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1R dream was o cruel one, One | fose hurriedly. A glance showed | farce? Why explain, Thuyer? I WHEN T TOLD YoU T & T2l HIM ROW TREATMENT

Her mother-indaw's door was now
closed. Good! Hest
Mrs. Kittridge needod,

moment Brock held Thayer in
his nrnis; the next she wos gone

wans what

SEPIROCK," sald Thayer uncer-
tainly when they were alone,
“I went to your room."”

know the score, Let's forget it]
that’s best, isn't it?"
8he stored [ncredulously. Then,
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and only Inughter came buck o) The clock reasmured her ng she | “I—1 was downstalrs when your A RENOWNED TH LONG
Kim when he called her, IL was | dressed and she took an extra | mother came, Brock.M DEAD PAST.
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moment to perfect her muke-up

“Let's not go Into i, Thoyer."

: GLIENTIST, HONENER
a nightmare which had tortured

RIDER DOWN

before she sped down the long

She swallowed before she could

him in the early days of hospltal- :
stalr, straight to Broek's door, and n 5 s me,

izatlon. 1t wakened him now and | come remote part of her found ;inr?::ll‘t'." You don't believe m

he luy rigid, trying to remember | lime lo be amused at her haste. |~ Silence. She repeated, “You

She pushed open the door and her
enger, "Hello, darling,” died on
her lips, half spoken. The little
room wns empty,

Always Brock wulted 1o be
called to breakfast, Strange thuat
this morning , , .

Qutside the terrnce way vacant.
Thayer colled, “Brock—Brock,"
but received no unswer, She
wiolked slowly siround the corner
of the house, then stopped short.

Across the lawn she saw Brock
and his mother, They were talk-
ing, the man leanlng Iluavi]f on
his crutches, the woman holding
to his arm.

All the eager welcoming died in
Thayer., An odd chill roughened
her skin,

Mrs. Kittridge smiled as the girl
appronched. "DIm't it a perfect
maorning, Thayer?"

Thuyer stared. didn't
think you'd be up.”

Mrs. Kittridge rounded hor eyes
Innocently. “And why not?"

Thayer groped for words, I

don't believe me."

where he was, Then relief flood-
od over him. It was ot that mo-
ment, as his muscles tensed for
moy t, he how becnme
aware of the fnct that he was
alone. He fought back what must
surely be again the dream, strug-
gling toward renlity. Slowly, then
with desperate intensity, his hand
groped. The space beside him way

“Dogs It motter?™

“Then you won't believe either
that T went up with your mother
becouge she asked me to?"

“How chummy! 1 suppose she
asked you 1o stay so she wouldn't
be lonesome.”

“Why. ..." She stopped, awire
of the danger Into which her
promise hnd led her, She stared
nt Brock, Bhe must tell him the
truth. It was unfale she should
be bound with such a promise, it
was too much,

“"Look,” she said desperately,
“your mother . . "

He cut in sharply, "For God's
sake let's not drag on with this,
Or bring my mother inlo it."

Anger swept Thayer. “How can
I leave her out of it? Ever since
you've come back she's Iried, con-
sclously or unconsciously to come .
between us. And she seems 1o be
succeeding pretty well

Hig Inok held scorn, “Can't we
nccept the blame for our own mis-

"“,,%’“"‘
mething  tightened painfully
in his chest, Hurt and anger be-
gan to boll up Inglde him, So it
was that woy, was it? That way.
Pity, duly, remorse—something
hiad driven Thayer, and her near-
ness hid betruyed them both,
Now, while he slept gshe had fled
awny, Yes, fled. From the moimed
man who wis her husband, Brock
recalled from the thought, sick nll
over. Thayer had tried; he sup-
posed she had honestly tried . . .
He wae very still for a long
time, unaware of the moonlight's
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unceasing paln, unemotionsl, "Yes, Mom sald she |hands  came out in  entreaty, P77 v PARRRAED ?]" YOUNG PEOPVEL” >, e f

“Hrock, doecs last night mean
nothing to you?"

He stared at her with the cold
eyes of n sirengor, ond she wos
too blind with hurl (o see haw his
fingers were elenched on the
crutch, or the guiver of an over-
tensed muscle in his jaw, “Yes,
Plenty I'd rather forget. How
ubout you?"

(To Be Contlnued)

forgotl her key and you were good
enouggh o come downstalrs and
let her In,” To Thayver's cars the
emphaesis wns unmistakable,
"Well," Mrs, Kittridge sald, "1
mut go se¢ about breakfost, Come
in right away, won't you?" Thayer
watehed her eross the grass, her
R XHAUSTED, Thayer slept In|head up, Il wos as it she sald,
gpite of determination to re-| This T can do for my son; this I
miin awake. When she ogpened | will do.

USS Solace Gets

Ho told himuelf grimly from the
depths of hin bitlerness thal she
would never have to worry agaln,
and the blackness of before-dawn
hid him, He'd foce it now. Deep
down hod persisted the hope. . , .
Now he knn-w; lh.crn.wns none,
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PORTLAND, Sept. 12 (UP) — Freckl His Frien Fporesy r
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Lelind 1. Whilgrove, supervisor
ol noval constiuction al Pottland,
to Comdr. Bdward Pelerson, USN,
was mode for “extremely merit-
orvipus serviee” during the Jop-
anese  Peoapl Horbor  attack on
Beoc. 7, 1041,

Aflter Pearl Harbor, the solaoe
served with the fleet ot Guadal-
canal, New Guines, Hollundia,
Tarawa, Manus, Roi-Namur, Eni-
wotok, Baipan, Guam, Peleliu,
Arguar, Iwo Jima, Kurema Rello,
Okinowa and Shimo.
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