—— e — . —

La Grande Evening Observer
Frank Schiro, Publisher
WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 15, 1845 Page Four

Locked Out!

.\.\

.\,

77

Atoms and Men

They are saying now that the power

of the atomic homb is 80 terrible thut
men will no longer dare to wage war,
That would be comforting Lo believe, ut
they were saying the same thing about
the bomber sivplane only seven years
ngo. They probably made the same pre-
diction when gunpowder was first used
in battle,

The fact remains that no wespon,
However tervible, has ever curbed war-
making. Andd some of the best human
minds down through the centuries have
devoted much of their talent and en-
erey Lo ereating more elpbornte and
efficient methods of bringing quick and
widespread death to their brothers,

Now the scientists of
funtastic race with the
their enemies, have perfected the most
horrifying agent of death the world has
evir known, In doing so they have
probed another secret of the universe.
They tauken the motivating en-
erpy of life upon this planet and, with-
out being able to explain i, have har-
nessed nnd used i,
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The explosion of the fiest atomic
Bomb was no mere shattering than the
unnounceement of its existence, The ems
ployment of atomic chergy, surely one
of the greal selentific achieveront of
all time, promises ineadealable
in history and human lite, Yot i«
to bo trusted with the
wientifie wisdom?

chnnges
nun
nddy frait of

his own

His record to date s not good, Too
often the

preat seientifie leader hus

!f unny Bum ness

been followed by stupid men and vicious
men who have cheapened and pervert-
er the gift of his discoveries. It might
he better if men would devote their en-
ergien for w faw years to ralsing their
moral and ethieal stature to the point
where they could employ their present
scientific advancement decently and
wisely, rather than devising more sour-
ves of power which, in the wrong hands,
ure sources of cataclymic murder.

It may be vight, by the rules of war,
for ug to visit this cataclysmic death
upon & cruel and guilty enemy who has
been offered o way out of n hopeless
war and has refused to take it. But what
is to be done with this new weapon in
the future?

At present th e weapon is a secret
wknown only to a few persons in this
country and Britain. It is a product of
two nations which genuinely love and
want peace—a fact for which the world
muy well thank God. It might be well
if they kept that seeret and guarded it
with despernte vigilance until the rest
of the world has shown itself fit to
share il

It is more important that the United
Nations  Organization prevent future
war than that we van our ships and qir-
planes by atomic energy instead of
steam and gasoline, 1t is more fmpor-
tant that the world keep the peace
through sincere desive and friendly ef-
fort than through fear of another win's
festruetion, For the ef fort, though
never vet honestly made, is the world's
only hopee. And the fenr has never pre-
vented war, and never will,
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WASHINGTON—Already selsntific plan-
ners for the next war have working
secretly on such weird things a0 Loses on
the moon from which they eould lauheh huge
rocket bombs on any pation; pla
would geem ludicrous and loug
it not for the deadly achievements of
in other directihans,

Already, Gen. Willium Dono
office of stralegic services have been plan-
ning o worldwide espionuge network to
operate in peacetime by which we could spy
on other countries. 3

Already Adm. Emest King had drawn
plans for 73 warships not to be completed
untll three or four years after the wur. which
peace-aspiring Jimmy Byrne: knocked out
of the budget because they were nut need-
ed and obviously were aimed a1 future use
ugainst only one country—HRussia.

Already the war department had been
Spurring a campaign for peacetime conserip-
tion, never before adopted in the 1. 8. A,

In other words, our top planners were
largely Ignoring the hopes and ideals for
which this war was fought. Already, they
were plunging nhead toward the abyss of
the next warld war, blindly oblivious to (he
aful state’yin store for thein, They
plunging ahead just as If another war were
4 foregone conclusion—until Aug. 6, snd the
atom bomb over Hireshima.

Now a cold chill has erept pver the workd,
aven over the hard-boiled war planners,
though notever all of them, The New York
News cameout with an editorisl urging that
unless CaMgda shure with us her uranium
deposits; we should forcibly take them,

Good Neighborliness Pays

This isthe kind of jingoism on which war
feeds, And, If there is one thing we have
learnéd in this country, it is thut being o
good neighbor pays dividends. We have
only to 'look at our vast borders with Can-
adn and Mexico, minus a single armed guard,
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or at the thousands of people commuting ev-
vry day seross the Rio Grunde or the Niog-
ara or the Detroft river, to see that we of
Narth Ameriea have led the world in neigh-
borcliness.  And when you remember that
our Wade with Canoada, Cuba and Mexico is
greater than with any other three countiries,
obviously good neighborliness pays.

Except for off intervals, when we landed
marines in Nicaragup or Haiti, we have not
tried to lord it over other people. We have
tried on the whole to respect the rights of
others. We did not dam off all the water
in the Colorado river from Moxico, but di-
vided it peacably by treaty. We have made
plenty of mistokes, byt perhops we have
come nedrer to putting Christianity to work
on an internidtional basis than other major
POWETrs.

But vven s¢, we have not kept out of war,

So the problem of preventing future wars
is very deep and very difficult. 1t goes much
deeper than the United Nations, which,
though o start in the right direction, has se-
vere limitations, 1t gets down to education,
lo the churches, and to carryving out the ba-
sic rules of Christ's sermon on the mount.

How we can do ity I don't know. But we
must do i, or see eivilization vanish from
the corth.

Roosevel! and Stalin

There has been a Jot of talk about how
Russin wag argued into the Japanese war al
Polsdem, The real fact, however, is, Stalin
made his initial commitment to President
Roosevelt at Teheran, The details of what
happened can now be revealed for the first
time,

At Tehran, the Big Three held their first
Eet-together. The atmosphere warmed very
slowly. Roosevelt had never met Stalin be-
fore, but they got along very well. Stalin
tind Churchill, however, were almost at dag-
gers' point
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WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

Infidelity of wives is responsible for 48
percent of the mental breakdowns that keep
returned servicemen in hospitals, cither un-
fit for civilian life of return to the armed
forees. So says Capt. Howard Sprague, chief
of mental rehabilitation for 5000 patients at
St. Albans naval hospital, Queens, New York.

There is no defense for the war wives who
have been faithless jn their husbonds' ab-
sence, no matter what exeuses they may fined
for thelr own conduet, Bul there 5 one ser-
lous mistake that has been made during this
war which might account for some of the in-
fidelity of wives,

That is, the way the soldier overseas has
been portriyed as a woman choser. What
picture have the women back home been
given of the service muan away from home?

Well, it has been a composite photo mado
up of disquicting figures on venereal did-
vase, widely publicizcd stories of hushands
falling in love with girls in other countries,
lightly written accounts of the way foreign
women throw themselves at American men
in uniform

Not a pretty pieture for the wife at home
—ar one that tends to make her feel socure

in her marriage.

And, of ¢, there are wives who are
foalish enough to say to themselves. “Well,
why should 1 suppose my George is any dif-
ferent from the rest?” From there they go
on to rationalize: "Why should I sit at home
waiting for a man who probably isn't wait-
ing for me?"”

Not that such reasoning accounts for all
of the infidelity among war wives. There
are plenty of no-seeount women who matr-
ried servicemen for their allotment checks
and never had dny intention of being faith-
ful to them.

But that kind of reasoning is sure to ae-
count for some of the infidelity of wives,
And it is too bad they have been given such
n disturbing picture. For the wife back home
needs to huve hor morale kept high, just as
much s does the husband overseas,

It hasn't been built up by the picture
Ameritan women have been given of the
Ameriean serviceman away  from  home,
which ean't be any more true of all men in
uniform than (s the faithfless war wife a
true portrait of all war wives,

Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETER EDSON, La Grande Evening Observer Washington conupondm

WASHINGTON, Aug. 15—How things got
done in Washington und how the wires got
pulled §s always revealing

Take this |)ru]’:u_"-u| to establish n Mizssouri
Valley Authority which has stivred up the
folks of thut aren into two opposing cumps.
While the people don’t want an MVA <oy
thot the idea is belng foreed on them by a
bunch of carpet baggers, conception of the
Plan really traces buck to James C. Patton
of the National Farmers union of Denver

The Farmers Union s made up largely of
small farmers and tenamt farmers. as oo
posed to the higger tand owners and oper
ators It has eclose conheetions with 10O
and PAC.

Early in'the war, Patton east around for
some project Lo improve the lot of his mem-
bers in the big mid-woest, He sent identica
letters to three government agencles—de-
partment of agriculiune. department of
terior and Tennesseo Valley authority.  (He
invited or suggested that cach of these
cies send leams of experts into the aren b
nppraige s resourees and develop o post
witr program for better gee of the land

Advantuges of such 4 progeam to an
ganization llke Patton's are fairly obivioy
Most of the good land has been setil
taken up "he = for a hitth
starting out in { us the ploneper
the home irem't too nume
Nevertheless, i hvere for grow
The Missou presents one sixtl
the U. S e, Yet it has only o
thirtieth of the U 8. population. More
lation, more memisers for Farmers Uniu

tealiers

The sécrvtaties of interior and ARt
o seceit of the Patton letter, came
Baie conclusion, unbeknownst to each othe
They looked owver thelr stalfe their wat
Jeets and their budgets und decided they t
neit the i the mén nor the mor
I what they wanted. They deciine

prets

FVAL however, feaped at the chance Wi

| the teevor of its cult It loaned & staff of
vapirts,  They went over the Missour; »
V. Then they preparcd u draft of a bill
i MVA in the liage of TVA
he gpportunity to nsor MVA was giv
on o Senator James E Al y of Montanu
o Missourd valley « Murtay is the grea
nan. He has a fus
I the loss [n popula

ate

spokesman of the
ther natural concern

tion which some of the Missouri valley states
have suffered during the war because they
il few industries which could be converted
o war production and too few big communi-
ties with a labor force already assembled
and housed.  The states in the valley that
hidl the most to offer drained off the popu-
lation from areas with less opportunity,
Assuming sponsorship of the MVA bill,

Murray looked around for support: Among
other places, he went to department of in-
terior,  Bureau heads  there looked over

Mureay's bill and weren't too pleased,

The public power sections looked okay
But the experts rom TVA, coming from an
arten of surplus rainfall where water had to

bedrained off, wpparently did not reckon
with conditions that had to be met in the
semi-ard Missouri valley  There was in-
suffici provision: for irrigation projects,

for. proty

wn of grozing areas, the great na-
tonal purks, enpre of the Indions and many
of th w choraeteristie things that make
tip life in this vast aren.

Interioe thereupon proceeded to draft a
This was o more general
rity" bill, intended to make it possible
to ereate not just a Missourl valley author-

sut others as well—Columbia, or Central
of Californis—as the need for them
Wi And naturally, the Interior Boys, al-
grazing service, bureau of rec-
fish and wildlife, national parks
of other miscellaneous businesses

thelr wings, wrote their proposals to
wp the department of interor in charge.
I too much for Senstor Murrav
» much for the Farmers Union and the
ocal backers of the MVA idea alone,

wwn
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SUaTe lckes and his aides have talked
r bill and shown it around in pub-
But it hasn't been intrecluced in con-
ind |t probably won't be until the
riper.
Thy whole subject therefore remaing gome-
ng for public discuss Ths |
on, nre shouting at edch oth
the valley, Something mig

1 cungress convenes (n the fait
ents of MVA ure well organ
ten ¥
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“Which is more important. dear—{or an ex-scldier to be on time
or fo go around the office looking like a fashion plate?”

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E, McKENNEY

America’s Card Authority

CAPITALIZE ON FOE'S
ERRORS TO WIN HAND

I am not o very good kibitzer
because 1 like to enter into the
bidding and play of every hund,

and certainly no one con keep me
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out of the discussion. That is
why 1 always enjoy the rubber
bridge games in Chicago. While
only four peaple play, there are
at least 10 people in the game.
My old friend R. W. Halpin, one
of Chicago's outstanding players,

® BARBS

The atomic bomb has put it
squarely up to the world as to
its future—peace or pleces!

An eleetrie light bulb used on
warships withstands battle
shocks, Perfect for the front
hall when dad comes home late!

Just. move to @ nice place in
the country, or near a lake, if
you want your friends to drop in
and stay and stay and stay.

A large apple crop is in the
offing. Orchards will be safe—
—Just os goon as schoul opens.

Yawata, the “Pittsburgh of Ja-
pan,” got a real break. It was hit
only by demolition bombs from
225 Superforts,

Mother is the one who will real-
ly enfoy her vacation ot home—
Just as soon as school opens.

“Retail Prices Hold Level"—
headline. Sinee when have they
been on the level?

sent me this hand, played by
Ralph Kempner,

Kempner let the opening lead
ride around to his singleton
gueen, then led the deuce of
hearts and finessed  dummy's
ning-spot. Next he led the queen
of hearts, East winning, Al this
point, if East had returned a
spade, the hand would have been
dead, Bul East led the king of
diamonds. Kempner won  in
dumimy, ruffed a small club,
picked up the outstanding trumps,
and led a spade over to the ace.
As Halpin said in his letter, that
was Bingo!

@ IN FORMER
YEARS

30 Years Ago

Union county's jall is empty to-
day, Three prisoners in it last
night have flown—flown with
traces left behind of skilled jail-
birds engineering the esenpe, and
clear  evidence that someone
smuggled a saw into the county
jail with which the prisoners
could saw their way to freedom,

Prog and cons of reduging wa-
ter charges in the city will be
heard tonight when the Commer-
cial elub meets to like up the
matter which has been brought
to their attention,

15 Years Ago

The first move to extend the
work of the state Americanization
commission Into extreme custern
Oregon probably will be made
within the next few weeks, ac-
cording to Frank S. Sever, sec-
retary of the commission, when
he will attempt to organize a
class of foreign born residents ot
La Grande,

La Grande's miniature golf
course, at the corner of Spring
and Cedar strects, will be open
for play tomorrow, [

10 Years Ago

Three plays, a comedy, a trag-
edy, and a fantasy, have been se-
lected by the Little Theater group
of La Grande for presentution
this summer,

There were 250 4-H ¢lub mem-
bers and local leaders from Buk-
er, Wallows and Union counties
pru-.l nt at the 4-H ¢lub pienic
held at the Eastern Oregon exper-
iment station at Union yesterday

This Curious World

THERE WAS NO NEED
FOR OLD AGE
SECURITY....
FOR NO ONE EVER
REACHED OLD AGE/
STUDIES OF SKULLS
FROM THAT FERIOD
SHOW THAT FEW

SuToF gd tI i
VERY TEN CHI
HATEHED 1N mscoefs‘f:m

o ARE Wayre,
P\ N
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A LEFT-HANDED PULL HITTER.
IN BASEBALL USUALLY HITS
TO WHICH FIELD.. . £857,
OR RYGNT S,

ANSWER: To right field
NEXT: A bird that goes north in winter.



