EDITORIAL PAGE

o — T aSeas N

La Grande Evening Observer

Frank Schiro, Publisher

'l'lllJl't."sl}AY fﬂ H.\I‘\'{.. .‘-Fl”l I-L\IIH-,H 20, 1945

This We (xotta See

The I’ubhc arm’ Pearl Harbor

There has appenred, in the wake of

the army and navy reports on Pearl
Harbor, o tendeney to hold the Ameri-
can people ‘equally responsible with the
officers diveetly. involved in that diss
ngter, pE

It must be ndmitted that, buck in the
thirties, the people and their representa:
tives in congress were gullty of con-
giderable shovtsightedness and compli-
ceney in military matters, Neverthe-
logs, this is o minority dissent from the
prevalent opinion.

The general indictment of the people
for bringing about the Pearl Tlarbor
tragedy assumes that this government
in all ity emmififications iy as traly o
servant of the people in practice as it
i5 in spivit. That assumption i3 ot
only ineorreet but impossible:

W niust lesve the conduet ol foreign
and the preporations for nation-
| defimse Lol Uhe eleeted head of gov-
conment oand to those speeinlists whon
he ehooses Lo asstst him, Intermational
Ereaditionally  andd
times necessarily svered,
detiils of wonntion’s delensae,

velnlions are HOTT -
SO are {ome
It iy the
Amurican custom Lo entrust such activ-
ities Lo appeinteld  of flelads with' long
I'X|I|'I"I|‘1ll'|' ol |1T'n|-"-\!lll|n] |I':|I11i|ll', 11
Llose Felds,

AL @ thrept of tmergeney it is pos-
sible tordraw the elonk of seereey even
more closely about diplomatie and mili-
Ly operptions,
alwnys b found for doing this. Bat, in

Fiseellont excuses ean

Funny Business

Page Four

1941, the American people could not be
Dliwmed Tor assuming that behind the
cloak things were going smoothly, that
il war threatened steps would be taken
to meet the threat.

Ohwviously the steps were not tiken,

Since the commanders at, Pearl Hudor, .
Were first apprised of the true sérious-

ness of the situation by the Jap attack
itself, it seems o little too simple to lay
the diveet and dire results of that attack
to long-range public complacency,

It should be remembered that hoth
of the 140 eandidates for president
lulled the people with  assuranees of
pence, 1L should alse be vememberad
thit it was no erime to hate war.

Muny government and niilitary lead-
s expendod deal of  breatn
Hiroughout the war on ehiding the pub-

a grond

lie. It was berated for being complacent,
for nol working hard enongh, for buy-
ing too fow bonds, Tor giving fao 1ittle
Dlood, Tor this, that and the other.

Looking back on the war froni this
shoet distanee, it seems to ns the k-
lie did o pretey wood job,  Civilinns did
work, they did give blood, they are iLy=
g the bills, And there s no @omd vou-
son for them Lo sit meekly by and take
another kivk i the slats Fon Pearl Flabe-
Loy,

Phe fael still comains that this coun-
try Tost men, ships and planes on Dee.
o LORL and very nearly Tost a0 wa
Thus fae the explanations why  haye
heen general and confusing.  What is
SHIE meeded dsoa definite fixing of ro-
pensibity, nov a dismissal of the mat-
fer with the most
explanation of all

vigue nnd  weneral
plblie ruilt,

i

“I'm certain some paris of our axsembly line haven't boem rocons  pono

verted yetl”

® S0 THEY

t ey hold the

advocates

New Ouleans, Lag 8

SAY

Aan ha alved the problem of
production, bhut hops dot vet #
ed the problems of distribution
That 1 vmajor postwar ceonom
W puzzlc

La - Gov. Gon,  Huobertias

Mook of the Netherlmds

nnadie

Wi fiowe realize more than ever

imternitional

chie

vaperation i helddth and
1 ditle by side
comades in the United No
Ltions in securing it
J Willium  Jamueson
medieal officer. British) Minis-
tev. of Health
We've got to “buckle down' !

prosperity
TNy an American’ his

Fort Lauderdale, Flan, News
devastaling wat

Wy are undoubt
modt @otent

‘Washington Merry-Go-Round

By DR!:W PEA'RS Gl‘l

WASHINGTON — Tip-off on the niavy’s
original discharge intention was dropped ae-
cidentally by retiring chief of perdonnel
Adm: Randall Jacobs.

A smarl young reporter for the Washing-
ton Star, Miram Ottenberg, asked navy press
relations for an interview with Jucobs. She
was told sghe could hove one of he had no
objections, Navy press relations promplly
phoned Jacobs' office thatl the interview wis
not to be given, bul somehow this message
wenl hoywire,

Mins Ottenberg got the interview. It was
a pip. The admiral really expanded, Among
other things; hesdropped Ahis nugget of
truth regarding the navy's discliarge systom.

“We owant the young men in the navy.
That's why age was Included. The vounger
ones are the ones the navy of the future
has tt be bullt around.”

This Is the tip-off to the fact p young man
can have been in the navy four long years
—sinee before Pearl Harbor—and if he isn't
married, he still may not be able to get out.

Admiral King Forgo!

Since then, Admiral Jocobs has been re-
lieved as chief of personnel, not because of
this; but because he had finished his tour
of duty. Commanter of the flect Adm. Ernie
King balked like o steep at having him go,
however, and submitted o three-puge memo
to Secretary Forrestal glvihg Fensons why
Adm, Lou Denfeld, assistant Lo Jacobs, was
not the man to take his plage, Forrestal call-
ed Denfeld in, showed him the memo.

“What have you to gay pbout that?"
Forrestn] asked with a gron,

"Nothing," replicd Admiral Denfeid.
Whereupon Forrestal fmmediately appoint-
ed Denfleld chiel of the buredy of person-
nel. This, incldéntally, is not the first time
Forrestul has overriden Admiral King re-
contly.

Admirnl Denfeld, however, will have a
hard time changing the navy's discharge
system moterially os long as Admiral King's
and other Annepolis policies provall,

Inside fact |8 the Japenese surrender
cuught Admiral King with four different
digcharge plans in his desk, He had done
nathing about any of them. One plan would
not have discharged any man {rom the navy

until six months after V-0 doy, It was re-
jucted by Secrctary Forrestal os completes
Iy inudegunte.

Big Peacetime Navy

While the navy's original discharge sys-
tem has now been modified to give one-
fourth of a point per month for sca duly,
thousands of men still consider it inade-
quite, stil feel it is designed to foree men
to remain in o big peacetime navy.

They also point out the revised plan still
hus plenty of joKers.

For instance, o commander can keep amy
man for 120 days if he says he needs Him,
g0 that six months can easily pass by the
time he gets through the separation center,
Also combal men generally are aged 17 to
28. And they get no credit for the gruel-
ling punishment they tosk off Two Jima or
Okinuma. These are the young men Ad-
miral Jdcobs accidentnlly admitted the ad-
mirals wanted kept in the havy—apparent-
ly regardless of length of combat duty. His
excuse for not giving combat credit was
that the records were lost.

How the system works was illustrated the
other day on a certain battleship, now on
the west coast, The navy recently issued
an “allpac" (all Pacifie) directive author-
jzing all ships to reduce their complement
by 10 percent. This was to give shore duty
to doeserving personnel who had served a
lopg tour of duty on board and were close
to & discharge,

But the order did nol have that cffect.
The majority. of those transferred were not
men who had been overseas, but those who
had not been attached to the ship long
enbugh to become “necessary” to its opera-
tion, Two of the officers had been on board
less than three months, but had aceumulated
points us a result of college training and re-
cent marriage, They had never been in com-
bat zone on any ship, yet they are receiving
discharges ahead of men who made the mis-
take of becoming “valuable” to the navy
and showing inicrest and efficiency in car-
rying out'their duties,

Thus the very men who should haye been
kept on board and trained to relieve experi-
enced officers, left the ship,

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

When n midwestern newspaper recently
asked a group of men and women “"How do
vou' think the public could cut down on
antomobile neeldents?" half of the men in-
terviewed took the opportunity to make
criicks at women drivers.

Tygr rgpaeks went like this: “Watch the
woman deiver. A woman always seems 1o
think she hos got the right of way." And
“Women cause o' lot of ageidents because
they can't geem to keep their minds on driv-
ing."-

So with the return of gasoline we've giv-
en oocertain Lype of man o chanee to oir his
apain on one of his pol subjeels

VIiUWws ol
women drivers,

How: come such men takd so much pleas-
ure in moking wbsurd and statistically
groundless remarks about the capahility of
women drivers—evien after women . during
thie war yeurs Jjumped into the driver’'s seats
of {nxig, buses, trucks, nnd even gonerals'

jetps?

It i5 probably because such men resent the
freedom that deiving a4 car gives to & wom-
an. Turn a4 womaon loose with a car and you
don't keep her chained ta the kitchen,

And where the shoe pinches worse is
where it affects the Individual man himsell.
If mama knows how lo drive the family
car, then papa doesn't have it for his own
all the time

He gels taken to work and picked up af-
lerward—so the little woman can have the
car for marketing, getting the kids to and
from school, ete.

And that produces a deep-rooted antag-
onism toward the woman driver, which—
sinee men can't do anything else aboul the
matter—results in ridicule.

“Might have known it was a woman
driving thal car” says the unhappy, frus-
trated man, whose own 1ittle woman drives
“his car all doy long,

Behmd Scenes 1n Washmgton

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Observer Washingt

WASHINGTON — Having repeived seven
army-nnvy B's for exoellones in producing
pereent of aluminum used in the
Aluminum Company
past week or so ro-
ws i further teibute from s grateful
four socks in the jaw. Only
delivered, but the
ahead
swing

over
wir dgainst the axisg the
of Amerita has dn th
cidved
Hovernment,
three have
fourth  punch hos
winel 15 now i the mnking
from the floor

L The Reconstraction Flonanee corporation
cancelled the Teases under Alcon whiclh had
been operating [ive goyv rmment plants

XA senate
hueaded by Senator
soo issued ooreport with an 18=point program
for disposal of lght metals plants,
sieine that the governmoent should foster
campetition ti Alood

o AHoYRey General "1
port o congress recommending that

beon aotinlly
been telegraphoed
tarting ils

small businiss subtommities
Tom Stewart of Tennes-

B CMmprn-

1 Clark senl a re-
Aldin

be bugted up mlo g sunber of competing
companics,

L Sl tooeome (8 a report 10 CONENess
from the surplus property bourd, which is
CxpL ted to recommend the creation of pri
vate compoetit Aleog op, if that cannot
bie hone, o | government operation of
plants in competition to Alcoa.

Any ik kind word for a big
COrpH to susplcion inonew

deal Washington an unbinsed conelus-

lon on this fope=way pttuck on Aleodl i that
the government may v onntsmarted itself

When RFC cancelled  Alvoa’s contract lo
aperate five government plants, it was an-
teipated  Alooa woultl protest, Alcon hiad
AT (e t iy two of the plants at
Jones MU and Hurricane Crotk, Atk thok
are the only affors 1o buv RFC has receivi i
But. RPC decided it coulit not sell or lease
to Alcon beenuse that would contribute o
Aleon fommant pi i the industry

Whiery Alcon sald, OK, the RFC und surplus
¢ thrown on their haunch

Property Dove wer

b3 i W fwa more pianis

ght have b« postd of
vitortey  Genemal Clark's report fecom-
mending that Al w dussplved as Stand.
il was disselved some years BED. 1S

truly sensational. What is significant, how-
ever, Is that in recommending the veorgan-
fzntion of Alcoa into a group of compeling
companics, the attorney general came to the
conclusion that any government subsidies,
profit guarantees or favorable leases to com-
petition of Aleon would never solve the
problem. “Competition will never become
henlthy enough to stand on its own legs"
writes the altorney general, Vif it is depend-
ent on %0 much nurding and propping by
povernmoent.

The gquestion' may be raised as to what
right the attorney general has 1o recom-
mend thal any corporation be dissolved. Not
even congress can order a corporation dis-
solved. That is somothing for (he courts,
and in Alcoa's case, it cannot be decided un-
til the government-owned plants are dis-
posed of and the post-war degree of Aleoa’s
dominanee (o the aluminum business can be
determinod, Clark's gratuitons opinion’ may,
therefore, be considered prejudicial to the
case. And if the government can't

digposn

of the surplus planis, the case drags on for-
ever.,
There is a further ball-up in that Clark's

report to congress knocks out the Props to
the RFC, small business committes
plus property board ideas for sc
backing other competitors to Alcoa
Revnolds Metals, Henry Colum-
bia Metais and the Olin corporation are re-
potted to have made tentit

i sur-
2 up and

Ralser,

ive offers to op

erate surplus aluminum € on
busis, the government guarintecing the prof-
e amd assuming the losses, if any. From the
taxpiye point of view, this 15 an expon-
to create petitio But with
[ lug alumi-
airplanes
pany going
Wny other

a lease

eOway

a billionor more
num hanging ove
walting to be sctap
into the aluminuim
basls would be o chump.

UsInes: on

The net result of this baitke roval in
which four departmenits of government have
ganged up on Alcoa is to create confusion
instend of stubility in the aluminum indus
try. That is how the government has out-
smarted itself,

Side Glances
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"I'm glad we've got the OPA. madam—if I set these prices myﬂ!u

you'd quit trading with me every other day!"

; g

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E, MqKEﬂ NEY

America’s Card Authority

THINK AGAIN BEFORE
DOUBLING THIS ONE

Winners of the Masters Palr
Championship this year were M

Appleyard

ABD
312 Dealer h178
Lightman

&Q7532

PK2 X

Q74

hAGS

Duplicate—E.-W, wvul,

South West  North Enst
1 & Double Redouble 2%
Pass 2.4 Pass 2N.T,
Pass 4 4 Pass Pass

Opening—d 10 21

A, Lightman, Memphis, Tenn,,
and Pfe. Robert Appleyard of
Randolph Field, Texas, They

played today’s hand with the
North-South cards: Betram Leb-
har, jr, wnd Simon Rossant of
New Y ork, runners-up in the
event, played the East-West cards
againsit other opponents,

Lightmun elected to gpen tho
bidding with one spade; and the
bidding proveeded as shown with
West arriving at four, spades,
Lightman did not double, and hig
Judgment proved to be corroct
45 West madde the contract ens-
ily.

When Lebhar and Rossant
played the East-West cards,
South did not open the bidding.
Lebhar, (West) bid o.spade, Ros-
sunt (East) two hearts, Lebhar
three e lubs, Rpssant three no
trump, and Lebhar four spades,
South, with his five spades to the
queen, and a good honot in the
other three suits, degided that
the bidding had gone far enough
and doubled—bul of course Leb-
har mode his (unlhu.l. \\iihnut
any trouble,

® BARBS

We'relipow. detting” ihout the
last of the corn-on-the-cob. That's
tough!

The ‘heavy question soon will
be, to wear them or notl o wear
them.

Will the countics please note
that all limits have been removed
from road bullding—and get us
outl of the rut,

The suctess of the party is often
judged by the number of cars
that sRand out in frynt—and
block driveways.

Tire-markers rationing can end
by Jan. 1. Meaning, warily we
roll along,

We cannot leach demoeracy oy
the American way of life to a
people who have empty slomachs,
and expect them lo understand,
—Rep. Frank L. Chelf of Ken-

lucky.

Reports from our mission in
Greeee have given shocking do-
tails of wanton destruction per-
petrated by the Germans, A total
ol 1601 small villages were wiped
out . . . 414,056 Greeks are home-
less.,

—Roy F. Hendrickson, depaty di-
rector general, UNRRA.

® IN FORMER
YEARS

Thirty Years Ago—

Yesterday was ami-saloon
league doy in La Grande church-
s and several big addiences
woere out to hear the speakers.

A contract has  beers let: for
thi extension of the halcony in
Zuber hall completely around
the interior. The dressing rooms
will bie changed aboul and instal-
lation of a steam heating plant
has heen deeided uponss

Fifteen Years Ago— .

The $500 for Lo Grande's sharc
in the work this fall on the M1,
Emily scenle highway,.dn which
the government, ¢ounty and city
are covperating, has Uegn pledg-
ed, aceording to Charles Reyn-
olds; chairman’ of thesthomber
of commerce commitles handling
the matter.

Consolidation of U. P, {rains
No, # and 24, easthound, andd
and 23 westhound, was tinnoutic-
ed loday,

Ten Years Ago—

The L Grande
hoard Inst night  voted! [ormiai
approval of the school distticet's
appleation 1o PWA for a loan
and geant of $72,000 to eonstruct
S gymnnsium - nuditoriam - class
‘room annex to the Lo H 8. high
schoal building,

vity planning

This Curious eru'ld

WHEN A
NEW YORK
TEA MERCHANT,
BACK IN 1208,
SENT HIS SAWPLES
OUT TO CLIENTS

IN SMALL

SV BAGS,
HE LUNWITTINGLY
INVENTED THE
TEA BAG/
THE CLIENTS,
MUCH TO HIS
SURFRISE,
DROPFPED THE
SAMPLE BAGS
INTO cUPSs OF
HOT WATER..

i
™ JUST 2+ HOURS.
T B PATCF,

NEXT: When autumn cojnes.
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