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There's No Place Like Home
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

By DREW PEAKEGN

WASHINGTON — The fast-growling labor
crisis presents Harry 8. Trumap with the
first big problem he has faced. Up until
now, most policies, especially those dealing
with war and peace, had been pretty well
established. In settling the current labor
turmoil, however, Harry i on his own,

For some time, labor advice fraom White
House insiders has differed. Truman's labor
department! has argued labor troubles after
wirs are inevitable, that both Wilson and
Harding hud to call out U. S. troops after
the last war, that labor hag been in  stralt
jackel sinee Pearl Harbor, i bound to feel
ity outs now; finally that big business was
equnlly in & strait jocket and cqually wil-
ling to row with labor especially if it could
gel labor in wrong. Advice to Truman: Don’t
stick your neck out; let both sides battle it
out for a while.

Opposite advice came from another wing
of the White House . ., . While admitting
that all the ahove is true, other advisers
urged both labor and indugtry necded guid-
ance. For four years both labor and indus-
try have had the little steel formula as their
guide, They were supposed not Lo go above
this . . . Now labor finds itself losing its
overtime wages, with take-home pay drop-
ping woy below lush war days, yet with the
cost of living still high. Therefore, Truman
was uiged to step forward and set a na-
tional policy, suggest a wage increase which
would partly offset the drop in take-home
pay . . . It s this group of udvisers which
Treuman finally hos decided follow.

Farmers vs, Labor Unions

Last week Flovide eitrug growers came Lo
Washington, worrked sick over the future
markel for geapefruit and oranges. They
feared a return of the old doyvs when their
fruit was dumped inta Flovida rivers
The army has just cancelled orders for sev-
erttl million coses of orange Juice. Siniul-
tuncously 1t hag tirned back on the clvillun
market geveral milllon more surplus cases,
This backlog s bound to have a depressing
effect on citrus fruit . . . Citrus fruit growers
know that with wages dropping, the civil
n demand for oranges and gropefruit will
also nose-dive. When workmen get paid less,
first thing they quit buying is fruit . . . Cut-
tlemen also figure on & drop in priccs. Not
only will the army buy less, but workmen
ent less ment when wnges are cut | Same
Is true of many other farm commodities
Never bofore has the averuge American
vaten so well—despite rationing— as during
the war years, largely because wages woere
high . . . Seldom before algn have faimers
been go prosperous . . . Seldom before, how-
ever, have farmers been #o sore at labor
unjons. They wore looking: forward to buy-
Ing new autos, new farm machinery. Now
all this §s delayed by strikes: Also tHey were

looking forward to the return of cheap labor
So far (his hasn't materialized,
Unions Lose Money

Big industrinl unions naturally don't want
any trek back to the farm. It means loss of
dues. The United Aute Workers' 1,000,000
dues-paying membership has now dropped
to about half of that. The drop was so se-
vere the cost of running the union went in
the red . . . Some union leaders prefor strikes.
It helps. increase their power in the union

.« In Schenectady, Gencral Electric's
Charles E. Wilson long has advocated higher
wages, He says it helps him sell electric ro-
frigerators, electric irons, ete. He his been
ready to make upward wage adjustments
voluntarily, just as Standard Oil of N, J.
increaseed its pay immedintely and automat-
wally @t the end of the wapr . . . However,
cerlain QIO ‘electricul workers stem more
interested in a strike than a voluntary or
negotiated wage boost ., . Some labor ledd-
ers, unfortunately, scem deliberately look-
ing for sirikes—among them John L, Lewis:
Thoy bring disfavor on the heads of othes
labor leaders, neve given the entire libor
movement o bard setback with public opinion
.« - Public'opinion In some areas Is now so
anti-labor Truman would get thunderous ap-
plause if he called out U, S. troops as strike.

Profits Soar
Workers  averngoed

Auln
1044 under o 48-hour week. Eliminntion of

8§58 woekly in

overtime now brings this down 1o §40 a
wiek | In addition, now that government
no longer foots the entive production bill,
management is down-groding jobs, thus re.
ducing higher-pnid jobs . Ineentive pay-
ment plans also are being dropped

Average woeekly wape in the sil refining
industry witn $58.22 in 1944, Most oll work-
erd werk oh o §2-hour weck, so are taking
i bigger cut thian auto workers as thoy B
hack o 40-hour woek . . . Many rn[‘n'u-u
got double pay for cach hour after 48 . . .
No one expeets these lush wages to continue,
but on the other hand, profits run up by
ecertan war industrios are on the books for
overyvone to ses, and they ik labor . .
General Motors, now threatened with o
sifike, carned $244,000,000 in 1040, This shot
up to §435.000,000 in 19M4—before taxes . . .
While taxes wore heavy, General Motors
net worth increased $215,002.444 during the
War years Steel profits weren't meager
either, Between 1040 ghe 16544 they elimboed
LI} pereent as agalnst profits earned be-
tween 1935 and 1939 . . . During the war the
ateel industry made $1,225,000,000 compared
with unly 6,000,000 during the previous
fivie years—after paying taxes . .. Phil Mur
ray, CTO chiel, also head of the Steel Work-
ers union, has circulatod these profits among
s unlon membeérs where a showdown is
due soon,

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

In a recent divoree cise that received con-
siderable newspaper publicity the wife
charged thal in her opinion her husband had
n “dual porsonality.”

Don't most husbands give that impression?

The clothes Jim oncourages bhis wife Lo
buy are quict. senstble and practically gua
anteed never to turn a maseuline hoad.

But, “Not bned: not bud at
when a girl in an eye-catehing [ile numbas
wilks by

Good old Boly thinks woman’s place 5 n
the honwe AL least that §s what Ke tells b
wife, He also savs he doesn’t know what he
woulld da without his gom of & stenogeaphes
—who just happens o have beauly as well

all" he spys

ns brains

Churlie puls up o good
1S5 goang 1oomi the Little wombn when
goes o o convention ina far-mway city. But

toe about how he
iy,

he ‘never misses one—attl never Thas hid

the happy thought that he might take the
Httle woman along,

Joo 5

ve he doesn't see why women like
to get together and gossip 61 bridge partles.
Bul he never migses hig weekly poker game.

Dick is a geninl host and a froe spendey
away om home—but al home ke doles out
with o reluctant
dovan’t dinee say

alter he ha

money ol ol s wile
s o mice momning” unt))

s second cup of coifee

Herh savs “Why did you let us in for
thit?” when he wife tells him she has ae-
cepled o dinner invitation—and  then says

“What's the
himito go

erry?”
homae,

when she teles o get

I‘I'n'ln.{'l"'
e thiat
arud feel he has @ perfoct

rsonn bty pocause fm
something ubout ma

twio personal <one for out-

dders and one (b the Little woman

Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETEH EDSON. La Grande Evoning Observer Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON—So you've donfused o
thee way things are going. So yvou'd |
gol o preture of when are ol \
pick tp the new guartorly repot i

mobilied

fretor of wae

und
ston—moaning John W, Si |

posed tookbow pmd who s opdered by o

o tell the president avd gongress whial's
what every thiee months

The answer to "Whe re We niow i
unfortunntely, never os nple U8, for ir
stunce—up in Mnabel's toom, down thi
collnp behingd the daxe, on top of eloud numn
ber eight, &t the bottem of the degg
sen, bound [or heiwen jr chariel or |

ed for hades fn o hack, 1t would be a relied

if one of these top drawer officials would
some day pulloout noreport as undeestand
able ws that This new report i shortor
than must—which |4 & break—but still te-
port with the usiial dconomie palaver. A

such, il anuther ceport  which congriess
will file and forget
Trving ta find the ni key phrise thit
ally vy come upon

tells
\ Wi

omy into
Now voil know

nomy. of nol

are emMerging from a taul econ
f ibility.”

e do vou?

Hity appatently has
e Felerdnée o the favt that Ot 1 48 ra
il moving day or dhyit onoOet 1, the
elochs mosved hack one hour
There's & Jot more to it than that As th
teport wvs this s the period of paradoxes,
business @ on hite bysness cortran
tion i golng o indfoasing enploverent while
e rfased unvihplogmwent, i fiation
whirre there s detlutwn In @ahvfts mobods
knows whelel \lttl'l' ghing Al we'te on
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The tepot makes thi y tion
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“How much good did this algebra do for Pop? He doesn’t remem-
ber enough of it 1o know he over sven took it!"

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E. McKENNEY

America's Card Authority

COUNT YOUR TRICKS!
BEST BRIDGE BET

One of the most difficull loes-
sons for players to learn is the
simple one of counting tricks.
They will try all kinds of com-
plieated plays to make the con-
traet, when the simple prinelple
of counting is all that Is invelved,
Today's hund is an example,
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On the second club trick, de-
elarer made the natural discard
of n diamond, then led the ace
and another diamond, ruffed with
the seven in dummy, and Enst
overruffed with the eight,

I South had counted his tricks,
he would have known that he

® BARBS

An nuto salesman is the only
one who ean make 8 car climb
a hill backward In neutval.

Britain hasn't had a shipment
of bananis for five long yenrs

Imagine learning all over again
to try and avoid slipping on the
skins,

In these doys of ment ration--
g, never Jeave undone today
what shiould have been cooled

A mpvie strike an Cleveland
left would-be theoter goers in the
dirk. Just like the plots of some
soane of the movies we've seen,

cawld make six heart Grioks, the
ace ol dipnjonds, the King of
clubg, a dlamond riffed with the
gee of heart, and thres spiude
tricks. He could not make more,
beenwse the opponents had cash-
ed the ace of clubs. His correct
play at triek four, therefore, wos
to lead the diamond, trump with
the heart ace, pick up the trumps,
vigh the king of spades; then lead
the spade dqueen and overtake
with the ses. The Tuast diamond
can be discarded on the jack of
spades.

® IN FORMER
YEARS

Thirty Years Ago

La Grande  felt  little of the
earthquake which lnst mght di
tinctly rattled houses and  trem-
Bled tepins at Baker, hit Spokane
and A dozen ¢ities in Californis
as well as Huntington and On-
tario,

Wallown river i 1o have el
gation rvight ndjudicnted shortly
Water Commissioner Jumes Chin-
nock of Snlem was in Lo Grande
this morning an his way to En
terprise to dnithate Tutther sleps
toward this end.

Fifteen Years Ago

Bids wer= opened last night ot
the eity comm on. meeting on
puving distriet No, 201, providing
for the paving of the alley in
the block bounded by  Depot
Fourth, Washington and Adims

La Grande high school, at the
beginning of ‘Octobir, shows @
gain of 48 students over the s
period lust yenr, aceording to
veport matde by Principnl E. D
Towler. Of (he 640 slpdents now
enrotled, 331 avo givls and 318 o
Iovs:

Ten Years Ago
The now LA fect of metal
pipedinge instilled on the Beaver
ereck pipeline this dtmmer is b
e hooked mto the systian within
the next few days, City Manage!
Angus MeAlls stated  Lodpy,
although he added that the flow
of waoler from Beaver creek will
be shut off completely fol sovieral
days Lo allow the hookadn
A ity budget, ealling of $1,
19250 Iess taxes than were levied
for 1085, was tentntive Iy adople
by the budgel committoe follow-
ng the city commission mecting
lust night

This Curious World
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T7OO DIFFERENT KINDS
o FISHES
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MANY TOWNS HAVE NAMES

INDICATING THE FACT THAT

THEY ARE ON STATELINES /
ARKANA, LOUISIANA
CALEX/CD, CALIFOENIA
ABAODMM, OKLAHOMA
TENNGA, GEORSIA
TEXAHOMA, OKLAHOMA
AEMOVA, WEST VA,
TENARMAMA, AQKANSAS
TR/TO, NEW MExizo

« AND OTHERS
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ANSWER: No. Somn

have fowe
have notie at wll Ve ot

others hive 1wo

: NEXT; Wild geese and their flying wedge.
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