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BROCK got his artificinl leg In
the lnte summer, He still uged
two canes but Dr, Pellinm hpd ns-
sured Corlnne Kittridge thot in
! time he would leam to do without

i them.

Hig face wan thin, fino-drawn.
i | There wus about him n tension,
[} the same sort of tension she
gensed In Thayer, Only when
| Moya wins present did thot ten-
' ” slon lessén in Brock. And for n

1omg time there had been growing
In Mra, Kitthldge confirmation of
her first conviction that Brock's
I morrlnge was o bitter mistake,
| beoaring now the frult af jts folly.
| Mrs, Kittridge pictured him ps
’ trapped, That he was not maok-
I ing # more gpeody recovery was
| due solely to his dilemmo. Which
1,' made young Dr, Lacey's oplnion
f' mosl unwelcome when he pald o
| cill on o doy the older doctor wos

) indisposed. )
"There's more to this business
r than legs"” He hod sald brusguely
when Mrs. Kitiridge had men-
tloned Brock's improvemenlt

1] “Phey'te making wonderful res-

torations in this war, but the renl

| oleps still have to be taken with
| the mind, never forget that."”

"Meaning?"
“Phyeleal  Injury can  maim
1 mind as well ns body., More so,
bugnuke we con see physicil in-
| li: jury: the other can so success-
fully be hidden. Disastrously, of
| cotrse,  This dedper sidoe {8 the
joby of you at home; tough job,
| tho"
"My son has every nssuranee of
love and understanding' said
1 Mra, Kittéldge, "He knows his

,'|: mother hit never failed him—and
) I| ! will not il him now.*

| “The thing s not to let him foll
'] himeelf," Dr. Locey sald sharply.
“8ee that He meets nll the de-
mands life hos the vight to mike

( upron him,"
“First we must get Him well™
Il Mus, Kittridge sald with dignity.
| “Phan you will get him woell!
H sald Dr, Licey ng he Look abrupt

leave.
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fP'HE whole thing kept running

through her mind today as she
watched Brock's unrest. 1t was
with relief she saw Moya's ear
drive in and she went ot once to
greet her visitor,

“Hello,” Moya sold, ot esse in
her  knowledge of  welcome,
“Where's Brock? I'm running out
to Corning—some Auxilinry stuff.
1 thought he might like the ride.'

“Just what he needs,"” Mra. Kit-
tridge snid. Her eyes and Moya's
mot, agreement in them and un-
derstanding,

14 certainly appenls lo ine more
than sitling around,” Brock sdid,
overhenring os he came in.

Onee In the open, some of the
tension that bound the man es-
caped in speech. “Lord, but I'm
glad you came along, Moya, 1
wan nbout to . M

Her glones slanted toward him
ag whe d . I didn't drop by
on dmpulge; T planned all day that
yau'd go with me."

“Cool nbout it, aren't you?" But
gomehow their hands found each
other's and he félt the strong
curling of her fingers around his
own, They had offen driven this
wiy in the pnst, the dear erazy
post so without complexities,

They were oul of fown now
and the road ran by o tree-
covered hill.  Something stabbed
through Brock, Not gince his re-
turn had he come oul the Corning
rond past Drumhbend Hill, Under
n distant tree sotheone was stand-
g, He only glimpsed the fgure
but It was o switch thrown ‘o set
thingn In motlon. Instantly upon
the sereen of his mind ashed
pletures,  Some emotion In him
writhed nnd twisted, wanting to
be froe. There was upon him the
need of more thon this domned
pasgivity tha! sucked at him like
quicksand,

Hiy wards were o commpipnd,
“Stop the ecar, Moyn"

She oboyed with plaerity, turn-
ing to him in quick coneern. “ls
nnything wrong?"

"Let me drive.”
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TOR on instant there was the

stillness preceding movement,
then wordlessly she stepped out
and walked around the cur to re=
appear ot his side. He had al-
ready slid over into the driver's
sent,

His heart banged In his chest,
For doys he had wanted to drive
a car; now he had fo, go that In
activity he conld forget what thut
figure standing there on Drum-
head Hill had reminded him of.

Of Thoyer, whom he had sent
from him that morning weeks ogo
with the cold fury of hin words.

He eould still remember—may-
bie tome doy he'd forget—how her
face hud crimsoned, then paled
until her eyes wers enormous, She
hod turped and walked away,
pride in every line of her,

Two doys Iater he hod Jeft for
the hospital where he was to have
further treatment and récelve his
leg, be instructed in its use.

He had stayed away longer than
he need have, much longer, but at
last he had come home secure in
the knowledge that he appeared
whole agidin. It seemed he could
never grow tired of looking at the
foed of hiy two shoés projecting
from beneath his trouser cufls,
Two shoes—two feet . . .

He hnd winted to swagger just
a litle that first night of hLie
homecoming. Thoyer was over-
dug from the offlce ond he stood
up for 16 minutes before she ar-
rlved so that her fiest gight of Him
might be thot way, He began to
grow tired with standing.

He was momentarlly shocked (o
goe how pale nnd tired she lopked
whon she came. She said, "Brock
—you're back . . " and came lo-
ward him ag If nothing hod been
wrong between them, He hod
bean cautioned agalnst fon-swift
movement; now he forgot, He
never knoew how it happened, how
he ®lipped, blundered, cought
himsell and crashed foolishly into
a sitling position In o nebrby
chile, Thayer cried, "Oh, Brock,
are you hurt?" und he was right
bock where he had been on the
night of his henecoming from
Guadalcanal, Imprisoned In #
chalr, looking up at her. Nothing
wad chonged, Nothing,
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Out Our Way J.R. Williams

BUT HE'S -
S0 BUSY
APOLOGIZIN'
FER NOT
BEIN' IN TH'
ARMY THAT

HE'S GIVING '\
AWAT WHY )

SEE THAT SILVER HE Alrld'T
PLATE IN MY SKULLT TAKIN' IT
I FELL ON MY HEAD UP, HE'S
ONCET? SEE THEM . \} TAKIN'IT
VARICOSE VEINST SEE DOWN !
THEM FLAT FEETT AN HE'S NO
1 GOT BAD EYES AN GOOD FER
A BROKE ARM THAT ANYTHING
WASN'T SET RIGHT! ELSE, SO
HE'S JOININ'
Us, HEYE

AT'S WHY 1 COULDN'T
GO IN THLARMY-- SO 1
TOOK DP TH' MAFCHIN-
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RODLHERE QUICHK L1 WOMKSY

[i1's AROUT| WHERE 1S THS _ | o—
NOU IO MRS MY BROWMER ~H sy )

NOUNG WHRLP WHO
TS TRNING TO TRYE
| OUER MY 30 AS

=

Gow LETS CR

BE
\WE NEED MEM

]

= X, ey I
WE GOTTA BE \CHEIK ! © i
‘f-'\!-?TE\-FUL. WHO |SPEC GoT A CLUB! 'h—lA:i'J
MEANS INITIATIONS .

-~ IOIN THE &

L CoPA; 1945 BY NEA BERYICE, INC.

ONIGHT L WEEL
BE LUCKT,
FENOR BLACKY

Tad

e & [‘_;\‘r;‘. POW
| ARE WO,

o fl : '-':‘-'.1“
B

SRRVIGE. NG TN ES e VAT OTE

Merrill Blosse

M- NOW THEYVE | YEAH, CAPTAIN L:;:CJK“ WELL, SERGEANT,
# IFWE HAVE ANY
TROUBLE., WE'LL
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By Leslie Turner )

GUICK ! WY UNWORTRY/ I HUMBLY DISAGREE!
WHICH WAY |EARS HEARD | THE RUNNER TURNED
DIP FLEEING | HER RUM ONN_THIS WAY.
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