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' DELANEY GETS CURIOUS
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THE STONY: Dr. Tale deciden

I o tranafer the tnolnted X-(00 (0 0
wune, well out of jhe elty.
There In lual

of an exp
When the substitule troek driver
IN{ the nraed sunede, (hen the
Hrtle, heavy box he In (o (rans-
port, ke thinks the lden I slily,
Carolyn In wireled, hut Wabert as-
nures her this method of moving

—_—

“Hunh," Spud grunted, “Gol a
metal lid two Inches thick or bet-
ter, Wire handle”

YLirt it Go onl™

The Ud waa heavy, nned under
that was » second lead case, tinler
still, Spud ‘eyed It

“Couldn't be rocks" ho ven-
tured, "If the guy was shippin'
di 15, thore'd be the steel car

1t will exclle lean
- - »
UNﬁNBwERED questions In the
mind of Mr. Spud Delaney,
' substitule driver for the Metro-
politan Transfer Company, nagged
ot his curlosity for a full half
hour while he edged his truck In
and out of the elty's trafMe, Tech-
nically he should have taken the
) truck route down Commerce
i streot, which would have been
taster, but this was midnight and
by golng stralght through town
he could stop over by the furni-
] ll._lil'!‘ factory and have a Inte beer
|| with his triend, Red Cragin,

1t was post 1 when Spud left
Red's bar, ainglng. He was not
drunk—he wos too smart lo gel
drunk on any driving job—but he
wann't depressed, elther. He had
a good new cigor, on Red.

“Red, 1 got the nuttiest lond I
ever heard of,” he declared sar-
castically, before climblng up to
hig truck cab, "“Big as my two
fists, seltin' on eolton.

“Want to sce 117" Spud opened
a gide door and climbed into the

dark truck.

He had his clgar between his
fingars and he gestured with it
at the parcel. Red stepped up to
sen and Spud snapped en on in-
terior light. Red pushed the thing
tentatively with his toot,

“It's just tled” he observed,

. & @

i hint wan enough, Arrogant

Mr. Spud Delaney bit his clgar
again and, pufMng, untied the tiny
pareel on the truck floor. RHed
whtched,
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and guards, And it ain't o money
box."

Spud lifted the second tight
cover, There; in o center depres-
slon in the heavy lead, was what
appearstd 1o be some other kind
of meta), a groyish, whitish, black-
ish, elusive sort of substance, ir-
regularly  shaped, suggesting a
marble-sized wad of tarnished tin-
foil. It seemed vaguely (o glow o
lttle In the digp light here, but
that could have been fmagined,

“Hunh!" grunted Red, kneeling
nenr the box with Spud.

Spud synin removed his cigor
to sny something, ond Idly ges-
tured with It g he spoke.

A nob of red-hot clgar ash sud-
denly fell,
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CAHOLYN sal on the edge of her
bed with one¢ knee hugged up
under her chin.  Staring unseeing
ot the flopr, she reconstructed the
past two days.

A new job, n sensutional new
job; an oven more sensntlonal
new secret and the {rust it In-
volved, The respongibility assalled
her, and the personality of Bob
Hale wos an influentinl thing.

Sho let Her thoughis dwell on
the strangely contradiclory youhy
selentist. This ovening he hod ins
ndvertently enlled her Carolyn,
And then suddenly aware of the
slip had profusely apologized. She
hastened to pssure him she pre-
ferred her first nnme—that “Misy
Tyler” mode her feel like an old

her motionless for a moment. Then

She wha lest In (his pleasant
roverie when, abruptly, a not 100
distant roar and reverberation
sounded.

Fear selzed Carolyn and held

sho literally snatched off pajamas
and  dressed again, meanwhile
trying (o explain to her maother
thiut the blast sounded like an ex-
plasion and might be concerned
with hor work ot the laboratory,

She paused only lo telephona
for a taxl and was on the sidéwalk
when it came,

Ll LI
] E explogion—1o the Schoon-
fold Laboratory, driver.
Plense rush! I am so—"

“That's eadt, miss, The explo-
wlon was sout'west, You know
what it was? Gee, It knocked me
outa my—!"

“Was 1(? Oh, Oh dear! . . .
T—Inok, driver, do you know a
formhouse out 30 miles? A—n
deterted—a place with lund
nround—"

Bob Hole wns o have gone on
to the farmhouse to recelve the
shipment of X-000 after driving
her home thot evening. But she
now renlized how inadeguate her
deseription was, how silly really.

Distress In her volee mode the
driver stare at her,

“Then let's go there!" she sud-
denly ordered, “Southwest, I
mean."”

They pnssed several other taxi-
enbs going southwest, and then a
police ecar with siren shrilling
passed them, They had to pull
aover to let fire trucks go by, They
knew now they had the right di-
roction, It fire frucks were com-
Ing from (his distance, and this
long after the explosion, it must
mean a second or even general
alarm fire somewhere, the driver
sald. But no blaze woas visible
Ambulonces  streaked by them
twice.

YOh-h-h!" That wag Involun-
tary, from Caralyn.

“What was il, miss? What
busted?™

“I—T don't know!"

He let It go ot that, And 20

minutes Inter they had the an-
gwer before them,

her to eall him Bob.

mald, Tt was then he hod osked
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About Blimps

Willnee Beery follows his out-
standing hits in "Saliite to the

with: n story of the cele-

Gient!
brated but unsung lighter-than-
fir sorvice of the U8, navy. It's
called “This Man's Novy™ ond it's
a fine tribute to those who man
this dirigibles and perform herole
fonts in Yhe dungiérows job of
‘rmmmg down submarines

[ filey i ploying ot Ulhe Liberty
Cthenter tdny and Tuesdny,

| Wally plays Chlel Aviation P
[ lot Ned Trampel, who loved two
[ things: the LTA gigd Lolling tall
taloy. He meets young dess Woeas
ver, o erippled thd, and procecds
to “adopt” him. Trumpet tells his
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| his side-kick J 1oy Shannon
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| dues evidenee.
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