE
SOMETIMES-- HE'S
TOO PROUD TO
THUMB A RIPE,
BUT IVE NOTICED
HE ACCERTS IT
AFTER. WE'VE
BUMMED ONE !
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Roots and Her Buddies
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Monday, October 8, 1845
J.R. Williams §
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By Edgar Martin

Freckles and His Friends
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OF COURSE THE BUGS HERE AREN'T )
AS FRIENDLY AS THE ANTS BACK
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