
o

Victory Special Page Four THE LA GRANDE EVENING OBSERVER, EA GRANDE, OREGON Wednesday, August 15, 1945

Blockade. Total Loss
Of Fleet Beat Japan mmammmmmmmmmm." )mmmxmi$nmmmmMmMmmmmm

render, it would have developed
upon the U. S. army to beat the

By SANDOR S. KLEIN

W A S H I N GTON (UP)
Japan was beaten by the de-

struction of its fleet, the
enemy s fanatic legions in the
homo islands. This would have
involved tremendous armies.

Allies On Laidmangling of its cities by air,
and a strangling blockade. It The task of beating the enemy'swas IMUte''- - ' Zf.r" ' ' '. rpowerful forces on the mainlandand out-foug- was left for the Russian and Chi

nese military machines.S u r r e n dor undoubtedly was
In the final analysis It was thehastened by the atomic bomb and

Russia's entry into the Pacific brilliance, the daring of Amer
ican strategy and tactics, and thewar. Its doom, however, had al

ready been sealed.
To reuch the heart of the en

hceroism of America's fighting
men that turned the tide of war.

emy empire, the United States The military man will tell youleaped over vast sea distances, Japan laid the foundations for its
taking what it needed for bases own defeat the day it attackedand thousands of iS' Pearl Harbor. This act set in molands. It chopped down Japan's tion the full force of America'svaunted fleet from the air and

great industrial potential.from the sea. U. S. submarines
Serious Mistakeand planes shattered Japan's

! Vt F INGS,TO COME IN GERMAN Y--Fate of the German people, outlined in terms
Dig three conference, is symbolised in recent European photo as modern war machine lakes off
,0!!?. T?r d W Jch Pn farmer, using age-ol- d methods, lills in order to produce need-x- t

Germany. Denasilied and demilitarised, Germany is lo become an agrarian nation.
The navy will tell you Japanmerchant fleet.

Stab Deeply made a serious strategic mistake.
It might have driven the batter in Japan s' defeat. For years beed U. S. fleet off the seas had it

When its march across the Pa-

cific brought it at last to the very
doorsteps of Japan proper, the

The powerful U. S. third fleet
under Halsey began a scries of

fore the war, military studentsfollowed up the Pearl Harbor
preached that to beat Japan, itvictory. must be blockaded. Crowderi InBut Japan set out Instead on

territorial conquest. It Krabbed her tight group of islands, Japanwas reliant on the outsidethe Philippines, Netherlands In

south Pacific. Gen. Douglas r,

on President Roosevelt's
orders, fled from the Philippines.

By early spring of 1942, the
Japanese were in possession of
virtually the entire southwest Pa-
cific. On April 18 a daring band
of fillers electrified the woifld,
stunned the Japanese, raised
American hopes, and foreshadow-
ed the greatest destruc-
tion ever brought on a people.

dies, Malaya, Burma and gave
The concept was never abandon-
ed. In the end, Japan found it-

self cut off from its stolen em
the U. S. time to patch up its
wounds.

pire.It was a long, tough road to

United States sent its great air
fleets stabbing dteper and deeper
into the enemy homeland.

Defeat of Japan was accomp-
lished with a minimum of ground
troops. No great armies, such as
those which fought in Europe,
were engaged. But while the air
fleets unci the navy were heaping
destruction on the enemy's home-
land, preparations were being
made for the army to invade

If Japan had not chosen sur

The Pacific is an oceun of vast
distances. It was obvious Dec. 7
111, the key to ultimate victory

Tokyo. The United States had to
travel it virtually alone. The Brit-
ish were occupied with beating
Germany. Even the U. S. could
turn against the Japs but a por-
tion of its might.

First Attack
They were "Doolittle's boy;

was control of the seas. The
American nuvul command decid- -

d if the United States could not
the group . of 5 fliers who,
flying from the old carrier Hor-
net, mude history's first bombing

tuke command right awav. theone strategic fuctor stands out

devastating blows against Japan
air power in the Philippines.
Then in October came the dra-
matic news MacArthur had in-

vaded the Philippines.
The Japanese fleet, which had

been in hiding since its Guadal-
canal defeuts, finally came out
to fight, it run into disaster. In
the second buttle of the Philip-
pines it suffered one of the worst
defeats in history.

The Japanese lost in turn the
Philippines, Iwo Jima, und Oki-
nawa, even bloodier.

Then Quit
Superfortresses began a syste-

matic levelling of Japan.
Then, with shocking sudden-

ness on Aug. 5, the United States
unveiled the most terrifying
weapon mankind had ever co-
nceivedthe atomic bomb.

Another bombshell Russia's
entry into the war followed on
Aug. 8. President Trumun warn-
ed the Japanese on Aug. 9 they
would be destroyed.

The next morning, the Japa-
nese radio screamed "uncle."

Japanese should not. uttack on Tokyo.' Couldn't Slug Then on May 7 news was of theThe situation called for change battle of the Corul Sea, the first
great air-se- a engagement bePlan Your

Home
JVOW

tween the U. S. and Japanese V-- J Day, 1945

in command. President Roosevelt
called on Adm. Ernest J. King,
who then headed the Atlantic
fleet, to take over the combined
jobs of commander-in-chie- f of the

fleet, it saved Australia, wound
ed the Japanese navy, and, with
the battle of Midway later, turn
ed the tide of the war.

At great cost and only after
vicious land battles and great
sea fights, the United States
kicked the Japanese out of Guad

Upon this day, may we each go our respective ways to
our places of worship and honor those who have car-
ried on their collective shoulders a superhuman burden
during this war. If we remember that the quest for
peace does not end the day the last shot is fired, that
we haven't achieved the glowing goal of PEACE, we
shall have learned a masterful lesson. Let us resolve
this day to take part in the peace plan of the future,to be aware of our governments attitudes and action.

alcanal and began the long march
back up the Pacific.

Strike at Will
MacArthur, commanding Amer

U. S. fleet and chief of naval op-
erations. King in turn summoned
Adm. Chester W. Nimitz.

Nimltz had a simple plan of ac-
tion. He knew then he could-
n't slug it out with the Japanese.
So he decided to jab and feint
until Ameriqan's war - mobilized
labor could restore and augment
his fleet. He ordered the fleet or-

ganized inltoi fast moving tifck
forces.

- Strike Back
The victory - flushed Japanese

received a shocking surprise the
first of many when a task force
under Admiral William F. Hul-se-

jr., struck at ei)pmy naval
and air bases in the Marshall

ican and Australian troops, be
gan to push the Japanese out of

yjSIf0 . . . When buildinir materials will New Guinea.
Island after island in the southbe released in the peacetime world

of tomorrow 1

SCRAP DRIVE NETS BROOCH
WILMINGTON, Del. (UP) A

sterling silver brooch, contribut-
ed unwittingly with newspapers
and magazines during a scrap
paper drive, was found by work-
men who searched through 90
tons of waste paper to return the
jewelry to Mrs. J. S. Beekley.
i Mrs. Beekley notified the Con-
tainer Corp. of America, which

west Pacific was wrested from
Japanese hands. The U. S. fleet,
meanwhile, was growing. It fi-

nally surpassed the enemy navy,
and carrier forces moved about,
hitting the Japanese at will.

and Gilbert islands Feb. 1, 1942LOREE BUILDING SERVICE The Gilberts and the Marshalls
less than two months after were invaded, and the United

collected the paper, when she
discovered the brooch was miss-
ing. Workmen sorted through the
paper and returned the brooch

Pearl Harbor. States moved on to the Mariunas
Meanwhile, the Japanese con Guam, Tinian and Saipan and

tinued their rampage through the the western Carolines. eight days after the paper drive
ended.

''$ivV SM&Z--l

A Precious

Thing is

Peace

i"i;T'Hr3f WKr .v iS "The Land of the Free"

is at
Peace!

A n e w happiness lies
ahead after the years of
w a r t i m e separation.
Your serviceman is look-

ing forward to the day
lie can return home.

VICTOBY
Has Not Been Without Cost

Moon Drug CoThe Gift Shop
12111, Adams We have won the war . . .

now let us secure the

jr" ji peace- -A NEW DAY HAS

DAWNED

LPtEACLE

MOBE LIGHT
WILL MEAN

BETTEB SIGHT
in Your Peace Time Home!

66 99
We in America have had jioth-in- g

to gain from the war except
the right to maintain our insti-

tutions and traditions and our
way of life. Now we must over-

come the problems of war's end.
We must speed our

provide jobs for our
returning veterans and develop
the fountain springs of our pros-

perity from the smallest farm to
tile largest factory.

It is the beginning of new hopes, new ambitions
and greater progrreRS In peacetime living. lteveryone of us do the most with it to providefireater conveniences, more opportunity, better
products and a finer living. Do your part . . . and
do It well!

TWt plan to live in a dark and dingv home,but one that sparkles with brightness." Plan to
have numerous outlets in every room in the
house . . . outlets for light . . . outlets to operatethe new electric appliances to make your work
work easier and tuicker. Let electricity lie a
helpful servant,

m BUNTING
TRACTOR CO.
BOISE LA GRANDE TWIN FALLS

LA GRANDE

ELECTRIC 8 HARDWARE

&e Kosateia Crcsssry
Butter PasteurffHl Milk

Cold Storage lackers


