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EVENING OBSERVER'S
PROGRESS PROGRAM

IRRIGATION—Complete the Grande
Ronde Valley irrigation project.

LA GRANDE — A city of 10,000 —
Extend the city limits.

A tomic Bombing
And Civilization

Atomie Lombing has long héen vis-
walizod by man, but hitherto only in
what were considered the most fantus-
tie flights of imuginative destruetion,

Wiiters of “horror’ and “astounding”
stories, patlerding Aheir concepts on
{the oenvlier pseudo - seientific writers
such as Jules Verne and I G, Wells
have for many vers lidd waste entire
populations and eivilizations, sometimes
in funciful interplanetary warfare and
somebimes on our own planet.

Todny, in actual warfare, the psendo-
sefentifie hug heeome seientifie. Today
wa lmve buzz=bombs, rocket bombs, and
jet propelled aivplanes,

Thig week we dropped ane atomie
homb on Japan, of which a mere des
seviption of s destruetive foree stag-
lenves

gers our imagination’ and e
elitlled
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thint much pressure on min, his posges
sfoms and his earth.  If the secientists
gre vight, this new explosive is 1,000,000
times greater than any explosive foree
Fitherto known to man.

The Ameriean people are jubilant to-
day becnuse we feel that the atomic
bomb  and its destruetive foree  will
Laing Lo an earlier close our war with
Japan on the only terms on which we
can accept that elose — unconditional
survender.  This  jubilation, however,
raust be tempered with a full realization
of what has happened this week,

A new era in vivilizution has been
entered. A new ora in international re-
lnfions is in the offing, created by the
alomie bomb, Warfare such s we have
known in the past will be of the shield
and spear elassifieation in ¢omparison
to the future.

Buzz bombs, rocket bombs and atomie
('H!PIII.‘-'E\'I'S will not e conducive to the
peace of mind of the American eitizen
o the world.,

I 08 o matter of good fortune only
that the United States deyeloped the

alomie bomly beloge the seientists of
Gormany, who wero well advaneed, Had
Giermany reached  the point . we  now
have veached, atomie bhumbs may have

gz bombs on the centers
Wi may vet

dropped us
of ouwr own populntions,

Al sonte nob oo distanet date, wike ap
some morping o Tind that our indus-
i dveas and lnede cities were wiped
ont overnight in g sneak attack by some
Hitler now' ap Infant or vot unborn,

Al of 1hi sts that the United
States has o tremendous maorad obligos
tiom to control vigidly the atomie bomb.
Our allies, i partienloye [ussiag will now
reguest it ownd s seerets, We, owlho
lve: been go Tar, o non-imperinliatie
abion, livine iore or h as o omoral
pation in velation to owr attitude towntd
our internations] neighl MUY s
haps not do too moeh ditn »With our
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

By DREW PEARBON

WASHINGTON — With President Tru-
mun's announcement regarding the new
atomic bomb, some af the background bes
lind the nation's most carefully kept seeret
ean now be told,

If the nuzis had knowp
this seeret and developed it before V-E day,
the results of this war might huve been just
the opposite, As it was, there s reason to
believe that the nazis knew we were work-
ing on such an invention, beouuse the vight
nazi saboteurs; under cross-examinalion,
udmitted that they were nstructed to find
out what they could gbout this experiment.

Thete who have studied the new bomb
sny il discovery s just as revolutionary
as the Chinese Invention of gunpowder. It
will not only revolutionize warfare, but
might wipe out civilization if nationsg con-
tinue to resort to war, One new stomie
bomb, if dropped on New York city by a
transatiuntic  rocket, would wipe out the
city completely.

Actually, the inventors of the bomb are
not entirely cettain what its future strength
muy be. While the details wre still highly
geeret, it issweported that the effect on ot-
mogpheric pressure is such that the bomb's
destructive force travelg in woves in the
atmosphere surrounding it. It i« also re-
ported that, If dropped in a bay or confined
hody. of water, the bomb could start a tidul
wave cupable of inundating whole eities.

Part of the experimentation for the bomb
wug performed ot the University of Chicugo;
part ulso by British scientists at Oxford,
While the bomb was in the process of being
developed, trusted workmen had to sign
un osth that they would waork in the seeret
desert bases without visiting their families.

The danger of the bomb to future civiliza-
tion is almost beyond belief, onee the seeret
becomes known. For instance, it is esti-
muotiéd that o bomb hidden in a sefe deposit
vault in 4 New York bank could explode
24 hours later with such terrific foree thut
it would destroy most of the city.

e detsils of

One complication is whether the bomb
seerel should be given to our other ullies,
Al Teheran it j8 understood that pre-

liminary artangements were made for Rus-
siun’ entrance into the war against Japan

and thot in return the [nited States was to
give Russin knowledge of pll our secret
W Capons.

Naw, muny military men, believing the
wur can be terminapted soon, doubt the
feasibility of handing over this seeret lo
the Russians. Others believe, huowever,
that an invention of this kind is sure to
leak out, just as every military wespon
sooner or later becomes known.

Pussing the Buck

One reason for the terrific senatorinl
hlasts leveled ot the army is the constant
and dellberute run-around given the senote
by wor department officinls,

Senate military investigating commiltee
members recently figured out bross hats
summoned to testify have o regular set of
“loatbull pluys" they use to dodge guestions.

The favorite bross-hot play is known as
the bucking half-back play. The witness is
asked o question by o senator, He puuses,
looks anxiously to the left and right to the
numerous junior brass hats who asccompany
him, fails to get any assistance, then turns
back to the legislalor and soys:

Ve just don't know the answer to that
cne, senator. But with your help, we'll
certainly find out

Senators describe another favorite as the
statue of liberty ploy, fushioned after the
old Notre Dame trick of concealing the ball,
When a brass hat is usked an embarrassing
question, he replies with a carefully phrased
enswer intended to arouse another senotor
tu guestion the meaning of the first senator.
In this play, the two senators get into a
tremendous argument between themselves
with the witness trying to act helpful, but
actually sitting back delighted.

A third play, one of the most frequently
used, senators call the lateral puss. The wit-
ness, being osked o tough' question by a
senator, replies: 2

“We don't have thot information with us
today, senator, but we can get it in soeveral
days. Tl be glad to send it up to you and
have it entered as o part of the \runseript.”
The senator can do little but say “yes.” Gen-
erally, by the time the answer does come
up, the commitlee |s working on an entirely
different subject and the reply goes un-
noticed,

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

By the way, whotever become of:

Hostesses whose guests invarisbly wound
up with indigestion hecouse secomd and
third helpings were urged on them with
such persistence?

Avticles that uged to tell us how to spend
our lelsure time?

The persons who' smoked only a partic-
ularly brand of cignrets?

Renters who made the lundlord redeco-

rule before they moved into o house or
ipirtment?
Articles that urged a yeonrly separation

of husband and wife, via the sepa
tion plan?

The fast talking salesmon wno teied to
shame vou into buying his brand of vacuum
cleaner by showing you how much dift he

ate vogca-

could get out of your carefully cared-for
carpet? (He used to dump the dirt in a lit-
tle round pile on the middle of the rug,
remember?)

Stenk frys?

The dogs whose owners bragged
were Tinicky eaters, and had to'have
hamburger cooked just so?

The man who raised cain if
weren't done exactly right?

The folks who used to get on traing with
qix or eight picces of luggnge?

The dear little dressmoker who charged
“practically nothing"—and the second-hand
furniture women were alwaoys picking up
for a song?

they
thelr

his. shirts

Thee people who used to say “l never
travel except by Pullman?”

Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETER EDSON, La Grands Evening Observer Washingtom Cerupoad-l

WASHINGTON, Aup B — A groat roce
hetween Senntor Bob Taft of Ohio and San.
ator Bob Wagner of New York come down
the stieteh on the last day congress wos in
session. It ended in o photo finish, or moy-
be Wagner by & nose, It was a race to de-
velop o post-war housing policy.
course the outho
Denl legislation on
new housing legis-

Senator Wagner is of
of neirly all the New
housing desting of any
lution that comes ups

Taft is a minority member of the bank-
ing and currency committee, but he s also
chairmun of o senute postwar subeommit-

tee on housing. That
matt in the long sepricy

war housing  poliey, 7

has maode him top
{ hearings on post-
began in Jy

1944 and ran until Fibruaey 145, Thes
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practices of both businessm anogement and
labor organizations which

striet housing productivity.

conspire o re-
Taft includes statements public housing
rhould not compete with private housing.
He favors stote ond local government co-
operation with the federal government on
future housing developments. Also, he does
nol believe that public housing should be
imposed on communities that do not want
it. But anyone reonding this report and not
knowing the guthor would never guess it
written by Senator Taft, It is that lib-
It is cverything the publle housing
ndvocutes hove been asking for, It is a
1 demonstration of Taft's  abilities,
once he turns his attention 1o constructive
development in which he sincercly believes
instend of devoting his energies to obstrue-
tion

It would be too much to expeet the Dem-
waould allow Taft to steal this dream
right out of their own buck yard.
Taft was writing his report, Senator
Wagner, in eollaboration with Senator Allan
J. Ellender of Loulstana, representing the
Senate committes on education and labor,
busy preparing a new housing  bill
Having sat in on all the Taft subcommit-
tee hearings, Wogner and Ellender woere
ithle to wrile into their proposed bill many
reforms advocated by Taft and a
woothers besides, And the two Democratic
nators also filed their bill on the lnst day
senate was ino session, providing the
mentioned photo i
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The Wagner-Ellender bill gets the play

voiuse it 15 o step further along—a defi-
propasal for legislation. But it is 65
pages long and it tokes a lawyer to figure
ut. That Taft report, on the othet hund,
niy 23 pages long and extremely read-
Bath are recommended  reading tor foy
! imterested  in public houwsing and

private housing, too, builders, con-
realtors, landlerds and buildine
taddes union leaders who start realing by-
fore hedtime shouldn't eount on getting too
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Side Glances
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“She'll be famous some day, waich and see—every time I slarl
singing fo her she joins in and harmonizes perfectly!”

@ McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WILLIAM E, McKENNEY

America’s Card Authorily

CUE-BIDDING OFTEN
LEADS TO SLAM

We in New York were ull deep-
ly shocked by the sudden death
of Erno Rapee, the great orches-
tra leader and father of George
Ropee; one of the Life Masters of
bridge. He was quile proud when
George won the individun] cham-
pionship in 1944, In my opinion
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George Rapee is ong of the greal-
est players in the country today,
He puts a tremendous amount of
spirit into o game of bridge and
his daring and muneuvering have
a great deal of thought behind
them.

When his partner on today'a
hand opened the bidding with one
heart, Ropee immedintely began
to plan how to get i grand slam,

® BARBS

Enlisted men may get 30 gal-
lons of gans at the time of dis-
charge. 1t'l] take more than that,
however, o get them any ploce—
a fob, for instance!

Even if you spend your vaco-
tion in your own back yurd you
can do it up good and brown.
Just sit in the sun!

Plenty of people will question
Goering's heart attack. Since
when has he had a heart?

A busk, which does a neat job
of squeezing the walist line, Is
back on the market. And the
women don't mind being taken
in!

The question i3, how long will
the Japs prefer to have our B-20s
overhead to owr G, L8 on the
ground?

He doubled one spade to lead the
opponents to believe thot he held
somelhing in that suit. Eost's
two-diomond bid was exactly
whut Rapee had hoped for,

When South bid two hearts,
showing a sound heart suit and a
rebid, Rapee made his one-bid
of three diomonds: Hoving dou-
bled spades, his cue-bid in dia-
monds gave tha opponents the
impression that he had no dia-
monds, For his opening, West
selected the ace he thought more
likely to win a wick—the age of
spades—and the hand was a
spread for seven-odd,

® IN FORMER
YEARS

Thirty Years Ago Today, Aug, 8

Officlals hoped to stop perman-
ently the petty thievery of chick-
ens, ete, hy removing campers
who oceupied during the summer
vocant troets of land in the val-
ley. Transient campers were not
to be bothered, bul anyone who
caomped out for any length of
time would have to “oCeount for
his diet.

Some excellent cotches of fish
were being made in nearby wa-
ters by the Wing, Fin and Fleet-
foot clubh members, including 14
inch trout caught by Roll Baker
and Ed Boylen.

Elgin branch of the railroad
was 25 yvears old and an anni-
versary celebration was planned.

Fiftean Years Ago, Aug. 8

About 600,000 trout and salmon
were liberated in Union county
stroams, nnnouncements by the
game warden said. Trout were
placed in the Grande Ronde, Mi-
nam, Cotherine creck, Mill creek
and Looking Glass creck.

Drum corps and drill teams of
La Grande and Baker paroded
for a half hour, in practice for
the state American Legion con-
vention o be held the next week
at Baker,

Ten Years Ago, Aug, B

First aid auto donations elimb-
ed to $886.25 today, with dona-
tions [fom the theater employes.

American Legion officers nom-
inoted ineluded €. J. Shorb for
commander, Dr. Fred Bams, vice
eommander; Clarence Green,
chapluin; Homer Leffel, finanwve;
C. A Mosenbaum, adjutant.

This Curious World

H. OPPRESSIVE
ATMOSPHERE
JUST BEFORE A RAIN AcTuaLLy

IS L/GMTER THAN THE AIR
ON A CLEAR, cR/SS DAY
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Y SEVEN KEYS T0 BALDPATES
THE \WALLS AND CEILING OF
ONE LARSE ROOM ARE HUNG
WITH MORE THAN /0 000
HEYT OF A/TTORAL
MAILED FROM FORMER GULST ).
FROMW ALL OVER THE WORLD,
T8 MG U A FAT OFF.

ANSWER: Horace Greeley
NEXT: How blg is the Pacilic?




