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CEREMONIAT, EXECUTION OF
AN ALLIED AIRMAN
Xnu

"RE 1z another aspect o

Shinto which explains Japa-
nese treachery and cruelty. For
Bhinto, the “"Way of the Gods,"
hns only one moral Imperative,
and that s proclaimed by its
name; It Is the duly to follow the
Ywny of the gods'' But the gods
whaose "ways" are 1o be followed
wore conceived In a primitive
Jungle age, and therefore disploy
oll the characteristics of the jun-
gle nge. They nre murderous,
cruel, tricky, treacherous, dirty,
and incldentally obseene,

Lest other influences ke Bud-
dhism or Western civilization
should have softened the Japnnese
fiber, the Shinto statesmen, ke
Hitler In Germnny, have corrled
ihrough a process which one Jap-
aneso professor so aptly describes
oi "re-barbarization.'” It, loo wos
accomplished by n trninlnu wWhich
deliberately educates the nation's
youth in eruelty, brutality, and
murder, and encourages the prac-
tiee of them to make it hprd—
much ns primitive savages edu-
eate thelr youth at the tariure
stake, This tralning finds Ig cli-
max on the baltle felds, whore
Japanese soldiers nre rewnrded
for victory by permission and en-
courngement 1o Indulge In de-
moniacal oulbursts of rapine, tor-
ture, and murder ns a means of
stimulating primitive blood Tust
and the deslre to kil

The course of the Paclfie war
hns demonstrated that nelther his
gavagery nor his trsining hove
been nble to make the Jopancss
noldier a mnatch for the Allled
fighting men, whose faith passes
his understanding, But it Is well

ptrocities inflicted by the Jupn-
mese on their vietims are no ex-
cespes  of Individunls, bul the
planned resulte of n syslem de-
Hiberately created to promaote the
oggresslve deglgmn of o snvage
thegerntle state of which the Jap-
anese Emperor fs God, ruler ond
high priest, who gives his "Im-
perial Sanction"” to it all

From the Diary of a Japancse ¥

goldier killed at Salamaua, New
Guinea, entry for March 29, 1043:

WE all asgembled ot headgunr-
ters where one of the crew of n
Douglag shot down by antl-alr-
crnft March 18 was brought under
gunrd,

Tal Commander (Sub-Liruten-
ant First Mags) Komal told us it
had heen decided lo execute him
and he was to be ac-:o‘ded a
Samurnl's death, J

We were agprembled to witness
the executlon, The prisoner was
given a drink of watler outside the
guard houso, The chief surgeon,
Lieutenant Komal nnd n platoon
commander benring o sword come
from the officors' mess.

The time has come. The pris-
oner of war totters forwnrd with

1 foel he suspects what is nfoot,
but he I8 more composed thon 1
thought he would be, Wihout
more ado he In pul on n truck
nnd taken to the ploce of execu-
tian,

The prigoner sita beside the
chief surgeon and about ten
guards necompany him, The nolie
of the engine echoes nlong the
rond in the hush of twilight, The
sun hag fet and columns of clouds
rise boefore us,

1 glance at the prisoner and he
seems prepared. He gnzes ol the
grang, now ot the mountuins and
en,

Al the executlon ground Lleu-
lenant Kamal faces the prisoner
and snid: “You are to die. T am
golng to kill you with this Japn-
nese  sword  aecording  to the
Somural' code”

The commander's face Is stern.
Now the time has eome, The pris-
oner is made o sit on the edge
of o water-filled bamb erntor, The
preeaution g tnken to surround
him with gunrds,

When 1 put myself In his place
tho hote engendered by thix doily
hombing yields to ordinnry humnn
feelings,

The Tal commonder draws his
favorite sword, the famous *Osn-
mune." The sight of the glittering
blnde sends cold shivers down the
spine, First he touches prisoncer’s
necke Tghtly with sword,

Then he roises it overhend. His

his arms tied. His hair is eut
close,
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Jap With Samural Sword About to Behead Allied Flyer

Otto'D.

| Tolischus

hia eyes for o second and ot once
the sword sweeps down.

Swish—it sounds at first lke
nolse of cutllng, but is actunally
mode by blood spurling from
arleries as the body falls forward,
Everybody steps forward as head
rolls on the ground,

The darle blopd pushes from
trunk. All s over, There Hes the
head ke o white doll,

I renlize that the emotions T felt
just now was not personal pity
but manifestation of magnanimity
that becomes a chivalrous Samu-
ral,

A superior senman from the
medical unit recelved the sword
from the surgeon, IHe rolla the
body on bock,

“Here's something for the other
ke that," he says, and with
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By Edgar Martin
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READ [ONE (MPORTANT
SOME | POINT MUST BE
MORE [SETTLED, HOWEVER,,

Bl

one swoep lays open the abid M,
“These thick-headed white ——
nre thick-bellied too,” he remarks,
There's not t drop of blood Teft
in maon's body. The seaman gives
him: a kick, then buries it
The wind Bows mouwrnfully and
the seene prints el on my mind,
Darleness desvends,

In front of hendguarters we got

off truclk., If ever I gol back alive
this will malke gond story to tell,
That's why T wilte {t down.
The prisoner killed todoy wasg
nirforce “toi" (eaptain or Night
Hettenant)  from  Aoresby, He
yvoung man agedd 23, an Instructor
In Army lrangport command at
Moresby.

THE END
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