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WASHINGTON (UP)—
Japan was beaten by the de-
struction of its fleet, the
Y mangling of its eities by air,
and o strangling blockade., 1t
wis out-thought, out-guessed
and out-fought.

Surrender undoubtedly was
aagtened by the atomic bomb and
Russiit's entry Inta the Pacific
war. Tts doom, however, had al:
rendy Leen ealed,

To reuch the heart of the en-
emy empire, the United States
leaped over vast sea distances,
! luking what It needed for bases
| and by-passing thousonds of |s-
[ lands, 11 chopped down Japan's

vaunted fleet from the air ond
| from the sea. U. 8. submarines

and plnnes shottered Jopan's
| merchant flect,
] Stab Deeply

| When its march across the Pa-
{ cifie brought it ot last to the very

doorsleps of Jupan proper, the

United Staleg sent its great air

fleets stabbing dieper and deeper

Into the enemy homelund,

| Defeat of Jopun wus actomp-
| lished with a minimum of ground

Lionps. No greal armies, such as
thoste which fought in Europe,
wore engnged, But while the alr
fleety tind the navy weie heaplng
destruction on the enemy's home-
';Ilmd, preparations’ were belng
made for the grmy W invade Joa-
puan,

If Jupun hod not chosen sur-

q Blockade. Total Loss
0Of Fleet Beat Japan

render, it would have developed

upon the U, 8, army to beat the

enemy’s fonatie legions in the

home islunds. This would have

involved tremendous armies,
Allles On Laad

The task of beating the enemy's
powerful forces on the mainland
was left for the Russian and Chi-
nese military machings,

In the final analysis it was the
brillinnce, the daring of Amer-
ican strategy and toctics, and the
heerolsm of Ameriea’s flghting
men that turned the tide of war.

The military man will tell you
Jupan lald the foundations for its
own defeat the day it attacked
Peurl Harbor, This oet ¢t in mo-
tion the full force of America's
great industrial potential,

Serious Misiake

The navy will tell you Japan
made a serlous strategic mistake,
It might have driven the batter-
ed U. 8. fleet off the seas had it
followed up the Pearl Harbor
vielory.

But Japan et oul Instead on
territorin]l conquest, It grabbed
the Phillppines, Netherlands In-
dies, Malaya, Burma—and gave
the U, 5 time to putch up it
wounds,

It was o long, tough ropd to
Tokyo. The United States had o
travel it virtually alone, The Brit-
ish wore occupled with beating
Germony. Even the U. 8. could
turn against the Japs but o por-
tan of its might.

One gtrategic Toctor stands out
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8YMBOLIC OF THINGS TO COME IN GERMANY—Fate of the German people, cutlined in ferms
European photo as modern war machine takes off
using nge-old methods, tills in order lo produce need-
ed food for Germany, Denazifiod nnd demilitarized, Germany s to become an agrarian nation.

in Japan's defeat. For years he-
fore the war, military students
preached that to beat Japan, it
must he blockaded. Crowded in
her tight group of Islands, Jupan
was reliant on the outside world,
The concept was never abandon-
ed, In the end, Japan found it-
self cut off from its stolen em-
plre.
The Pacifjc i an otean of vast
distances, It was ohvious Dec, T
1941, the key to ultimate vietory
whs conltrol aof the seas, The
Amerlean navil command deeid-
ed if the Unlted States could not
take ‘command right away, the
Jopunese should not,

Couldn’t Slug
The situation called for chonge
in command. Presldent Roosevelt
called on Adm. Ernest J. King,
who then headed the Atlantic
fNeet, o take over the combined
Jubs of commander-in-chief of the
U. 8. fleet and chief of naval op-
erntions, King in turn summoned
Adm. Chester W, Nimilz,
Nimitz had a slmple plan of ne-
tion. He knew-—then—he coulds
n't slug it out with the Japunese,
So he decided to jab oand feint
until American's wor - mohilized
luhor eould restore and augment
hig feet, He ordered the fleet or-
gonlzed it fast mowing tiek
forees,

8trikes Back
The wvictory - flushed Jupanese
received o shocking surprise—the
firgt of muny—when a task force
under Admiral William ¥, Hal-
sey, ir, Striuck at egemy nayval
and air bases In the Marshall
und Gilbert Islands Feb, 1, 1042
—less than two months afier
Penrl Harbor,
Meanwhile, the Japunese con-
tinued their rampage through the

south Pacifie. Gen, Douglas Maoe-
Arthur, on President Rouvsevelt's
orders, fled from the Philippines,

By carly spring of 1042, the
Jupanese were in possession of
virtually the entire southwest Pa-
cific. On April 18 a doring band
of Mers electritied the world,
stunned the Japanese, rajsed
American hopes, and foreshadow-
ed the greatest air<borne destrucs
lion ever brought on u people.

First Atlack

They were “Doolitile's boys,”
the group of B-25 fliers who,
fying from the old earrier Hor-
net, mude history's first bombing
nttack on Tokyo,

Then on May 7 news was of the
battle of the Caral Sea, the first
great adlrsen engagement he-
tween the U, 8 and Japonese
fleet. Tt suved Australin, wound-
| el the Jopanese novy, and, with
the batile of Midway luter, turn-
vd the tide of the war,

Al great cost and only after
vicious lemd batthes ond  grest
fights the United Stutes
kicked the Jupanese put of Guad-
aleanal and began the long march
back up the Pacific,

Sirike at Will

MacArthur, commianding Amer-
lenn ond  Australinn troops, be-
goan Lo push the Japanese out of
New Guinea,

Islund after island In the south-
wost Pocific wog wiested from
Japanese hands, The U. S. fleet,
mennwhile, was growing, It fi-
nally surpassed the enemy navy,
und corrier forces moved about,
hitting the Japanese at will,

The Gilberts und the Marshalls
were invaded, and the United
Stistes moved on to the Marlanas
—Guam, Tinjan and Shipan—and
the western Carolines,

Z.

matle

The powerful U, 8. third fleet
under Halsey began o series of
devastating blows apainst Japan
alr power in the Philippines
Then in October came the dra-
news MucArthur had in-
vided the Philippines,

The Jnpanese [leel, which had
been in hiding since its Guadal-
canol defeats; finally eame out
to fight, It ran into diguster, In
second  buttle 'of the Phillp-
It suffered one of the worst
defenls in history.

The Japonese lost in turn the
Philippines, Two Jima, and Oki-
nawa, cven bloodier,

Then Quil

Superforiresses bogan o syste-
matie levelling of Japan.

Then, with shocking sudden-
ness on Aug. 5, the United Stotes
unveiled the most terrifying
weiipon  muankind hod ever con
eelved—the gtomic bomb,

Another bombshell — Russia's
entry into the war—lollowed on
Aug. 8. President Truman wurn-
el the Jupunese on Aug. 0 they
would be destieoyed,

The next morning, the Jopa-
nese radio sercamed “unele,”

SCRAP DRIVE NETS BROOCH
WILMINGTON, Del. (UPJ——.-\|
sterling silver brooch, contribut-
pd unwittingly with newspipers
and magazines during o serup
paper difive, was found by work
men who searched  through 90
tons of waste paper to return the
Jewelry to Mrs, J. S. Beckley.
Mis: Beekley notified the Con-
talner Corp. of America, which
eollected the paper, when she
diseovered the brooch wis miss-
ing, Workmen sorted through the |
paper and returned  the I}rnnr_‘]\!
vight days aller the paper drive |

vnded.

V-J Day, 1945

Upon this day, may we each go our respoctive ways to
our places of worship and honor those who have car-
ried on their collective shoulders a superhuman burden
during this war, If we remember that the quest for
peace does not end the day the last shot is fired, that
we haven't achieved the glowing goal of PEACE, we
shall have leained a masterful lesson. Let us resolve
this day to take part in the peace plan of the future,
to be aware of our governments attitudes and action.
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I:I.- e ean return home,
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: It is the beginning of new hopes, new ambitiong
& and greater progress in peacetime living, et
a1 everyone of us do the most with it to provide
a5 greater convenlences, more opportunity, better
a7 products and a finer living, Do your part . . . and
40 do it welll
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Don't plan to live in o dark and ding home,
but one that sparkles with brightness. Py o
have numerous outlets in every room iy the
house . .. outlets for light . . . outlits o sherate
the new electric applinnces to mauke vour work

work easier and guicker. Lot clectricity be a
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is at
Peace!

“The Land of the Free”

We have won the war...
now let us secure the
peace——

We in America have had noth-
ing to gain from the war except
the vight to maintain our insti-
tutions and traditions and our
way of life. Now we must over-
come the problems of war's end.
We must speed our re-conver-
sion, provide jobs for our
returning veterans and develop
the fountain springs of our pros-
perity from the smallest farm to
the largest factory,
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