Page Fou r—‘wec! ion A

THE LA GRANDE EVENING OB‘-?-FR\'F!I LA GRANDE, OREGON

Monday, October 1, 1945

Lumber Industry Plans New Developments
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Remanufacturlng to
" Loom Big in Future

“3-‘ 4 \

Postwar period, which came upoen the country perhaps
much sooner than was expected, has not caught the Inmhel'
industry napping.

Quite the contrary. Anticipating that the war |1mim1
could not continue much longer, the lumber companies of the |

| Grande Ronde valley months ago began to prepure for post- |
war production, realizing that timber is one of the v~wutialﬁ
of all esgentials in all reconstruetion,

Makeshifts which have had to do during the war will not
be tolérated now that peace has returned and the thousands
of uses to which timber is ordinavily put and many new
ones which will be developed and ave being developed will
put a demand upon the industry which will be met.

| New Procoss
Remunufacturing of lumber s being contemplated by some com-
panies of the valley even where they are nol already engaged in it

To those residents of the valley who have grown up with

| Jumber all about them, and are familiar with its phases, the
lumbering business may be taken more or less {or granted. To
many newcomers in the wvalley, however, the timber indusiry
from the work in the logging camps 1o the finished product is

|  wonderfully romantic and interesting. It is something which
they have read about in books and have seen in the news reels

or in magasines but which is [ar more intriguing in the reality.

Quite aside from the faet the getting out and preparing of timber
Is a fascinmting plece of work, s the fact that upwurds of 1,500
persons are employed In the counly in the mills alone and that
payrolls run into milllons of dollars, A moment's consideration
rovenls what that means to the cconomy of the valley,

Lot us follow the log from the time it leaves the gondola ear and
is floated into the pond ot the entrance to the mill. (The pictures
on this page give the reader o general idea of what happens to that
pine log until it is made into a “finished™ product thit is, until
it is ready to be used in building something or in producing some
wood product.)
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THE HEAD RIG: Sawing. First operntion performed on the log after it acruslly gets inside the
lumber mill is that of furning the log inle rough boarde of various sizes. Persons in the picture are.
left 1o right, Lois Stein, rider (this is an unusual job for & woman to handle. There are very fow
womon riders); Hugh Darlin, sotler, whe controls the log on the cartlage; and Horton Andrews, the

sawyer, Moasured
Taken up by a conveyer into the Lop story of a typical gawmill,
it ig thin washed to remove the dirt ard other foreign motter which

stoe]l bund saws ook
kepl busy all th

The huge
several men are

I% pretty hard on the saw teeth.
| pretty durable and they are but
| time keeping the saws 3 P
The log is measured for thickness by whao
lh| proper channel for cutting, .ulnu'hw o the gize
|'of the log.
| From him it goes to the "head rig"” which makes the firsi
culs of the log. It turns the Jog inle rough boards of varying
size according to tho juigment of the sawyer who must be a
man of quick judgment and accurate sight — he has to decide
instantly on the depth of each cut, the side from which to make
his uts, in order to get the most board feet out of each log.
By conveyer all movements of the logs and the hoirds are
| machinery the rough hoards are brought to the edger, where i
| rough ediges are removed. Here again guick judgement must ente
| into the picture. After his saws have done their job the boards go
| on to the “green chuin' whiere further sorting is done, Thy
[ave here “graded” and sent on to the man who mokey the end cuts
He too must decide quickly where the cuts must be made, so
| sliminnte fuulty boards and yet to get the most feet of lumber out
| of his product. Finally, the pluncrs-of the planing mill get in theis
woirk. The boards are made smonth and ready for final use
Dries Quickly
Even hoere the job is not complete. Green lumber is not satisfoc-
| tory for most jobs,  The boards are taken Lo the drying kilns, where
intense heat Is applicd to large slacks of boards ot once and in foul
|:!15h the timbery are ready to he shipped
[ Lumber companies here which are lo be engaged in remanu-
facturing arp the Mi. Emily company, with headquariers hero
in La Grande, and the Pondosa Pine company at Elgin, which
| has been owned since 1943 by Ralph Smith of Kansas City, The
| Pondosa Pine company has been engaged in remanufacture,
particularly in war work, Now that the war is over, it like the
Mi. Emily mill which is ready o go into remanufacturing. pro-
duction, ls standing by for release of priorities which will per-
mit it to go into peace lime work.
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Lumber mills in the aren beside the two mentloned ure Ore-
gon Trmil at Union, Collins at Pondosa and Ho F, Rewd at J-'.Il_:lu.
Figures furnished on the amount of production by Grande Ronde
valley lumber operators shows millions of fect yearly,  For instince
the Oregon Tral Lumber sompany, with Hendguarters at Union
THE EDGER: 81l more sowing. Hore Bon Kramor., tho odger. tilees 1§l rough edges oll 1he produe: .l annually about 12 million foek of pine, G and Tarch
rough boards and has to decide quickly alse as Lo the culs 1o be mado. limber, which is all suefoced, manufuctured and shipped from {h
Opegon Teail planing mille "The payrallof the compiany. thotil
S200,000 unnually.
Reconvorl
Colling Pine company of Pondosa cut 25,000,000 Tfeel of timber th
voar and the average payroll of the company 15 pb LS5 o
Pondosa company ot Elgin menufactures angl ghips efch wmonth
) I.‘\]m\|1 Loy feet of finishoed  lamiber produoct Pavieoll o the
} company {5 about $2UH000 or more 0o yed
Among lumber compiiios, g8 with all other plints during the wit
yeurs, most praduction was for wat But now the war 15 over thay
W |~...L i elvilinn production. or veady to go bagk,  Prondosg or
| ginally designed its plant for preduction of deawing homrds, ionmg
bigrds, table tops. desk tops and other specialty items exelisvely
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THE RESAW: By the time the boards have arrived here, where they recoive the attention of C, H.
Byron, they have begun to look a great deal like they will look when they arrive at the dryor.
Howover, they still have some sawing 1o face. He gives them further cuts, both length sad breadih.
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THE PLANER: Here Carl Herrmann, a grader, further smooths up what started out five or six op-
orations bacl as a log, fresh from the millpond, wet and dripping. At right in this picture is Bill
Cook. oiler. These typical Scenes wore taken al the Mt Emily mill in La Grande,
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