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Message That Wasn't Sent

S0 it turns out now that Lieat-Col.
{then Major) James Devercux and the
muarine garvison on Wake island didn’t
gend that  endio request  for “more
Japs,”

There is yet no indieation of the
medsagoe's source, IU's most unlikely
that it was civeulated as @ joke, for
Heaven knows the Amerviean people
and theiv armed forees weren't feeling
jovial in' December of 1941 More like-
1y it was an instantaneons and ingpived
bit of propaganda designed to bolster
morale and typify the Ameriean spivit
i the face of diffieulties,

[L was o courageous, andaeions mess-
fgpe — but it wasn't as complimentary
as intended, The modne on Wike show-
ol a bravery that equaled and surpassed
(e sentiment of the message thoy
didn't send.  Bul b wag o ow desperate
and deomoed hravery.

Overwhelmed Ty supevior foree and
superior cguipment, they weren't fonl-
Haredy enough to vadio for more Japs.
Pat it is evident from Colonel Deve-
feusk’s story that they eonsiderably re-
duced the number of Japs confronting

them in spite of frightful odds, and
would have kept on doing 50 as long
s there was ooman lelt o Tive o 2
il their communding offieer had g
mitited . As it was, Colonel Déverens
hd o give the cenae Tving order thve
times before it was heedod

Perhaps “Semd s more daps™ sorvad
il puvpose an 1L I showed (he
ptsaliby ol any eomparative hand il of

Funny Business

“He can'l stand the

rattle of dishole<hp did so much K, P,
ia the prmyl™

Puge TE

Pacific defenders, 1t gave to ug nt home
g omoment aof pride and cheer. 1t ex-
emplified, for all the fietional, melo-
dramatie bravitdo g0 oub of key with
the true situation, the spivit which was
so evident all along the hitter rond o
vielory,

There came o time when our men
could perhaps call for more Japs. Bul
bafore It eame there must have been
many times when  the veal ery was
“Send us more men and frans and |||J|l|('.\&
and ships.”

That request surely was in the mingds
and on e Witke's defenders,
And because it could not be granted,
there were Americans who died need-
lessly and tragically there and at olher
Paeific ontposts, or died a slower and
move painful death in Jap prison camps,
o survived the enemy's  torture amd
stnrvation for nearly four yeays,

SocUSend us more Japs™ will not go
into the history books with other mili-
try epngrams,  But higtoey will recond
Lhe treae Ameriean situation in the Paei-
li¢ in 1L, And that situn-
tion will be, or should be, vememberod
by wll of us when the imevitable agiti-
tion fo army and navy and a
stadl militaey budgel Deging again,
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

By DREW PEANEON

WASHINGTON—O! all the millions who
contributed to the defeat of Japun, none
perhups is more entitled to eredit than the
venerable statésman who yesterdoy cele-
brated his 78th birthday and his last week
as secrelary of war,

He hod begun fighting Japan a8 scerctary
of stute under Hdover, 14 years g0 this
week, And he never slopped.

Even after he hud stepped out of the state
department following Roosevelt's Inauguri-
tion In 1933, Stimson came down to see the
new president of the United Stotes about
Jupan.

He wand Roosevelt did not particularly
like each other. They had been political
enemies sinee 1010, That way the year which
awept Roosevelt into the New York senite
und Stimson into defeat as candidate for
governor of New York,

Stimgon, older than Roosevell both in
age and in maonner, regarded him 08 an
ostentatious young whippersnapper, didn't
like the way he wore riding boots in the
Albany legislature, congidered him a poor
imitation of his ecousin Teddy. “Charming,
but without staming,"” was the wuy Stimson
described Roosevelt,

Nevertheless, Stimson urged Roosevell not

to recognize Jopan's conguest of Manchuria, -

which he, Stimgon, had fought so bitterly.

Leaving the White House after the inter-
view, Stimson's face glowed. A friend, who
knew what his mission was, asked what
the new president had said about recog-
nizing Jupan's puppet governmenl.

"He said,” rveplied Stimson, 1 won'l even
diseuss 1t with the . . *"

Btimson’s Long Fight

‘The story of Stimson's long bultle to stop
Japanese gggression (n China has never been
odequately told.

But this columnist, who traveled w {th
Stimson on some of his trips alivond remem-
bers vividly how Stimson was one of the
few who realized the minor skirmish on the
tracks of the south Manchurvion railrond of

Japan's welldluid plans for the conguest of
Asin,

Many others al that time thought Stimson
wis wrong. Baron Shidehara, the Japanege
forelgn minister, emphatically told him so;
and judging by the way the war lords kept
Jap diplomats in the dark, Shidehara prob-
ably thought he was telling the truth, Some
of Stimson's own state department advisers
ulso told him 50, So-did the British foreign
office; and so also did the French, with
the exception of Aristide Briand.

Finally, even inil‘us own cabinet, Herbert
Hoover felt Stimson was unduly alarmed
about the Japs, while mid-western members
of the republican national committee nearly
had conniption fits when Stimson ordered
Prentiss Gilbert, U, 8. consul in Geneyvi,
to sit us on observer with the league of
nations.

In faet, it was pressure from mid-west
republicans which forced Stimson to with-
drow Gilhert f2om lesgue sessions and re-
ploce him with that clowning diplomaot,
Charliza Dawes:

Era of Peace Dies

An age was dying, an age of international
optimism, goodwill pllgrimages, and Harding
normaley, the aftermath of the war to end
war. An age was dying, and Henry L. Stim-
gon struggled almost alone.

Leaving o sick-bed in the spring of 1932,
he siiled for Paris, determined to warn the
statesmen of Europe of impending disaster,
Renting o villa at 'Geneva, he called in
Romsay MacDonald;, Chancellor Bruening,
Dino Grandi, Andre Tardieu and pointed out
thot asggression in foroway China could be
o greater threat to peace than the mennce
ol big guns in Europe,

There come a time severnl yeors later
when Frante was pushed out of Indo-China,
when Britaln called for American help at
Hongkong, Singapore and Indin, But at Ge-
neva ino 1932, Stimson was bronded as naive
and idealistic. The leaders of Europe were
Ypractieal men."

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLE'I‘T

Perhaps 1 ought to share this letter with
the wormen who are trying Yo decide whether
to try to hang onto their jobs or go back o
making the job of being a4 wife and mothe
a [ull time career,

It is from a man and concerns only one
marriage. But it may throw a revealing light
on one side of the “work to get ahead” am-
bition of ‘a great many womoen

“My wife and 1 have been maorvied for
nearly 30 years and have one child, From
a finanecinl viewpoint we are ‘well-fixed’
tlue to hard work and saving on both our
parts. For o long time we both worked in
a factory, then I took the plunge and went
into business for mysell. She continued to
work. My business giew and 1 made money,
but we hpd little time {or each other. She
continued with her factory friends apnd I
mude business aequointances who became
my fricnds,

"A fow years ago she quit work and ‘set-
tled down' to housckeeping. I had looked
forward (o it for years. For the first time
in her life she had time 1o do the things
the wives of my business friends did—en-
tertain, belong to good clubs, rend good

books, keep up on current happenings—in
other words to be o good companion, Then
I got the shock of 'my life,

“I discovered that she wasn't the least bit
interested in the things I had learned to on-
Joy. T tried taking her places where she
met interesting, intellipent women and she
was hored to death and showed it. She had
not one thing to contribute to the evening
and sat owkward and silent.

“I envouraged her to take good magazines,
#o ouwt more, but she shnply said she was
satisfied und made no effort to improve her-
self. She toak not one gond magazine, read
nothing but trashy fiction, and had no con-
versation hut gossip—and liked it,

“I wtond it as long as 1 could and then in
desperation asked for a divoree , , "

Isn't what bappened to thot womans mar-
viage a threat to all women who stifle the
duty to be real companions to their hiusbands
in order to add to the family bank account?

At least it {5 on angle women should con-
sider when they are deciding just how im-
portant their pay checks are in the family
set-up.

Behlnd Scenes in Washington

By PETBH EDSON, La Grande Ennlng Observer Washington cq;-“.pmd.n,

WASHINGTON — While there is nothing
finu] o offivin] about it, government think-
ing on the proposal to break up the great
aluminum company of Amerien has been
in the direction of creating half o dozen
competing companies; coth built around a
cluster of existing plants, For Instance, the
plants pround Mobile, Ala, and the Ten-
nesse group might be made into one com-
pany, 'The Arkansas group in another, the
Oregon and Washington ulants into a third,
The Masseny, NI YL group! into o fourth,
and the vavious mid-western sheet-ube, by
and shape plapts In Pittsburgh, Chleago and
Detroit might be grouped into several man-
wiacturing competitors with comparably
eqqual resourees. In forming these companics,
the idea would be to supplement Alcoa's
sidting  privitely . owned plants with gov
orpment-owned  facilitics, These ote the
pawns which the gavernment must u in
plaving this dissolution game, What the g
vrnment s primarily interested in is
posing of s 650 milhon, dollars worth of

dlrplus plants,

Attorney Genera! Tom Clark's reconm
datlon to congress thit Alcon be dissol
to create  greater competition within
industry hns an interesting parallel in wiat
indard OQil . company when
the courts ordered it dissolved in 1911, 5
today that this was the ki
Rockefellers ever
dissolution, the Standard O
td grew and grews.
parent ‘Rockefeller comy
f New Jersey, wasza 0 m
This company owned th

happencd to the SK

people ar
est ‘punisl
For after thi
COMPany grew
I J0EE, Eh
Standacd Of
dolla

{18

iment” the

rporati

capi stock 0f 42 subsidiaries. Capitaliza
tian of all 43 was 164 millljon dollars
round number

By 1040 apital stock of the "dissoly-
ed” standard companies was 360 million-
three and :.|‘-'. time greater than in (811
The n Wi of gompanice had been reduce
fron 41 o 20 Sa U one ot of busines
Others were absorbadd by competing Shitd]
Sinclair and Citles Serviee groups. By 1840

was the last time anybody in the

et of justice took the trouble o
- ]

add up the figures—the numllmr aof vom-
punies had been reduced to 24, Thelr com-
bined ‘capital stock was 4,600 milllon dol-
lars, This was about cight times greater
thon the 1030 figure, and 25 limes greater
than in 1411

Total toduy would be even greater, Some
of the dissolved Stondard companies are

higger thun the original Standard Ol of
New Jorsey which the courts “dissolved”
in' 1811, As the capitalization of the entire

U. S. il industry is estimated at 18 billion
dollars, the Standard companies with a to-
tal capitalization of lgss than five billion
repre about o third of the industry.
130 report of the congressional temporary
national eeonomic committes vstimuted the
Rockefoller holdings in the bigger Stand-
ard oy 24 to 36 percent
Id by members of
their trusts and
% 1t s not considered a monopoly.
The Alduthinim company’s sclup is, of
cout different from Standard™s and in that
difference Alcoa does have some valld obe
jtetitons to dissolution,

Any unfan

By

anles ran from
This included =tock
the Rockefeller fami
fotmndatio

iivision of plants might de-
stroy property—property values worth mil-
IZI'?"-n' i |‘I|"

Diy

up Aloed’s stock might also de-
= Stock ownership ig not ns wide
corporations, Forty
stock owned by 17 stock-

other big
percent oy thid
older a of 194)
of kewv “know-How™ porsonnnl
ng competing companies s sald to by
1 a0 acute the company having fivst
wnagement of braing would beat

in dissolution Is so involved

mly o few people can begin o undor-
nd i pnd would  probably take years
rourt action to straighteén jt out, That

vs 1o the whole guestion, but it has
i argued even within Aleon’s manage-
nt that if the cfmpany could find an
uitable formula for dissolution, its long
tics of court battles with the government
might come to an end
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Side Glances

"Mother won't let me wear makeup to the party, Grminlclhor
—does she expect me to wait till I'm as old as you?"

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E, McKENNEY

America's Card Authority

HASTE TO PICK UP
TRUMP OFTEN LOSES

Mrs, Richard H. Adams of New
York, who won the President's
Cup event this year, was one of

Mrs. Adams
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the most thrilled players in the
tournament. It was het [irst nda-
tional championship.

Any time there 18 the possihil-
ity of a slam in a hand, Mry, Ad-
ams and her pariner, Sigmund

® BARBS

Scientists say jit's possible to
make an atomic bomb which could
turn the earth into another sun,
We hope they'll be considerate
enough to wait until about the
middle of winter.

A New Jersey man asked o
policeman to shoot him. Perhaps
he believed what his wife said
about him.

A greal many hushands open
milk bottles with their thumbs,
uccording to our dry cleaner.

To Yanks returning from Lon-
don it will look perfectly natu-
ral to see the way some of our
autolsts drive—on the wirong side
of the street.

The harvest moon secems o
govern not only the tide but also
the untied,

DISEASE PERSISTED

Although buried to a depth of
three feet for 27 months, car -
ses of poultry infected with tub-
creutosis were found still capable
of transmitting the disease to
normal birds,

Frejsinger, will Be in it. They ar-
rived ot six spades on today's
hand without emphwm;, an ace-
\h{r.\'lnj, cnn\-ommn

While the play of the hand
looks simple, nevertheless most
pairs folled to make the contract,
Mrs, Adams won the opening lead
with the aee of digmonds, coshed
the aee and king ‘of hearts and
disearded her losing dismond, At
this point, most players made the
mistike of pleking up the trumps
and hoping for o favorable bhreak
in elubs. However, Mrs, Adams
now cashed the ace and king of
clubs and led o small club, She
was then dbile Lo ruff her fourth
eluly with the ten of spades, cush
the spade king, and return to her
own hand by ruffing a diamond,
with nothing but good spadesleft
in her hand,

e IN FORMER
YEARS

Thirty Years Ago

The Union eounty automebile
club met lost night and issued a
warning tp all automobile drivers
te ihe eareful and inspect the
rond on Wallowa hill and in the
canyon when driving into Wal-
lowa county. It js elaimed that
there ate muny high centers in
the road, and owing to the heavy
dust, u driver may not realize
his dunger until the high cenier
collides with his machine.

The forest fire sltuation on
Eugle and Cutherine creeks and
vicinily is not improving any,
in fact the rveports indicated last
night the most serious fires for
gsevernl yvears paost confront the
foréstry employes and fire waor-
dens.

Fifteen Years Ago
Actual work on the construc-
tion of the distribution plant of
the Notural Gas corportition of
Oregon will be started next
week, with 120 men employed on
the project,

Ten Yearsi Ago

T. B. Lumsden today became
manoger of the La Grande
branch of the United States Na-
tional hank of Portland. He was
tormerly affiliated with the Ore-
gon stale banking department,

Geprge A, Bean today was the
new president of the Union stake,
sator Day Suints chureh, which
embrapes six woards,

This Cm ious World

I IN EUROPE,
COAL \WAS LOOKED
g UPCON AS A
NUISANCE AS LATE
? AS R00 YEARS AcC,
B NO ONE THOUEHT OF
BURNING ITy AND
WHERE THE COAL
SEAMS CAME TO THE
SURFACE, THE HARD
LUMPS INTERFERED
WITH CULTIVATIOf

COR. AR BV NTA SLAVICE, ING.
T/MOBED U & PAT OFF.
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CRIMNEY SWIFTS
ROOSTED IN A DEPARTMENT
STORE CHIMNEY AT ARDWMORE, PA.,
NEAR PHILADELPHIA, S.24

NEXT: How much is one horse-pgwer?

TIWHEN YOU WO ORK OVER A CAR,YOU
SOMETIMES WORK UNDER [T; “aur

ELLEN ._osa,
Gimren 7exas:




