THE LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER, L.A GRANDE, OREGON

Saturday, August, 18, 1946

THE GOD-EMPEROR
1

IN the eyues and hearts of his sub-
Jeets, the Japanése Emperor s
no ordinary mortal ruler like the
seculor ond politicn) heads of stote
th the West, Including kings who
elalm to rule by divine right, He in
God himself, or rather the human
Incornation of an elérnal God,

This unique position of the JTup-
agnese Emperor, which by o his-
torleal porndox, it far more fArmly
estoblished In modern than it wos
in feudal Japan, Is based on the
national Shinto falth which pro-
claims that he [5 the lineal de-
geendant of the Sun Gaddess, the
highest delty In the Joponese
Pantheon of "eight hundred myrl=
od" gods, who rules the Henvens,
| and who charged her descendants
with the vule of the Joponese
Islonds. This nssumed descont s
pecepled by the whole Japanese
nutidn, barring & few intelliclunls
long since silenced, an o literal
gnd fundamental truth, and it is
the basic maxim on which resis
the whole Japanese theoeratic
state, There s, Indeed, no ruler
on earth able to eommand the
same kind of religlous reverence
and fanatical lovalty and devolion

4 people froely give
APEror.

It 18 not necessary that the Em-
peror be oo, or wise, or stronig,
Hix title is his lincoge which
mukes him God; ond as God e
{i—In. theory—the absolute ruler,
i fact, the nlgolute owner of all
Jupun mnd all the Japanese peo-
ple, abuve all human Judgment or
chnllenge, nbove even the frailtios
of hig own humuan inearpation.

Legltimaey Questloned

There In no doubt thot the Jnp-
anese dynosty is by for the oldest
in the world—go old ond unigue
thot it is without o fomily nome
But it did not plways enjoy
present prosperity.  Within his-
fopit times It hos swdIered miny
vicissitudes, ond by  Western
stundards even Ils I-.-glllm.'-n')f iy
more thin dublous, By no menns
has the Japdnese throms been ol-
woys transmitted in direct suc-
cesslon from father to son, The
dynusty could be sustolned only
beécuuse of the very fetible Ori=-
entnl concept of whot ronstitutes
a family—a concept boased not on
the union belween hupband and
wife, but on the relation bolween
father and children. The wombn
does not aceount for much in
Japun, and the 1legitimacy of the
offspring on the mother's §de is
no bar to Inheritance, If thive In
no helr by the legitimate Empress,
an helr by o concubine is jusi né
eligible. The futher of the pre:
Emperor was himaelf the olfapr m;
of such o union between the Em-
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Emperor Hirchito
“rapan {8 a holy land, It was
made by the Gods, whose lineal
degeendant g the Emperor,
Henee he must be . . . wWors
shiped as a God.”

peror Meijl ond n Indy of the
vourt, I there s no olfspring by
the ruling emperor ot all, the
throne goes to the next of kin
within the large Imperlal elon
tompriking mony families, Only
thus won the life of the dynosty
stretched out over many centuries.

The succession to the throne s
now regeatid by the Imperial
Huuge Low which takes thotl situ-
allin into peeount. 1L provides
that the throne shall go to the
mile descendonts of the male line
in the order of genjority and near-
ness of kin, But this ordered
succession s of recent origin,
Prior to it, the succeseélon waos
often decided by the whims of in-
Mividunl Emperors or Empresses,
vr by the intrigues among the
fadies—or the gentlemen—aof the
Impetinl boudolrs, until Anally the
throne became merely o pawn In
the power polities of the dtrong
men whe really ruled the country

- - .

CTHAT Shinto hog been nble to

muke of the Jopanese Emper-
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ars within living memory ls shown
by the followlng:

"According te Shinto, Japan' s
a holy land. It wos madé by the
Godn, whose lincal descendant is
the Emperar, Hence he must be
fevered and worshiped s o God."
—LConstitutional Development of
Japan, 1863-1881, by Dr. Toye-
kichl  Iyenogu, Johns Hopkins
University Studles, 1801,

"It s the duly of every man
born on the Imperial soil to yleld
devoted loyalty to his Soverelgn,
even at the sdcrifice of his own
life. Leét no one suppose for a
moment that there [y any oredi}
due him for so dolng—Histery
of the True Succession of the T«
vine Monarchs, by Kitubatoke
Chiknfusa, 1203-1354,

Hesvenly Created Throns
“Jupun's natlonnl pollity s
unigue in the world, Heaven senl
down Ninigo-no-Mikoto to Kashi-
harn, Yomato Province, with a
message thet their posigrity
should relgn over snd govern Ju-
pan for sgea eternal. It was on
this happy day, 2601 years ngo,
thot our frst Emperor, Jlmmu,
ascended the throne. Dynasties in
forelgn countries wete created by
man. Forelgn kings, emperors und
presidents ore all ereated by men,
while Jopan has s spcred throne,
inherited from the Imperial &in-
teators, Jopanese Imperial rule,
therefore, 18 an  extension of
Heaven, The dynosties created by
men may collapse but the Heay-
enly crented throne ls beyond
men's’  power.'—Baron Kiichiro
Hiranuma, Home Minister, in
speech 1o sehool teachars at cele-
bration. of the “2001st" annlver-
sary of the foundation of the Jap-
anese Empire, Feb, 11, 1841,
“That the Mikado reigns and
governs the country absolutely,
by a Right inherited from His
Divine Ancestors, Is the uncon-
scious belief and the instinctive
feeling of the Jopanese people,
Indesd [t may be sald to be thelr
religlon. Theoreticully he is the
center of the State as well os the
State itself, He s lo the Jupanass
mind the Supreme Belng In the
Cosmos of Japan, us God Is in
the Universe to the pantheistic
philusopher. From him everything
emanates; in him everything sub-
sists; there s nothing on the soll
of Jopan existent independent of
him. He is the sole owner of the
Emplire, the suthor of low, justice,
privilege, und honor, nnd the sym-
bol of the unity of the Jupanecss

natlon, , . J"—The Politleal De-

velopment of Japan, by George
Etsujiro Uyehora, former Viee
Spenker of the House of Repre-
sentotives, London, 1910,

(NEXT: Emperor of the Wnrld)
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pert pulled slooves to delight a
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