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[ TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGo
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WELL WELLI BLESS YoUR HEART!

WHERE'VE You BEEN ALL
MY LIFE2
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY
Most men employ the first part of

life to make the other parl miserable.—
L Bruyere.

In our farming population, we have
47 fewer owners or operators of farms;
47 fewer entrepreneurs, or farm busi-
ness people; 47 fewer families to trade
in our towns and communities; 47 fewer
Laxpiyers.

The period from 1940 to 1945 has
been the most prosperous furming per-
jod in the history of the valley. Yet
despile the prosperity, 47 farmers have
found reason to quit,

It ean be said that had prices been at
a less favorable level, the probabilities
would hive been that our loss in the
number of farms would have been great-
er. The probabilities are high that at
the conclusion of the war, this trend
may be neeelerated,

What are the reagons? Farming prac-
tice in the Grande Ronde valley at the
present time is of the type condueive to
Inrge seale operation, Types and quali-
ties and yields of cvops are not con-
ducive Lo profitable small seale opera-
tion, On the pre-war scale of furm
prices only the larger operators, equip-
ped for handling many aeres at low cost
per acre could hope to enme out in the
blaek,  Even today it is diffieult for
some. After the war, conditions will
certainly again narrow down,

What is  the answer? Diversified
farming of the type conducive to small
more closelyv: In 1040, there were 471,- seale operviation,  Drrigation will open up
178 neres under tillage or eultivation of a tremendons field of farming now
some sort, The latest survey indicated closed in this valley. Irrigation  will
ADG, 169 weres being Tarmed. double the farm ponulation of the valley

In 10456 there exist 1,208 farms, but within ten years of its completion, Trri-
in 1940 there were 1,225, gation will inerease the size and pros-

What does this mean? Does it mean perity of every community. Without
that while additional lind has been de- irrigation, the Grande Ronde valley will
veloped, AT favms ave now lying idle and eventually be composed of a compara-
unenltivated ? tively fow very large farms. The eity

Not at all, The significance of these populations will shrink as eorvespond-
figures lies in another angle of consider- ingly fewer merchants, businesses and
ation, The 47 Tarms under gquestion are their omployes will be necessary to serve
now part of other, lnrger farms, The their necids
fuets are that we have now in the valley Irvigation will reverse the trend and
A7 FEWER FARM FAMILIES THAN ke this valley the productive paradise
IN 10, i shonld be, .

Funny Business

[ ]
Farm Decrease Significant

Information recently released by the

% burenu of census and published by this
newspaper indicated that although Un-
fon county in 1944 had 25,000 more
acres of farm land under cultivation, 47
fewer fnrms were being operated than
in 1940,

This information is of more than
ensunl interest and indicates a trond,
which, if it continues, augurs ill for the
future of the Grande Ronde valley, its
farmers, business men and residents.

Although railvoading and lumbering
loom large in the business seheme of this
valley, the backbone of these and of the
entive socinl strueture is agricultural.
Farming accounts for more than 50
pereent of the income, employment and
traffic of the area. Without the farm
background, every other activity would
be of less significance, create less pay-
voll und traffie, Therefore, whatever
happens to our farm' strueture is of
vitul importanee te every eitizen of the
Aaren,

Let's examine the slatistics a little
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By DREW PEARSON

WASHINGTON—It may take a long time
to find out whether Hitler and Eva Braun
escaped to Patagonia. The country [8 o series
of vast Nazl-owned ranches, where German
is spoken nlmost exclusively and where Hit-
ler could be hidden easily and successfully
for years, - .

The ranches in this southern part of Ar-
genting cover thousands of acres and have
bean under German management for gen-
orations. Becguse of absolute Germuon con-
trol, it would be impossible for any non-
Germun to penetrate the orep lo make a
thorough investigation as to Hitler's where-
abouts, :

Along the coast of Patagonin, many Ger-
muans own land which contains harbors deep
enough for submarine landings. And if sub-
marines could get to Argentine-Urugusyan
waters from Germany, as they definitely did,
there is no reason why they could not go
& little farther south to Patagonin. Alsothere
is no reason why Hitler eouldn't have been
on one of them,

Note—On Dec. 15, 1848, this column report-
ed “Hitler's gang has been working to build
up @ place of exile in Argentina in case of
defeat. After the fall of Stalingrad and then
Tunisin, they began to see defeat staring
them in the face. That was their cue to move
In on Argentino'" The same column also
ciled chapler und verse regurding German-
trained officials who ruled the new Argen-
tine diclatorship. At San PFranclsco, Nelson
Rockefeller and Jimmy Dunn insisted that
the U, 8. A: recognize® Argentina,

Note 2—=If it ever comes to identifying
Hitler, Dr. Robert Kermner, former German
poliee official now living in Lansdowne,
Pa., has the answers. Kempner, who was in
charge of the investigatlon after Hitler's
beer hall putsch, says that Hitler's right
thumb Is abnormally long, his right ear
pointed on top, and his mouth is very reced-
ing, Kempnoer has turned over his data to
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U. S. authorities,
Army Politics Killed Chennault

Under Secretary of War Bob Patterson and
alr force Gen, Ira Eaker were put on @ very
hot spot during their secrel session with the
genate military affairs committee. Not a sen-
ator present was willing to believe the res-
ignatlon of Maj. Gen, Claire Chepnault, was
caused by anything but army polities.

Putterson tried to explain the selection

of Lieut, Gen. George Stratemeyer as su- .

preme air chief in Chind on the basig.of
seniority. 11

"That was known when Stratemeyer' was
sent out there" shot back hard-workipg
Senator Happy Chandler of Kentucky, 'whp
spent several weeks watching Chennault’s
operation in the winter of 19{3.,. v Iy

Aslde from that explanalion,. Patterson
Insisted that Stratemeyer's appointment over
Chennault was strictly a decision onithe part
of Gen, Albert Wedemeyer;, theater com-
mander.

Senator Allen Ellender of Louisiana, not
a8 member of the committee but sponsor of
a resolutin cnlling for senatorial investiga-
tion of the incident, was at the secret com-
mittee session and questioned ‘Patterson and
Eaker about Chennault's military prowess,
War department officials did not altempt to
argue about the ability of the former “Fly-
ing Tiger."

Genernl Eaker, who had been in command
of U, S, air forces in England and was shunt-
ed off lo Italy, was well recelved by the
senators, His own experience, they thought,
was part of the same army politics which
resulted in Chennault's resignation. The
Eaker incident, however, was not discusséd,

“Chennault Gol Bored"—Eaker

General Eaker altempted to explain the
war in China has reached a new' stage, The
Important thing now, he said, |8 nol over-
land operations against the Jap armies and

See WASHINGTON . . . Page 4

WE, THE WOMEN

By RUTH MILLETT

All the while her soldier husband was
listed ns missing in action and presumably
dead a young wife In Atlanta, Gu., wrote
him letters she couldn’t mail but instead put
awoy in a drawer. .

Her faith that her husband would some-
day return was rewarded, and the picture
of the two taken after the twice wounded
soldier was released from @ German prison
camp showed them reading together the
letters that were actuul proof of the wife's
continued love and faith,

It was o heart-warming story. How much
happier for all concerned than the stories
of the wives who have given up hope for
their men when they have been reported
“killd in action," and have gone ahead and
married again cnly to discover that their
husbands are still living

Waiting Is Duty

Faith that results in a wife's waiting for
a man month after month when he is be-
lieved to be dead won't bring him baek, if
the war department report is corveet.

But with even the slight chance that the
report might be wrong, it seems as though
the wives who are told thelr hushands are of-
ficially dead shouldn't uy to forget {o the
extent of letting themselves fall in love
again—not, at least, until the war is over
long enough for there to be no possibility
of a mistake being made.

It is, perhaps, in some ways cosier for a
human being to make himself accept the in-
disputable fact that a loved-one s dead
than to live on the forlorn hope that he might
somehow, somewhere still be alive.

And yet, it scems—from the Stories of
nmistaken death reports that have already
come out of the war—wives should kcep
faith until after final victory.

For it would be better that a thousand
wives wail within reason—than that one
should mistakenly marry while her husband
g still alive.

Waiting is the duly of women in wartime
—ovien when it seems they are walting with-
out hope,

Behind Scenes in Washington

By PETER EDBON. La Grands Evening Obsesrver W
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WASHINGTON, July 24—Has the Tennes-
see valley authority “experiment' paid off?
Or is it, ns charged by the combined lobhy
of 31 land and water users organizations,
somothing which should not be repeited in
other parts of the United States?

Only answer to thot must come from
TVA's own records: TVA's annual report
for the fiseal vear ending June 30, 1945, is
not yet completed, But taking the 1944 re-
port and adding to it those figures which
are availuble on recent operations, these
favts stand out

First, the cost. Congress has appropriated
$6868,000,000 bonds. The nel income from
power operations after payment of all cur-
rent expense but before depreciation, is $75,-
000000; In addition, TVA took over from
the war department the old muscle Shoals
and other World War T developments at o
book value of S36.000,000, That makes the
total codt of $844,000,000,

Where hag this money gone? $560,000,000
hiss beon spont on the compteted plant, snd
another S188000,000 has been spent on the
construction work still in progress. Qf these
sums, approximately $460,000,000 is for pow-
er projects, the rest {lood control and navi-
gation, In addition, $47,000,000 has beep
spient for nonsincome  producing develop-
ient of the Tehanessee villey, Two million
have been cetifed

i the TVA treasury

dellirs worth of
and there is S41.00

Loans o municipal companits an
STO00,000, Inventors il At £7,000,000, De
preciition of 4000000 bhalances th biwoks

a  3544.000,000, O the
basis of « nee up to the pres
ent. TVA v thun s gneome fram
sale of el £, which is its only
SOULCE of e w sulficlont 1o reti
the entite investiment within B0 years, with
ek mileresg
For the past vea IV A's gross income
from powee sals . pety SAB.000,000 Wit
perating oxpenses ol W O00.000, the
! koot 318000000, T 1
equivalent of o rkt) 4 percent nteare
5 {laod eantral and savigat
1 t I near 4ty the
L an paer facilly slond.
1o charge that TVA can make this rétun
Brcauie 1t dousn't pay taxes does nol bea

lew of laxes TVA
Ao year L0 slate

s cutrently paying
and local goverh-

where it owns properly and does
A'Y elat poVes ponerating xysiem
of 24 water and 1! sleqm planty has been

greatly expanded for war production of alu-
minum and chemicals. Three-fourths of ita
present 2,300,000 Kilowat capacity goes to
war plants,

In addition TVA furnished power to over
hulf @ million consumers through 130 locally
owned munlelpal and co-op distribution sys-
tems, More than 20 percent of the consumers
are rural. One of the big brags of TVA is
that it average non-industrinl consumer
uses twice as much electricity as the U, S,
average, The TVA yardstick has been used
in many communilies to force down rates
The consumption figures are cited by TVA
supporters to show that the standard of liv-
ing in the Tennessee valley is highet, moens-
ured in terms of consumpltion of electricity.
This, however, 5 not the only thing which
TVA claims to have done [or the people ol
its roglon,

TVA is charged with' flood controll Tt has
19 witer storage dams jn operation. It flatly
denies charges Ha flood control opetations
have not bepefited flood conditione on the
lower Ohlo and Mississippi. On the Tennesaee
itself, TVA claims to loweroea
floaderest levels at Chattanooga by six feet
In dry weather these dams opened to reloass
water ut o rate that will maintain a nine-fool
channel depth for navigation on the river's
lower 650 miles. Tonsbiles of trifflc on the
river have been Inereoased soven times aver
193, with 18 barg lires
leum and war materials
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“Of courss he doesn't like you—he's a walfhound!™

® McKENNEY ON BRIDGE

By WM. E. McKENNEY, America’s Card Authorily

MOST IMPORTANT?
COUNT YOUR TRICKS!

I have been running this bridge
column now for more than 15
yvears, and If you were to ask me
today what was the most impor:
tant lesson to learn about bridge,
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the answer would be: “Learn to
count your tricks,” People spend
weeks studying iqueezes, end
plays and eoups, and you know
those plays are  just natural, if
you count your tricks.

I was kibitzing one of the rub-
ber bridge gomes at the Mayfair

Questions & Answers

Q—In what two cities does
nearly half of all Missouri's pop-
ulation live?

A—S5t. Louis and Kansas City,
whose metropolitan aveas wiihin
the stite contain some 1,500,000 or
over 40 percent of Missouri's 3,
800,000 people.

Q—When did Hawali come into
the possession of the United
States?
~ A—On July 7, 1808, when Pres-
ident MeKinley signed the Con-
#ressional resolution of annexa-
tlon. Ceremony transferring sov-
ereigniy took place Aug, 12, 1898,

Q—Who is Sean T. O'Kelloy?
A—New president of Ireland,

R—Where is the Wright Bro-
first airplane exhibited?
—It is displaved in the Sei-
ence museum, South Kensington,
England.

Q—What duly elected Congress
never met in plensry scssion”

A—The Congress of the Philip-
pines; clected jn November, 1941
Japs attacked  before they ever
el @ full meeting '

the other night and I saw de-
clairer blow this nice hand,

He won the first trick in dum-
my with the king of clubs and,
without hesitation, cashed the
king, and queen of hearts, Now
his contract was lost. If he had
counted his tricks, e would have
overtaken the queen of hearts
with the ace, thus conserving &
club entry so that even though he
had to give up a heart trick, he
would still make one spade, four
hearts, two diamonds and two
clubs,

® IN FORMER
YEARS

30 Years Ago, July 24

The huckleberry crop will be
extremaely light this year. In some
seclions there will be about one-
third of a erop, but it is the late
variely, the early kinds being en-
tirely destroyed.

L. M. Epling left yesterday for
Kentucky points,

Celebration of the day when
the Mormon immigrants landed
in Utah was observed in this city
today with a big pienic and pro-
gram at Riverside park. Members
of the LDS ehureh from over the
chlire state assembled to combine
A Sunday school program with a
fitting observance of the day set
apart ecach year to honor the ad-
vent of Mormonism in the west,

15 Years Ago. July 24

F. L. Meyers, who recently at-
lended the Internalional Rotary
convention in Chicago, giave a de-
tailed report of the meeting at
the Lo Grande Rotary club lunch-
eon today at the La Grande hotel.

The club also enjoyed two flute
solos played by Dolph Siegrist,
accompanied at the piano by Mrs.
J. Donald Meyers,

A set of chimes, purchased re-
cently for the pipe organ of the
First Presbyierian church, are
now in the bullding and will be
Installed soon,

10 Years Ago, July 24

Hildegarde Retlig has gone to
Portland where she will remain
until sehool opens here this fall.

Robert Kingsley left yesterday
for Vancouver to spend a week
vis{ling his granimother, Mrs.
0, L, Kingsley,

Rev. and Mrs. Edwin W, Bra-
cher and family were leaving to-
day for Bingner's eabin at the
foot of Mt Emily where they will
spend two or three days vacation,

This Curious World
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