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OXYGEN ADDICT
xvin

WI'!‘H every passing month the

aly transport teaifle acrods the
Himalayas made tremendous in-
crenses in volume, This also meant
fncrensed Jap activity. Bomber
and fighter bases had been well-
established by the inyaders by
then, and Allied transports that
risked the southern route at any
time of day or night were almost
bound to run a gauntlet of at-
tacking Zeros thot swepl into the
sky from n gcore of hidden flelds
in 1lpney Burma,

Flying the northern route
meant spending nt least three out
of every five hours of the averige
trip under oxygen, and while
those musks are great things and
have euved many n man'a life,
thoy have one strange little quirk
that finully licked me completely.

1 didn't notice the subtle change
coming over me, bul Al Ginglss
did. We got up from the breik-
fnst tnble at the cottnge near Din-
Jon one morning toward the end
of April and I Immediotely
grabbed up my cap and fying
jncket. Petach and Skippy Lune
and Robertson were lolling bnck
in their chairs lighting thelr after~
breaklost clgarets, Ginglss and
T were the only ones on our feet,

“Como on, you bums!" I sald
"Lot's got cuftin'l"

Robertson looked up, puzzled,
SWhat the hell s the rush? You
got a diate somewhere?"

I resched over and ruffled his
nair, loughing and horsing oround
ke a six-year-old. 1 felt ke o
million, tull of enecgy ond delve—
ond, 1t 1 hod onolyzed myself,
of nerves, “You're gettin' old,
kid" I anid, “All of you birds,
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ROBERTSON got up because it

waon easler not to argue, and
Skippy and Petach reluclantly
left the table, too. We all plled
Into the statlon wagon and storted
off to the fleld.

“You're getling nants, Gen/
Skippy suld ps we drove slong,
“A bod cose of ants, What's that
babe doln' to you down there in
Caleuttn?"

“It isn't a babe that's doing
i, Ginglss gaid, "It's all this
domned oxygen we're using, The
stull does somelhing to you, . 1
fool just like Gen most of the
limeo—itching to get up there and
get thut old mask on again.

I started to deny that I felt
thot way, but I couldn't. I sud-
denly realized that what Ginglss
sold  was  absolutely  true. It
wien't o much the fying that
sent thrills through me nnymore,
it was that lght ond utterly
curthlens feoling that come with
brenthing oxygen that made me
56 unxlous to get back In the alr,

The trip neross that day wasn't
difficult or exciting, Tt was a
routine flight. We ran Into snow
an hour out of Dinjan, and be-
fore wo hoad renched 20,000 feet
we hod hed a 10-minute battle
with convectionnl currents thal
forced us to Ny ot n 45 degree
angle to clear the ronges. We
had run Into a driving rainstorm
and ellmbed up and over It Inte
n 20-minute stretoh of sleel, All
those things were normal on the
northern  route—but there was
ono thing nbout that fight that
wisn't normal ot all. I felt as|
though I wore no longeér the mos-
ter of myself or of my plane.
The instant I put on my oxygen

| hozard to them at that point than

tension thal had Alled me back at
the cottage was gone, 1 wasn't
restless, | was completely at eate.
1 was an oxygen nddict.

. L] L]

FOR a week I fought with my-

self over thot mysterious ad- |
diction. 1 tried to lmit the|
amount of the stuff 1 used, That |
only made It worse. Then fatigue
would get to the point where I
wasn't flying well, my mind would
be glow and my reflexes sluggish, |
I would take the necedsary |
amount then and try to be un-
mindful of the subile pleasure |
it_gave me, But It was a losing
battle. < |

And then coming back from
Kunming ono day 1 developed
violent stomach cramps and had
to turm the controls over to my
co-pilot for almost an hour of the |

12,000 feet and I took off my |
masgk did I find any rvelief; then,
us we dropped lower, the cramps |
gradually disappeared nnd 1 took
over the controls ogaln. When |
we got into Dinjan I talked to |
Captain Woods about if, tald him
what had happened and how tha |
oxygen hod been affecting me
Intely. .He nodded and sald,
“You're not the frst one, Gen,

you might be able to lek it by |
taking a rest for o while, but the
crampy probably mean your pros-
tote gland 1Is belng affacted,
don't know whether IV's the oxy-
gen or the nltitude that does that,
but severanl boys have had to quit
for the same resson,

One of the Army doctors at the
base verifled what Woods had
gald and told me that sterllity
might result if the prostate trou-
ble econtinued. My agreement
with €. N, A, C, hnd been to fly
for them until June 18, which
was still a month sway, but I
know from the experience 1 had
hind coming boack neross the Hump
thot day that I was more of a

-

un sssel. Clinglss agreed with me
when we talked It over that night,
and he deelded to pull out, too.

magk at 12,000 feet ond took a
long deep breath I knew that 1
had lost 'a boattle with an enemy |
I hado't even known existed. 1
felt my entire body relnx, the!
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We wired Bond in Calcuttn the
next doy, and five doys later we
flew our last freight,
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So far as the oxygen is concerned | |
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FELLAS TO TAKE | MOVE 'EM DOWN OUT OF | || RATIONS, SUPPLIES | HERD THOSE NAZIS
THOSE PRIBONERS | TH' MOUNTAINS, WHERE AN' MAPS FoR ™ | TO CHINGOL O, THE

THEY COULD BE PICKED
UP BY TRANSPORT

e
-

QFF MY HANDS !
G B o FROM THERE..

" GOOD! YOU BOYS CAN

FLOWN TO THE BASE
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